oo

the n
plained only of suffering from headache, which it
‘was hoped sleep would remove—that’ sleep, alas!
from which he was nut destined to awake. When
lits sérvant entered the apartment in the morning, he
was liorror-struck “to find that this generous.minded
Young man had ceased to.breathe,. It is snpposed
tbat the unmediate cause of Mr. Grant’s death was
soine obstruction about the heart, or a fit of an apo-
pletic nature. It would' be difficult to describe the
deep feeling of awe, as well'as sympathy exgited
among all ranks in this town, when the news of the
welancho'y event arrived, by express, on the fore-
noon of Wednesday. The shock was so sudden and
w0 utterly unlonked for, that' the first sentinient was
ane of incredulity. It seemed so.unlikely that the
promising youth— the first hope of' a.noble . family—
shiould have been struck down at the very time when
tre corpse of his amiable mother; cut off also in the
yrime of life, was 'on the way to the tomb. But,
adas! the sad inteiligence was.too true ; and mother
and son are now about to be consigned together to
“the house appointed for alt living”" A stroke like
this, had it occurred in the family -of the meanest
peasant, would have called forth the generous sym-.
pathy of the reighbourliood 5 how.much more, when
Jt has befullen a house, connected by ties of* respeet
and affectionate. regard with so large a portion of the
north of Scotland+a house: to. which so extensive a
circle.of kindred and allies have been accustomed to

lvok. up’ as their head—the chieftain of an ancient i
ahid gal'ant clan, whose name isinterwoven with the|

1ost interesting transactions of our country’s history,
and hallowed in its early tales andtraditions.. Never
we may safely affirm, didn young man of His rank
izave behind a more spotless reputation. 'The singu-
far mildness and gentleness of. his manners, his unab-
trusive deportinent, and genuine -and unaffected
benevolence of heart, had gaiued for fiim the esteem
ai:d affection, not only of his iriends and ependents,
Lint. of all ranl's in the country; and the grief caused
Ly bis early death exceeds in degree and in-extent
#y instance that has occurred among us for many
years. [If ghis universal sympathy could minister
any alleviation to the deep affliction of his family and
relatives, they have it to the fullest extent and in the
atmust sincerity ; - but, theiit congolation under so
hzavy a dispensation must .and can enlg.come. from
‘tie sovereign. hand ‘by whieh’ the blow- has been
Jufiicted,

Mr. Grant was in the twenty-sixth year of his age;
and by his death.a vacancy oceurs in the county of
dnverness, which he bad represented.in Parliament
for about two years and a hulf, with great approba-|
1ion on the part of his constituents., ,
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ON:PRAYER:

1t has been justly observed, that among the differ-
ent ineads, of. promoting and enecouraging, aud ex-
tending the.conversion and evangelizalion of a sinful
-and fallen.world, one of the mest important. and effi-
~catious is fervent united:prayer. . It'is most unques-
tionable that.it.is here we have been mest defeetive,
-and that it.is-the restruining - of prayer which  more
‘than any one cause has militated against the progress
-and triumphs, .of the Gospel, whether at.liome or in
distant and heathen lands, Are ‘we not furniske
“with numerous and satisfactory proofs in the history
of God’s providence towards his..Chureh;, of his
sraciously visiting her with seasous. of. refreshment
from his presence, and of his shedding upon her
copious influences of the Holy Spirit, in-answer 1o
siueere, importunate.and united prayer?” Wiien was
it that our much beloved Zion, was blessed. with a
more glorious communication of the power and in-
fluence of the Spirit of Gody than during any {ormer
or subsequent period of her existence? " It was when
the Church of Christ united together.on the.day of
Peutecost,to plead for the tulfiiment ofshe Rodeemer’s
promise, previous 1o his ascension to.Heaven.. And
how was it that God was pleased to give, public and
wnequivocal wkens of his being a God hearing and a
(fod answering prayer ? It was chiefly on account of|
the ferveney and the ucited energy of the primitive
Christians, when engagiug in this spiritual.and hea-
venly exercise.

