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Trip QUINTESSENCE 0F IBS5EINI. By G. Bernard Shaw.
Boston: Beuj. R. Tueker, publishur. 1891.

As a vigord)usly uxprcssed exposition cf certain uxtremely
modern views, this wonk is by ne means devoid cf interest.
Mn. G. Bernard Sbaw ikes Ibsen apparuntly, net because
Ibsen is Ibsen,~ but because, Mr. Shaw tbinks, bu agnees
with G. Bernard Shaw. It is a cuieus gospel we find
pruached ; curions alike te tUe Philistine, wbo is satisfied
with the worid as hu finds it, and dees net try te look into
the meaninge cf things, and to bim who is content with
Mattbuw Arnold's creed, and thinke inisuif a cultuned
man. This iast namud individual is by ne means acceptable
te Mr. Shaw, wbo cails im an Idealigt, wbo waxes scorn-
fuI over Ujîn, and wbe gioies in Ibsen becauEe that authon
foute tbese Idealists most muncilessly. Màr. Shaw bas a
new higher cass-thu "Realiste." For bini, the Philistine
i8 content witb tbings as thuy scout, tUe ldealist bas soute
conception cf tUe trutb o? tbings, but is frigbtened and
shrinks back te conveutionalities, while tUe Roalist secs
things as tbey are, and fearlessly accepta tUe ogical deduc-
tien. Sncb men are, cf course, very rare, and Mr. Shaw
admits tis-nay, Uc estimates the proportions as 700
Philistines, 299 Idealiets and eue Realiet. History, in
our author's conception, ie tUe record of tUe graduaI
casting away cf uncumbrances te ight tbinking unden the
name cf I"duties." TUe set cf duties that "Theciogy"
teache is, in Mn. Shaw'e view c? tUe cuitivated world, by
this time tboroughiy obsoiete. TUe set cf I"duties " that
romains te bu combatted by tUe pioneers cf truth is that
held by the Idealiets, and includes tUe ideas that mariage
je inviolable, and that women sUould bu Ilwomaniy " and

"self.-sacri ficing." This new creed is vigorous enough, and
it loecs noue cf its vigour fnom Mr. SUaw's expression o? ht.
1' is becausu Ibsîen je a Relit-or at least satirizes Phil-
istine and Idealiet alik-that oun author litres Ujîn. Af ter
bis prcliminary explituations, Mr. Shaw gives a careful,
though we think somewbat ex parte, review and anabysis
o? Ibscn's plays, and secs in theni a compietuly Rcalistiii
point cf view, or, te put t1te matter more p]ainiy, Anar-
chistic. We uîay Uc pardoned for mot f nlly agreeiîîg witb
Mr. SUaw. lie dous nom. write as a disiuterestud litrary
critic, but as a partisîan, and hie book je te a great exteut
a epecial plea. Now, wu do net think that [bsecn is a par-
tisan cf any sect or school. As a muan c? genius hocpre-
serves tUe full impantiaity otf g-îius, anîd strikios ight and
loft rcnuorseiessiy. At ciue tîlce. accordimîg te Mn. Shaw,
tUe Idealiets fancied iticu i thîir camp and rejoiced
thencat ; but thev wîre satun roughiy undeceic'ed. 'Now,
may 'lot Ibsen cairry this iiipurtiîlity a step funther i We
shoubd net bucscrprised if lis next play wcru ami assailt
upomu Anarchismîî itsei?, though we sheuld bu mucb sur-
prised if Mr. Shiaw were [o acknowledge iii as an attack.
Certainly on the wbole the bock le neadable. Mr. Shaw
bas the courage cf bis con victions, acîd expresses thema with
rare candeur and plain speech. Hie position je by ne
means devoid of truth, butt is a position tbat can ho Ueld
by few indecd. 'FUe tass cf those who boid hie opinions
will fali inte tUe vulgar uc-ons whîch have madle tUe haine
cf Anarclism n idiculous as well as hateful in our cane.

