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CANADIAN LÏTTERATEURS: ARE TRE
UI V sr~SO M U(H TO BLA ME:

1) EFERRING to an article in your issue of April 8th,
IL igned by IlAlcbemist," and dation, from Montreal,

1 would venture to, say that wbile 1 sympathize with the
writer's aspirations and hopes foi Canadian writers and
Canadian development, 1 would urge that he is very barsh
and even unreasonable in his treatment of the Universi-
ties. That the difficulty wbicb he deplores exists may be
true, but the saine difficulty exista in ail countries. We
do fot suppose that Wordsworth, one of the greatest
wrters of this century, ever received froni the sale of bis
inimortal works enough for the ivelibood of bimself and
famiil 1. [t was a long time before lie received that post
in the excise which gave bum the leisure to ramble over
the feils without feeling the pain of anxiety for the mor-
row, which is depressing to writers as to ordinary men.
As " Alcbemist " suggests, the true writer, the artist, the
teacher, must be tested and tested often by adversity ; he
dlaims for those who have been tested solid remuneration
and recognition. There is no doubt a special charin about
a local literature, and every organized country should
strive for the expression of its own proper wants and
tbouglits and aspirations; but these expressions should
Rlot bc 80 excessively local as to appeal only to inhabi-
tants of this Dominion. Wa are still under five millions,
we are not five to the square mile ; of these scarce tive
Millions, nearly two millons speak and write French, and
have a literature of their own growing up, which, unfor-
tunately, doas flot forni a ýhomogeneous whola wîth the
English literature. Tho two streams are clear and beau-
tif ul we may admnit,- but they are not the sanie colour, and
though they flow within the sanie hanks, they do not
mix. XVe cannot undo or gainsay history and cheerfully
admit that the existence of French Canadian literature is
a valuable Canadian asset ; but the fact remains that our
COnstituency is reduced tu less than three mllions-the
population of a second-rank Ainerican State, much lass
than the population of London. That such a population
could support a literature would be a miracle. Then, cou-
sider the age of the DIminion, for the word national as
applied to Canada bas only been applicable in any sense
for a quarter of century. We have bad our baptismal
ode, our collect for D)ominion Day, but in such a
period with such a limited, and scattered, and struggling,
and divided constituency we can scarcely expect to pro.
vide sutliciently for a clàss of authors. It is creditable
that so much bas been done. Such writers as Franklin
of the hirst quarter of the century of the American Nation
(1776-1801) wrote for Englandjust as înucb as for Amer-
ica. And tlîougbi good work bas been done in Canada, it
8eema to me little can be doue for the Canadian authors
permanentiy, until thaîr utterances are such that their
words shaîl be listened to, and listened for, beyond the
boundary of the Dominion, tilI their music shall ot be
drowned by the roar of the Atlantic. To be successful a
Canadian literature must be sucb as to ha called for, and
read hy, the ocher English-spaaking and English-writing
Populations. Burns did not write for Scotland alone, nor
Tennyson for England, nor Lonfaellow for the United
States; and while it is true that Canadians should gather
inspiration froni their federated unity, froni their pictur-
esque history, from their unique lakes, vast Mediterraneans
of vast potential history, froni their mountains and river8,
froni their festal life amidst the woods, the quaint group-
ing in the sugar shanty, the merry glee of skaters and
tobogganers, from the courage and endurance which bave
conquered extremes of climate ; froin the whole compass
of that wide gamut which maires up Canadian life, it
ie also true that their aun should not be local. The
niaterial for a special literature or flavour of lîterature is
there, but the uttarance must be sncb in forai as to, coin.
Pel attention beyond our political boundaries. A new
author of the true type is almost sure tu, emarge froni tha
crowd ; eve» in the thick press of the English book niar-
ket, a new singer will be listenad to. So if we produce a
singer equal to Longfellow, ha will find bis audience where^nli.b is spoken; if we can produce a biatorian like
Macaulay or Bancroft, ha will be read as these writers
are in the United States and England respectivelyý The
Atlantic and the lîne of forty-ive will not prove to, us
nonconductora of that deep and truthful buman utterance
whicb we cal] literature. The fact is, competition, natu.
ral selectioti bas a cruel îooking side. A species of literary
protectioni1 fancy, 'il! not, in the long mun, belp the
Canadiafi authors mucb. By ail mean8 let us make sub-1
scriptiOn lists for works of Canadian authora ; let us organ-
ize Canadian Evenings, but not confine ourselveu to themi
let us iflpresa on ocu Canadian Ministers the usefulnes
of the Civil service, that not too axacting profession, as a
place to pi'Ovda for promising writers. Dominion pen-
sions might also be advocated ; small pensions, sncb as
would keep the 'voîf froni the door at any rate. Per-
haps Our littérateur would devalope a specialty and
becoule an autbority in some department of statecraf t
as weil as a literary man, as bas alrQady been done by J.
0. Boui'inot and, in another way, by M. J. Griflin. The
Provinlces, toutînight do sonietbing. Il Alchamist " is quita
right in thinking that even bigb-class jolimnaliani is tooc
engrossiug for true literature-prodncing. In few proles.
lions cati we find flien of even partial laisure.f