Hence we have goad reason to conclude, - that .if
cohgregations shoul ] dedicute_stated occasions . for

know that God was with us of a truth': that the

and that this sword ‘wielded.. by: an. Akuighty arm,
was triumphing over all oppesition, and proceeding
from victory tb*victory. What glerious and happy
changes,what-blessed Reformations might be perceiv-
ed ameng our congregations which at present have

gpring up ¢ and with hope, prayer,.aml confidence,

of grace, that were about te deseend upon the thirsty |

however eminent fir gifts; and.abaudant in: laboars,
would appear-endued with new power from above,
more amply furnished for exery good word and workgt
having an-cifectual doer opened-to them, ever kept|
open, and more widely. opened by the increased|
spirit of waiting spon God, and by the abundance of}
petitions and thanksgivings, that-wers-daily present.
-ed to Jehovahion their behalfi

By the fervency of prayer, new ministers of gen-
uine piety, ardent zeal, and high and diversified at-
tainments, would be thrust forth to the work of the
Gospel : new Calvins and Luthers, nay, even ano-
ther Paul and Apollos, would be vouchsafed to the
Church : for the promise stands fast, that, in the lat- |
ter days, the weakest Christian shall be as David, and |
David as:the Angel of the Lord. Had we the prayer|
without ceasing of the Apestles and their converts,}
these would: bring back.to us the graees of the apos-|
tolical times : nay mere, they would . open out to-usj
the glory of the larter days.

Christ preached to them, - that those who have never
known Christ, should learn to put their trust in him,
itis-highly‘important also that believers should have
& larger portion. of .the Divine Spirit: and being
more strengthened in- the Divibe life- themselves;
should be better able to instructand strengthen others,
Ef the spirit is not more largely poured outsupon.. us

|2t home, we shall be unable.to do much for the Hea-

thendabraade

We compiain of the want.of Missionaries ; few are
willing to go and preach the Gospel to. distant nati-
ons, and fewer still are qualified to do so with zeal
and success. The grand, the ouly remedy is Prayer.
Do. we read.the cheering intelligence of a large and
effectual door now.opening among numerous -taulti-
tndes of Israel’s'sors in-Eastern climes, - for unfold-
ing the personal glory of .the Messiah unto them,
should we. not then pray. that the Great Head of the
Church would be plegsed-to send forth labourers into
this portion of his-vineyard ? that that Divine power
which was put forth when the vail of the temple was
rent in twain from top to bottom, should now be ex-
erted-for rending that vail of ignorance, impenitence
and-unBelief, which has covered their spirituel vision
for. nearly, a period ot 2000 years.

When we direet our attention to the. econtinent.of
Asia, which, with few exceptions, lies beneath the
dominion, of the false prophet, or.the cruelty of ido-
latry,. what a loud call. has.every child of Zion, to
plead with God on her behalfi.. W‘hera“ﬁle..lemple
of Jehovah once rose in majestic splendour, now glit-
ters the crescent ot, Mahomet,
are desolate..and forsaken. Africa presents a picture
equally appalling... Oyer her has long hovered a eloud
fearful for its density. Her pastoral tribes have been
husted, persecuted, ravage : -her sons and daughters
areled juto cruel and inhuman slavery, by monsters
i t'h,e,‘shnp’e of men—men, taking to themselves the
name of christiang ; whilst she has neither seen nor
felt, the influence of that cross, which communicates
to the soul, liberty, Joy, ang eternal glory.

America, in_her southern divisions, lies beneath the

pect much more of the power and presence.of thisi:
Divine Agent,than we now euvjoy. Then we:shonld|

written word was-indeed the. sword- of the spirit:}

but the semblance of godliness, New hopes would4

would revive, and all would be found waiting irpond
God, looking up on high for those reviving showers|

and parched lande - Fhe Ministers-of the Gospel,!]