WUAT 18 REALTY ? An lmquiny as te the Ruasouableness
of Natural Religion, and the Natunalmuese cf Revealed
Religionu. By Francis Howe Johnson. Price $2.
Boston and New York : iloughton, Mifiin amud Coin-
pany ; Toronto : Wiliiamson and Comapany. 1891.

We do net know whethen tbîe auther cf thie work is a
Professer cf Pluiosopby, a Clergyman or merely ti Litcrary
man ; but Uc bas pnoduced a vcry able and interusting book
on a subject cf tUe highust importance. Our readers are,
inany o? thera, aware of tUe question brought oiut with
the greateat clearness by H-umne. Can we know anything,
and are we sure tbat tberu is amything te know 1 Hume
gave a negative, on at leaet a sceptical, answer te this ques-
tien. There may Uc sucli a thiug as Reaiity, Uc answered;
but we can have ne ruaI knowledge cf it. It ie this position
which is assailed by Kant, and wbich aIl tUe more spiri-
tual philo4ophy cf the last century has endeavoured ta
evec-tîuow. Tliîe presunt witcr bas set himsecf tUe saute
task. R1,eality," bu says, Il is tUe agneement cf oui
tbeught with that wbich is external te our tbeught." hn
other werds, Kcowiedge je ruai. Again, Il A thing ie
ruaI when it is capable o? fulfiling the promises it makut
te us," se that we have a seoure basis for action an
expectatien. To bu more explicit, the firet and principal
question whicb the author discussec is this : le our con-
ception cf spirit as spirit tUe counterpant o? a reaiity, ci
me it an illusion 1"

TUe witun dees net iay dlaim te a knowledge, at finst
hand, cf aIl the philosophical syste whiclî Uc examines,
and Uc makes full and gener eus recognition of the sourceE
frnm which ho has deric'ed assistance. It je bis abject
hoe says, te show that tUe promises cf religion are as rual
as any part e? man's knowlcdge; and tbat tUe methode by
which its vital truths are deduced frcm these promise arc
ne lees legitimatu than those empleyed by science. This ii
quite truc, bearing in mind, o? course, tUe caution el
Anitotle, that we muet expsýct, n cvery department oi
tudy, that kind cf certainty which les uitable te its nature

The auther firet examines tUe answers given fnom th(
opposed echoole cf idcaiismn and rualiena, and decides agains
both. lu bis partial nefutatien o? Hegel, wc think, hi
doe net quite remnember bow much aIl recent epiitua
philosophere owe te [hc profound and difficuit German,
Hie own answcn be cale the Answer cf Life, and dedlare
that the realitice cf ife are te Uc decided by an appeal ti

life. RIe asserts bis conclusions in thie fellowiug teris : I
(1> TUe external world, known te us through our senses, te

is a world cf ruai agencies that aet and neact upon us. (2) cc
Tbe human mind je a ruai originating cause, wbich te soinie se
extent modifies and directs itself and external agencies. v
If theru is net absolute novelty, theru iii considurable r
freshuess in the working eut cf these rusuits. Hure us a
goed point against the sceptical attitude cf certain phil-
osophurs. "TUey," bu says, Il though deeply attached te v
their special scepticisms, are yut mnore fond1 cf lifu, andB
thenefene witbdraw in time te demontrate the necessity E
cf living tbe affirmative cf tbat whicb they tbuoretically I
deny."G

In regard te tbe relativity cf knowledge, bu accepts h
tbe postKantian position, holding that knewledga of rela- a
tiens is knowledge cf reality. Passiug on, we coine to an
intenestin g chapter on Inîanency and Tranlscenid'ncy, in v
wbicb be adopte, in our judgment, thce riLEht conclusion, c
avoiding pantbeism on the eue hand' and dcism on tUe
otber. The nernaining portions of the volunme are given te
the futher discussion cf religion, revelatien, thue cburch
and the Bible. [t is a book wbich few will read withot
profit. ___

SONGs OF TIE HUMAN. 13y William P. HcKlenzie.
Toronto : Fart and Company. 18 92.