t is wben IlAlchemist " falîs foul Of the liniversitiea
that 1 think the Mlajority of bis readers will part company
%fith hiffl. Snch language as ha uses in bie fonrtb paragrapb

is scarcely wortby of the subject. Hie says tbe Universities
are most Il blameable "' on account of their Il neglect of Can-
adian ailities ; " IItbot they are so absorbed in theniselves
that tbey are more or less bliud to aIl the new movements
going on around theni," and so on. Their self-absorption
seenis to me to mean tbat they really mind tbeir own natural
business. It is their business to teacb, first and chietly
research will conie later. They aie not, as yet, fully
equipped for research. Tbey strive to make the best of
tbe matarial brougbt' to theni in their varions faculties,
and to instrnct and inspire tbeir studants. Their business
is to do this, rather than to mingle in the political strife,
or even the political constructiveneas, of thair tuae. Much
of thair work miust nacassarily be hunidruui, akin to the
drilling of recruits. Lectures and examinations miay not
bave an inspiring sound, but tbere are hundreds to-day in
Canada wbo would gladly confess that one of the leading
inspirations of their lives bas been the taaching received
and the compauionship found in collage life in a OCnadian
Ulniversity, and who know that thay are better citizens for
the yaars they bave spant in one of those institutions ; and
the graduates of the smallest, as well as of the largest,
colleges feel this strongly. There is one word which is to
my mind needlessly and provokingly irritating in tbe
article ; the iUniversities are said to be fil!ed with Ilfor-
eigners," and it seemns thesa foreigners are causing the
Canadian litt6rateur to starva. At wbat stage the non-
Canadian born began to ha a foreigner we are flot told.
Wa are flot evan told whether Canada would now ha
existiu g 'ithout tbe intervention of foreigners. Sir John
Macdonald was foreign-born, and so are more than haîf
the leiading men of the Dominion who are over sixty.
These foreigners, who bave beau appointad profassors
bacause, as "' Alchemiat " admits, tbey are the hast men
available in the subjects they have to teacb, fail to apply
theniselvas to exactly Il what is wanted to raise this politi-
cal organismi higber and improve it." Wbat f contend is
wanted is that' the best Physicist available sbould teach
Physics, the beat Greek acholar available should teacb
(Jreek, the best Enalish acholar ahould teach Eniglishhby
this yon will promote patriotic objecta more than by con-
sciously niaking evarything subserve the Canadian idea.
Surely the list of patriotic profassors is not limited to
three, mnucb as we aIl honour the naines of Grant, Clarke
Murray and Ashlay. Sir W. Dawson is a ramarkable
exaniple of the patriotic UJniversity profassor. Think of his
work for general education in the Province of Quebec, and
bis scientifie audience, whether he writes upon bis own sub-
ject, or on sncb questions as the connection of religion and
science, is îîot conined to this side of the Atlantic. Ie bas
satistied the conditions of success, and any Canadian who
in pure litcerattîre 'vilI show a like ability 'vilI gain the
wider audience, and will not nead mnch bolsterîng up.
Surely "lAlchemist " cannot expect Universîties to replace

