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partition in the empire w as mnade in 395 A. 1). xvlieil lus two sons A",rcadjuts and

Ilhnoriuis i)ccaie vimperors of the E.,ast ani West respcctively. 'Flie Eastcrni

p)ortion survived the Western hy several centuries.

With Constantinople as the capital the Eastern' chutrchi graduially acclnire(i

a distinct and pectiia importance, but iii aniother way thc Wvestcrnl church be-

gan to take on a rigidity ami self-imiposcd auithority that was impossible in the

Eastern chutrch. wliicl had been brouight uip on Plato and Aristotie andi not uinder

Roman law ani discipline. 'Fhe abscnce of a mieddling ruier an(1 an imperions

court at Roine was just the opportunity for flie Roman bishop to more firi-ily

assert and establishi himiself in that pre-einience which lie hiad hitherto assnmiied'.

This, however, xvas neyer rccogxnzed by the L.,astern clitrch \Vhicll xas more

demnocratie in spirit an(l governniient. Whatever doctrinal questions mnay have

l)cn, illvolvc(l, thîs difference iii spirit betwccn Roman ami Grck is responsible

iii large inîasure for the subsequent rup)ture. A l1 atteml)ts at reconciliation werc

of a political cliaracter and only incrcaise(i the bitter feeling toward Romne on flic

part of the Greeks whose national life was entirely bonnld upl iii the Orthodox

chu rch.

But the timie was coming when the safcty and liberty of tlue Greeks and even

of Europe wouild depend uipoli the reunioli of the 01(1 Roman E mpire. Froni

the wil(l inlands of Asia, tlie Turk hiad begtun bis miarch of victory towar(is the

West. 111 1326, Diocletian's cap)ital N icomiedia, hiad yiel(lCd to the invader and a

Mosicin dynasty liaf estaliislied itself at ltroussa, necar flic shores of the sea of

ïiarinora, an( iimîdway between the two citics. Nicaca hiad aiso fallen. The fiery

star and crescent hiad been carried across the Dardanelles, an(l lalte(l on Eniro-

pean soil, and, on thc (leatli of Amuiiratli, 1452, the wholc of Asia M inor including

cven the province of Ilithynia whicli bordered the liosphoruis was in flue hands

of the infidels.

For his son, anl alul1)itiOuIS younlg SuIltanl Of 22 years of age, across the bline

wvaters of a narrow strait lay a prize of rare beauty an(l wealth. It wvas worthy

a fearless attack, and a lieroic defence. Thirteen miles of walls flung themnseives

in grimi silence arouinc the city proper, and on the opposite bank of the Golden

.Hor lay tue two great subulrbs of G-'alata and Pera whicli wou-ld ilnevitably faîl

to the master of Stamnbouil. ]low often intust Mahonmet have st00(l ani looked

at thiat city! What impatience and ambitionis inust often have stirred hinui as lie

stood at suinset on the Anatoliani shiore ami gaze(l upon tlie pile(l-u,p (lonue of St.

Sophia, the imperial palaces, the great monuments ini the hippodrome as they

stood tipon the huis ami see-e(i ýto formi a great ragged screen to shut ont a con-

flagration in the west! The dark majestic outines, golden-crested against the

amnber sky, the stili transicent atmosphere, and the sulent play of soft lights above

the bine waters nmust liave often touchcd thc soni of this Eastern prince, a nmanl

of feeling, yet of blood. It was not to be expecteci that fired witli an ambition

to do that which had been the hope of his father, he could long resist the tempta-

tion to try the issue with an heroic emperor feebly supported by a people divided

against itself. Nor did the Sultan long wait for anl excuse but a record1 of what

it realiy was bas not been preserved. According to Mijatovich, his mind was


