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Recent cannibal feasts are reported trom
Papua (New Guinea), and a punitive expedi-
tion has been sent to the coast.

Mr. Charles Tait, the Mayor of Kingston, Ja-
maica, died on February 10 from injuries re-
ceived during the earthquake.

Viscount, Goschen, formerly Chancellor of the
Exchequer, died suddenly last month at his
home, Hawkburst Heath, England, at the age
of 66 yeamrs.

Count Tolstoy, son of the Russian novelist
and reformer, has been indicted for high trea-
son for printing his father’s political pam-
phlet.

The Hon J. B. Snowball, Lieutenant-tov-
ernor of New Brunswick died suddenly while
on the way to church in Fredericton on Sun-
day evening Febyuary 24th.

A hurricane in the South seas last week
completely wiped out Cookstown in North Aus-
tralia. Though the damage to property is esta-
mated at $2.000,000, no lives were lost.

A terrific explosion in the Woolwich Arsenal
on a recent Sunday wrecked the chemical re-
search buildine. and broke almost all the
windows in the town, but no lives were lost

On the Calabrian coast of Italy, on Feb. 9,
a tidal wave following a storm has done great
damage, the fishing village of Marina di Catan-
zaro having been practically carried away. For-
tunately the inhabitants were able to get to
the hills, and the loss of life was slight.

The rapid growth of the Camnadian West is
shown in the fact that during the coming
summer one hundred towns will be found-
ed along the route of the Grand Trunk Pacific
between Winnipeg and Edmonton, besides aill
that will spring up along the extensions of the
roads alteady running.

M. Alexandrovsky. the Governor of Panzo.
Russia. was shot and killed while leaving the
theatre on Feb. 7. The assassin. who was not
identified. while trying to escape killed the
chief of police and a policeman, wounded the
manager of the theatre, and then shot him-
self.

Tn Paris. in well-informed ecireles, it is being
declared that M. Briand, the Minister of Edu-
cation, has drawn up and issued to the Pre-
fects a new document for the leasing of
churches which meets both the delicate re-
quirements of the situation and the suscepti-
bility of the members of the French Episco-
pacy, but¥the terms have not been made pub-
lic. and its issuance has not been confirmed of-
ficially.

New York City was the scene of a railway
horror on the evening of Feb. 16, when an elec-
tric express on the New York Central, while
running at the rate of 70 miles an hour, jump-
ed the track at 25th and Webster Ave., kill-
ing 20 persons and injuring 150 more. Among
the dead is Mr. Myron E. Evans, president of
the Cape Breton Railway Limited, and one of
the most eminent consulting engineers in the
country.

Over one hundred souls perished in the
wreck of the Steamer ‘Larchmont’ on February
12 on het way from Providence, R.I., to New
York. The survivors, who drifted in a hfe
boat into Block Island harbor, had with them
the dead bodies of several men who had died
of cold and exposure since leaving the steamer,
and the tale of suffering and death is one hard-
ly to be equalled in the history of New Kng-
land waters. The ‘Larchmont’ sank after col-
lision with the schooner ‘Harry Knowlton’ off
Quono-chongtang, R.L

Sir Robert IIart, Director General of Chinese
Customs, will leave Pekin for England at the
end of this month on a two years’ leave of ab-
sence.

The Mexico Department of State on Feb. 8
reported that President Diaz, acting on the di-
rect suggestion of President Roosevelt, had
sent a note to the governments of Costa Rica,
Salvador and Guatemala, asking them to use
every effort to prevent an armed clash between
Nicaragua and Honduras, with the intimation
that past treaties must be lived up to, and
that their dispute must be referred to an arbi-
tration board.

The British steamship ‘Berlin’ was wrecked
off the Hook of Holland on February 21lst, and
only fiftcen out of the ome hundred and forty-
three persons on board were saved. The ves-
sel broke in two after striking the corner of
the pier, and three women remained on the
wreck forty-seven hours before the lifeboat
crew, stimulated by the words and example
of Prince Henry, Consort of the Queen ot the
Netherlands, succeeded in reaching them.

At I’Orient, France, on Feb. 8, by an ex-
plosion on board the torpedo boat No. 339, of
the French Navy, nine men were killed and
two others injured. The craft was launched a
short time ago, and was undergoing a full
power steam trial in the roadstead. A techni-
cal naval committee was on board. A satety
tube burst, and a mass of flame was forced
into the stokehold. The engineer and eight
stokers were burned to death.

A big whiskey smuggling scheme is report-
ed to have been discovered in London. By a
system of underground pipes, it is said, the
whiskey was conveyed from a distillery to a
duty-paid warehouse, whence it was distribut-
ed to the trade, thus escaping the tax of $2.75
per gallon. The revenue authorities are said
to have demanded the payment of a fine of
$300.000 on the smuggled liquor. The matter
will probably be brought up in Parliament.

The latest socialist outrage occurred on Feb.
8 in Paterson, N.J., when Mr. Robert Cortesco.
justice of the peace, was almost literally blown
to pieces in his office by the explosion of an
infernal machine sent to him by express. He
died at midnight. The officers say that the
detonation was heard for blocks. Revenge for
aid given the police in securing foreign law-
breakers is thought to be the cause of the mur-
der. The judge had actively aided in the cap-
ture of Ttalian lav-breakers recently.