foreign " specialiats by Canadian littérateurs indiscrini
rnately ; ha would flot have Lampnian as Professor of
Matheamatics, or Scott as Professor of IJhenistry ; thase mnen
mustbeh the professors of literature if of any subject, and
the number of such professorships is very limitad. C. G.
D). Roberts is professor of King's, Windsor, a University
îiplanted bare by foreign Oxford men,' while young C.
Colby is a lecturar of McGill. We ail mourn with Pro-
fe.ssor R{oberts on the early death of Goodridge Roberts.
Ha was a theological stndent, with bis course incompleta
at the tume of his death, and it is a pity ha should be men-
tioned by Il Alchanist " as one who already ought to have
beau a professor. By aIl means let us have chairs of Can-
adian lfitory, Arch;týalogy, Literature fonnded in our
large Universitics by those who owe their wealth to
Canada, but let us get th(- beat mai every tume for any
particular post. Try to secura with bigh spacial quali-J
fication high personal character and sympatbatic disposi -1tion. Let ns get rid of the slavery of naines and8
boundaries. We are membars of that United Empire 1
of aIl the continents whose niotberland is Englaud;t
we bave a fine strain, too, of Frenchi blood ; this wa do 1
not undarvalue or ignore, but, in apaaking of foreigners,f
do not let us train ourselves to tbink of auy of the citizaus
of the United Empira as foreigners. And in literature,
science and pbilanthropy at leat let us flot consider any
who use the tongua that Shakespeare wrote as foraigners.
The name IlUnited States," without any geographical1
addition, bas bacoma a name of loyal ty -prodncingc love to
millions whose native tongue 'vas or was not English; and i
the terni -1United " bas been te,,ted as by the fire of civilawar. The South is not foreign to tha North, nor tha East tto the West. Why abould not the tarin IlUnited Empira,""
obtaining a naew application in these latar tumes, bcaa
equal watcbword of loyalty for the people in Canada, Aus-
tralia, Ireland, Scotland, England ? Let Can~ada ha a true
unit and organisa in a mightier unit and a mightier organ-
ism, but not an isolated unit or an iaolated organisul.0sMeanwbiîe J trust I bave flot been dleficient in sympathy hwith II Alchamit " ini bis yaarnings for the healtby and iadult developmeut of Canada and Canadian literatura, nor
in the desire which I share with bum that our writers shall
have a sutïiciancy and aven an abrindance. May theirhwritings ha known and loved froin Vancouver to Cape Bre- l
ton, froni Melboune to Mancheater, froni London to Cal- 0cutta ; and in the maanwhile the French writars, too, abava our baartiest good wisbes. But let no localirni dis- h
figura or dwarf our patriotiani, nor let us condemnn ur bUniversities for doiug their spacial work, or for leaving t
undona wbat it was scarcaly in thair powar ta do. r

Lennoxvilli6 THON-As ADAMÎS.

THE RAMBLER.

C' ANON CAYLEY, of Toronto, bas in bis possession a
Ytranslation of the liebrew Funeral Oration for the

late Duka of Clarence, delivared in the great synagogue
et Jerusaleni. I append sonie of the more florid and
intensely Eastern portions of the sermon or elagy, wbich
appears to have bean a fine effiort an the part of Rabbi
Josep>h Nassini Barba. The raferancea toelier MaJesty
'vilI ha sean to ha in the warmaat and moat loyal vain :

"lA sound of distreas, of sickening and the groaning
and sighiug of tha globe, procaadiug froin London the
Metropolis, lias reacbad us ; for a nman in wboîn the King
delighted, a Prince of Princes aud a Duka of ])ukes,
Prince Albert Victor, grandson of the mighty Queen Vic-
toria, is cut off, and ail the people lament: and mourn
' AIes and Woe.' For tira dascended from heaven to
antreasure in the earth the pracious vassal, the sardius
and topez. The four quartars of London trenîbtled and
sbook, and they that looked out of the windows 'vere
darkenad.. .... Evil and bitter is the fountain of tears,
as the brooks are tbey spread forth. Weeping is as rivers
and brooks, because a prince and a miigbty one feil this
day in lsrael, cut off as a young branch. F~or a tire 'vent
forth and consumed aven the verv apple of the eyA...

