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Don't Play Rude Jokes.

1)o,''T like sermons, eh? I know it. Young
jolks iiever do. Tlîey think of sermons as bcing

prosy and fault-finding. And who wants to be al-
wvays hearing of their faults? Net fun loving, itais-
ciicvous boys 'Lnd girls, sureiy. One may praise

enhe themt how briglit and plcasant they are,
içitlit the lcast danger of giving offence. But
ichl their faulte, and sec if it is not a little like

îîirowving gunpowder into fire. But for ail that,
cve older heads have ha risk the danger of the ex-
ilosion, or rather, of giving effence, for the cake of
aviflg aur briglit boys and girls fram
à1iiîg into rude, harmfnl wayc. ___

A few years ago, wlhen the writer ivas
ttcîîding school, anc day at receas a
iriglît heaitby girl of thirteen ivas walk-
üg liu the aisle of the school.roomn, when
î nisclhievous boy, ta have a little fun,-

lirust bis foot int the aisle iii front of
ier. The girl did net see it, tri pped over M_
t, fell headIong, striking hier back on-
lit sharp edge of a dcsk. Oh! what a
liatge froin that instant in that bright,
riinîg life ! (ioîte health, gonie pleasure,
piie ail the brightnes.i fronît life ! lci
pie received a fatal injnry wiiich made
ici an invalid as long as sue Iived. A
titfering body and darkened sick-cham-
ici were hier portion in life thereafter.
%ii but ab what a cash that boy secured
uis fun
About four years aga, a young neph ew

il the ivriter was playing Nwith sorte
woys, when anc of the nuitiber, in reck-
es, sport, threw a stone %vith great vim
Zti te midst of his colnpanions. lIt
Lrîaik my littie relative's kuîee, and frac-
tccd the banc. 1"rom that dayta tiis he
as iiever walked. A heipless cripple,
otie ycars of sullering, and lînndrcd of
lollarà spent in treatrîtent, bas bccn, the
esult of ' hat anc rude act.
Net long since, two boys pLced soee

pitpowdcr under an aid pani. Calose ta
lie powder was an apparatus (with a

trîgathached which extended out frein
1.d'r the pani for striking a match,
dieul caused the poivdec te expiode. __-

Nhe joke lay in having an innocent boy -Z

iili the dring. TIc first boy who did so=
eas made hlind by the explosion. All
lirougli life hic will grape in darkness
ind suffering, a victimt of his playmates
iîde joking.
111 a female boarding-school was a girl,

f ho was very unprcpossessing in pet-san;-
eas frail, and of a highly nervous terri
lcrâment. She %vas s0 eecentric as te be
iisliked by the students. Her raoni
Kas connccîed with anc accupied by two-
Ioightless, misehievous gil.The door
Ictwea the reom wvas kepi i-ocked, and
the key removed. But one *nîght tbce
%wo girls procurcd a kcy wiîich uinfas-
Lcnêd the deor, drcssed theincelves in
ihccts, and cavered their faces wi th gliast--
.V looking muslis Whouîc the lone girl
cas asleep, bhey wvenh ho her bedside a.nd
%vcoke bier In the dim. liglit she saw
Tio spectral formes standinîg by lier bced.-
ihe gave anc scream, which cched
broghout the building, then fainted
Na.y. When the preceptress and others
Fecheied hier rooi bhey found only jýhe
rneonscious girl, and it was only after
tllorough investigatian that the guilty
es wcre discovered. They were speedi-

ly expelled. But thejir victilu went juta a nervouls
foyer, wvhich lasted for many long wecks, and caused
lier to lace a tern of echool.

Nov, youtig friends, how do you like these pic-
titres? Do youi think you would enjoy baving such
jokes porpetrated on you ? Dces there nlot seein
something almost fiendisht in a spirit that can find
picasuire in what gives pain or friglit to another?
Would you like the thauglit weighing on your con-
science that you had blighted the ife of a play-
mate? Don't yen know that thie planning and
perpetrating of 8tnch jokes etimulates a course,
cruel spirit, which should be checked instead of
encou.raged'. Have yent ever thouglit that the
only ditt'ercncc in y aur beîng liked or disiikcd, in
having friends or Loing friendiess, lies wholly in
your actions toward others?

lt is ne palliation ta yeux act to say "I didn't
meurn any harm," when evil cones of yaur rude
jolies. lIt doesn't lessen your victim's pain in the
least. And an injury produced by the foolish. sport
of a friend is harder to bear than theugli it was in-
flioted by the mest bitter enemy.

Freddie's Star Thoughts.
Wi, oat and watched the stars corne out

In the dark blne eveniDg skies,
And Fred gazîd nt them earnestly,

With wonder in bis eyep.

"Diamîna, mhat are the etare7" ho asked,
Hij brow, beneath the crown

0f shining hair that wreathed hie bead,
I3ont in a puzzled frown.

She coutd net tolltii quostioner,
Whoee yoars wore ODty tbree,

That they were other SuDS that light
Worlds wrapped in mystery.

And wbile shie pausied. I think 1 know,"
Said Fred, "land l'Il tel oti '

Thore's saine holes in the cloude, and so
The gold of Heaven shines through."

Thon ne we srniled, though Freddle'e face
Showed not a aign of rnlrth,

A brilant, flashing Iatlng star
Shot quickty down te earth.

And, witb a tight in hie brown oyos,
Most tovely ta behold,

The laddlc 8bouted, IlOh 1 inamma,
There flt a bit of gotd.Y