In Rome, on Feb. 17, there was a small riot
over the decoration by the anti-clericals of the
monument to Bruno the philosopher, who was
martyred by the Inquisition. A procession of
Socialists, anarchists, students, and the usual
hangers-on marched through the streets shout-
ing ‘Death to the Pope!” ‘Hurrah for social-
ism, and at tke CapitelUs loggia overcame the
nolice in a scuffle. The erovd was kept with-
in bounds by the carbineers, and the whoile
demonstration ‘s said fo have in no way has-
tened the attempt to follow Trance’s exam-
ple in the separation of Church and State.

The British Parliament was opened on
February 12 by the King in person, with the
usual brilliant ceremonies. The King’s speech
foreshadowed a session devoted to Ireland,
Army reform, temperance, and the problem ot
the House of Lords. Referring to the Kings-
ton disaster, the speech recognized with grati-
tude the sympathy shown by the promipt ofters
of assistance from the United States Navy,
said the occasion had called forth many proots
of practical good will from all parts of the
Cmpire, had been met by the sufferers them-
selves with self-control, and with courage and
devotion by Governor Swettenham and his
officers,

Sir William Russell, the noted correvs»poncwIlt
of the London ‘Times’ at Bull Run, the Crimea:
Koniggraatz, the Indian Mutiny, Sedan, kgyph
1883-4, and South Africa 1879-80, is dead b
the age of 86 years. He was attached to the
suite of the Prince of Wales (King Edward)
on his visit to Beypt, and the East, 1868; W2
charged by Nubar Pasha with the selection ©
guests at the opening of the Suez Canal; ac
companied the Prince of Wales as Honorary
Private Secretary to India in 1875-76, and W3
an officer of the Legion of Honor. Among his
publications are: ‘Letters from the Crimed
‘British Expedition to the Crimea, Diary M
India, ‘Diary—North and South; ‘Diary in thé
Last Great War,” ‘Hesperothen,’ ‘Adventures of
Dr. Brady,” ‘A Retrospect of the Crimea, an
‘T'odleben’s Sebastopol.

Much sorrow is being expressed in Camad?
over the tragic death of Surgeon Flood, R- ;
of the North-West Mounted Police, word ¢
whose death near Fort Churchill on Novem‘be_r
29 last reached Winnipeg last week by courie
Dr. Flood, with Major Moodie and Mr. 'l‘mi
baudeau, an engineer, had left Fort (J'hﬂul'ch,”,
on Nov. 28 to explore for timber. On ari¥
ing at their camp up country they foul
that the grub box had dropped off the sl 5
Laughingly Dr. Flood turned with his doz
team to go back over the trail, refusing
allow his companions to come back with hind:
He never returned. A snow storm covered U
the trail he had expected to retrace and fhre?
days after a search party found him with his
leading dog beside him both frozen stiff. Th¢
other dogs had gnawed themselves out of L
ness and sought safety.

In Japan last week troops had to be de‘;
spatched from Tokio to suppress riots in Ll o
Ashio copper mine district, where miners W€
dynamiting property and running amuck g,e“_
erally. The cause was said to be part soci?
ism and part whiskey. A Harbin (leﬁpatcn_
says the Japanese are erecting two mo“e
ments at Port Arthur, to the memory of 7
Russian and Japanese soldiers who fell in the
siege. In proximity to the monument to tll“
Russians, a Russian chapel will be built, beﬁtg
ing this inseription: ‘In memory of the her0%
who met their death in defence of Port ‘é o
thur” The Budget has passed the House of hri
presentatives without curtailment, an O‘Cc“,
rence without precedent since the opening OI
the Diet. It provides for the expenditur®
$305,000,000, sixty-five millions more M
last year, and twice as muchas was requi’®
to cover all expenses prior to the RussO'J_ﬂp
anese war.

In the British House of Commons last mon'f_“;’
Mr. Augustine Birrell, the new Chief Secret®’ .
for Treland, introduced a measure for the M g
agement of the estate of any person, who:
reason of age, sex, or any physical or me’ ol
infirmity, or such habits as he may have .,
caused, or was likely to cause, injury t0 =
property or well-being of inferior tenanté: e
feel no aversion, said Mr. Birrell, ‘to ™%,
myself responsible for the passage thu‘,;/o
this House of a bill which would propose
treat Lord Clanricarde after the fashio™ 4
the Bombay Court of Wards. I would 15
propose to expropriate him, I would simP .
take from him the management of his estd 18
Tt has been pointed out that this estate It
haunted by the ghosts of murdered men- e
is mot for us or for anybody to d.etel’ml‘w
who are the real murderers. It is enoug 4he
know that such an estate is a danger to
community.’ In this suggestion is to be
ed the experience of Sir Antomy Ma‘Cd.Onlﬂ-
in confrolling lunatic or drunken rajahs 2 ¥
dia. A London despatch of Feb. 16 S
Lord Clamricarde considers this action of “.
Birrell as ‘an atrocity’ and ‘an eastern parb®"
ism,” but that his opinion excites little Sy‘ﬂ;ﬂ
pathy, as ‘his lordship’s agrarian method® e
Ireland have long been regarded as hardly
fensible even by his own side’
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