If it is important that the heathen should have}

The seven churches||

mains to be accomplished, Lefore Christ shall reign it
all her borders. Foreveniin those'sections; which have®
been favoured with the light of chrisfianity, and theé
nutnerous-civil and religiows- liherties; whigh follow’
in her train,.what striking: proofs Have we, that trué
piety is awfully deficient,and iniquity gready absunds.
Fearful state !* How-affecting to' the® hearts of all’
those who love the Saviour ! who'connect the joys
and glories of etermity,.with the possession’ of trud
piety, in the present state of existence. To'them wo
now appeal.  The more-awfully appalling their spiri?
tual conditionappears, the more turgent and impor?
tunate should be our supplications at the footstool of
merey's threne in their behalf, :

From these circumstances, we humbly think it must
be apparent'to every right hearted and unprejudiced
christian, that it is the imperative duty of christiall
congregations throughout the land, to establish meet
ings for prayer on stated occasions, to plead with God
and beseech him to cause the influence of pure re:
ligion and undefiled, to revive amongst us, Let us’
then, arise aund pray ; let us pray, feeling our sinful

{|ness, relying. upon Christ, and entreating the Spirits

in his converting, sanctifying, edilying and.eonsoling

power. Let us go o his throne, not doubting he wilk

give us more grace ; let us expect, that we may 1€

ceive, let us seek, and we shall find, let us knock”
and it shall be opered-to us, let us pray, that we may”
be rendered blessings to the church,. to our: eountry””
and to the world &t large. .

¢
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B M.
Middle River of Picrou,
15th April, 1840.

| SOCIETY FOR THE. EXTINCTION OF THF SLAVE'

TRADE AND'THE CIVILIZATION OF AFRICA. it
"\ This ig thetitle of a Hociety lately formed in LoP"
don under the auspices of a number of benevolﬂ""
and patriotic Noblemen, and Gentlemen of all.pofiti™.
cal opinions, and of different Religious denaminall®
ons, having for its leading objects: the 'civilizaziof"
tand intellectual and moral improvemrent of the Affi”
can raee. . 'The efforts made by - Great thzaint:wi"','
'ihé o_xhér Great Powers of Europe,  since she p;rolfﬂ,f
bited her own subjects in‘the year 1807 from engt’
|ging ‘in the Slave Trade, and the large sums whi¢

the waajntenance of the Courts established for the ﬂ‘i_""
judication.of eaptured Slaves, besides the expend”
ture yearly incurred in supporting ¢runizexs in vario”
parts of the Globe, to intercept and destroy this trafi®
and the immense loss of. life which has been necess® ?
rily ineurred-in pursuing this object, having failed 1:’-
extinguizh, or even to dimiunish this horrid: 29*
cruel traffi¢, the people of Great Britain led on by !
same principles of Christianity- wihieh have hithé®
animatect their- breasts, and the  same devotioln 4
truth;justice and humanity, have resolved to conll"“o”~
their efforts in behalf of long injured Africa, ﬂ“d,'l_,
attempt if possible, - not merely the suppression

the entire extinetion of the Slave, Trade, 4

" Tris the usanimous opimion of this Soeiety; that 17

Vo

. & v
only. camplete cure of all these evils, is the intr® p
ot

: 3 sl
thavany less powerful-remedy will entirely exting"

‘the, present indueements to trade’ in - human. - b !
or. will affordl - to, thie. inhabitants of these exter®
regions a sure toundation for. repose. and happ! ol
As only-a few.of the:languages of Western and “° &
tral Africa have written eigns, if. effectual mess” o
fur.reducing the-prineipal languages of that centi” W
into writing, were once adopted,a great obstacle 10 7
diffusion of general information. wonld be re{"""k, :
and facility afforded tor the intraduction of the L
of Christianity ; . L
There are other objects of ro Jight mwo" i
f which this Institution secks to uccomplish. myA‘ni")’"’
although 'disease often ruges with fearful md ig 7o

i%plp,-in g the assistunee und _l)}eg_Si_x:g of fdod in eur,

influence. of the most baneful superstition,  op the
ij'udeness,,k bgll'_b;xri:‘y apdrreligion of savage life, Aw,d!:encsi views o this subject, to prevent or i

Medical scienee can searcely be said to exis®

6
. enlig

! ! introduction ef moreé :
encournge therefore the it ot "

she-has annually’ expended in-bounties alone, and i ¢

tion. of Christianity into Africa. . They do not bel 2l '
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