O thon migbty man, hlessed among sons, bow art thou
eclipsed. A voica of crying, of sorrow and distrasa, the
stone from the wall crieth out in pain for the burden of
sorrow which bas befallan Her Majesty iii the death of
bier beautîful, cedar-like grandson ' Israel.' We sympa-
thîze with and say to bier, ' We grieve for thee, O mighty
Quean of Shaba.' . .. lThe loss of thiq great P~rince,
who was a most important parsonage, is (comparing mental
suffering to physical>, in respect te painfuines, as pain in
the cavity of the heart ; for ini phîysicel diseasas the inton-
sity of suffering faIt depends on the meniber of lhe body
aflacted, and ini like manner the sorrow feit on account of
the deatb of a ienber of society 4pends upon bis posi-
tien and u,4efulness."

Montreal exchaugas contain full reports of the finit
ganeral meeting of the Canadien brandi of the Amnericen
Folk-Lore Society, hald Tuasday week in the historic hall
of the Natural History roonis. Although the idaa-tbat
of following up original research in the walk of native
folk-lore--seems a naw orle, I imagine that our own (Can-
adiani Institute bure in Toronto bas beau doiug a great
deal of work in a similar direction for years past. 1lfow.
aver, the formation of the new sociaty 'vilI doubtless cahl
forth the labours of ardent specialists in this direction,
sud draw into the true and propar channel înuch valuable
testiniony to the great wealth of the Freuch province both
in bistory and tradition. Ex-Mayor Baaugraud bas beau
elacted praident, Mm. John Reade, secratary, and [Dr.
Louis Frechette, second vice-president. A ladies' axecu-
tiva, composed as follows, was also added: Mrs. Beau-
grand, Mrs. Frechetta, Mrs. Panballow, Mrs. Robert Raid,
Miss MücCalluni, Miss Van Horne. [t is proposed to
bold monthly meetings during the winter months. Ment-
bership in the Montreal branch 'vilI aiso secura meniher-
ship in the Americari society, and its journal, which is
publishad quarterly, can ha procurad froni any of the
oflicars of the branch.

If we beli.3ve that a certain hacknayed lina of old-time
verse ha truc, and that the proper study of mankind i8
man, than folk-lore inay, I suppose, ha looked upon as the
foundation of the niost important of ail sgiences, that of
authropology, and therafora very interesting i n itself. But
who 'vara the greateat masters of folk-lora 1Not the men
of science, the paniphletears, the contributors to quarterly
journals and reviews; say, rather, the troubadours andpoats, the writers of fairy-tales and sketches, the essayists
and gentla scholars who embodiad the talus of their cbild-
bood in charmning and picturesque pages. Nuvertbeless
the anthropologist proper, wboever or wbataver ha may
lie, bath my sympathy, as 'vaîl aii the naconacious antbro-
pologiat, 'via, like tha incorrigible Jourdain, may remark:.
', Why, I bava writtan on thasa subjects for yaars and must
ha a master of folk-lora 'vithout knowing it !

The topic raminds me of a atory by Leigli Hunt, which
I quotad racently to ona who was in want of sometbing
'vaird but neot sensational, impressive, but not decked out
in imagery. I tbink it the modal of a short story mamark-
able for point, human intareat and suggrestiveness. This is
the outlina, and as soine admirera of Laigh Hitnt are
among my readers, thay at least 'vili not quarrel witb the
digression. A gentleman of Bavaria, noble and wealthy,
had the miafortuna to lose bis 'vife. Soon aftar be g ave
way completaly to grief and isolatad huisaîf froni society
of wbich ha bad evar been very fond. It is nacesaary ta
say liera that bis oua great fanît previons to bis great lass
had been a violent temper, whicb, althougb neyer vented
in augar upon his gentla 'wife, made bun anytbing but an
agraaabla friand and perfect master. One day wbile visit-
ing the burial-gronnd, a messanger of divine aspect
hands bum a latter froni bis 'vife, which ha reada b y the
igbt of the aatting sun, and wbich asks him to repair atnce to the public walk, wbara haieviii find bis 'vifa -alive
and 'vaîl. Obaying the mysterious somamons, ha doas find
har-tba IlBertha " of bis lova, apparantly as sha had beau
before, and eftem a aweet reconciliation, tbay retumn home
to taka up the aId lifa once more. A mock funaral is
aeferred to in ordar ta quiet the naighbonrs, and for a tuae
ail goas 'val]. The Bavarian's tamper at first is character-