This is a volume whoee attractive bIne anîd White cevers,
fine paper and excellent workrianship <ous great credit to
the publishers, Messrs. ffart and Conupany, wbo have won
distinction as artistic and skiifui publishers. It is a bock
whose workmanship entitles it te a place on tUe library ï
shel? with any flrst edition ; but its attractiveness does net

stop witb the cover, foi' tbcre is iiou'h geninui poctic work
in it. lu bis best moments Mr. Mc Lenzie show. i ot oîîby
a command cf melody, but an indepemdent force cf tbought;
witness sucb a stauza as the following

'huliigh lîtîer andl titlerw ard lownliî ,
'r'ie petali.eîneatilicaItterxwhite,

'['le real that lay uder thie kiot wi
Shah ripeit at lastit.' iglit.

Or as thi8
And yot 1 tue lieneatli soiiwýinauto;îîîsiliit-

t ,reat cartit, li les tliat (ci r 'ithie>;oi,i

M\iglit lîar thte r.îîsoiii c îtitingît firî Te I)îîîii,
A spirit lîst tlt:t gîiti-ilanii cthily go al.

The latter, with its uoble spiritualsh, is soggî-stivî. cf
Browuiug's tetîciing; but it is yet Mr. Mie lenzie's own.

The volumte lias sîveral Ueadiîgs ' IlOf Places andî
LUen," I" Of oig, 'O? Losîing ''and Il Of Living." (Of
these, we have found mnost pleasure inIl Of0 Losiing." 'fhi
third cf the Il Episties Unito a Mad, ' eunioci," witb
its sobumiun concluding quotatien, Doinimus <edit, I)înins
abstulit, sit ncone n Dorini benedictnrn is very touching.
It is tee long for quotation, but we înay cxcerpt a stanza
from tUe Conclusion cf this section ; a stanzîî whîicli
breathes tUe high, almost mystic, faitb whicbî nuakes goed
aIl lüsses

1 ati m ly a cliilîl, Whoîi4 lviîig
(lu t le liisun utf [iniute ILoive

1 slieak nt 'if lving or îlying,
1 kîîîîw not ofi s rriw îor iryîug

My thîuglits tareîlwellingatiiovii.

But we hy ne meaus inteud te confine oun approbation
te this portion cf Mn. MncKenzie's work. Wîi have alreaîly
given extracts froni otheir sections,-" A F~riend Incdeed"
is fromt Il0O Places and Meii," and "lAnt Influence ' is front

OfLoving." Probablyte bet coniplete poemm n the at-

*stauzas cf this te our readurs :
On a shining stem, mark, a heetle crawls

Asi lie sways inth îe wiril1tîlirieti witli a driati
*Mtan venturiuig 50 at soie clilfi.fîit Sîîrawls,

But its wing-case lits andth îe ganzee%-.abs sîirîad.

Tîtere is cone 1 know who bas claintierel outt
O n a ilarinmg hople tii its utinost enîd,

Over ileatht lii- ways, anîitilîîîîe,--yet i doulît,
ndIf whings lie the gift tîtat bis God cii seld.

Adthe poeîn irmnediateiy foîlowing thîis, II A 'Fwiligbt
D Flower," is very good. Passing te "Of Living," wo miay
e note Il Misconcuptions," witU its cuieus, yet ail tee truc,
r idea. This section centaine eue piece hoeven that we

a regret te sue inecluded, Il The Yielding cf Pilate." It je,
8 we elîould say, the weakest work in tUe volume. TUe
Et treatment is sight, for eue tbing, ; and, deaing witb the

d most awful and sternby realistie scene known te man, tUe
,I movement is distinctiy lyricîi. Fer example, lut us take

tUe following passage:
r Pn.Aî'E. \Vbat iii truth!

[Risirig etriptl/, /îe qoe. itcnt i t sîitii t/itheJeu-s, îittîîiîcg
It Ieuatl. canît bidle these iranglers

Wbo seek witb words to daze,
Tridenttand-net entanglers
Wbo sîtear wtb tliree.proimged phrase
For priests and women let thetît balible,
For nie the sword best suits tbe rafible
A iman of action, I, ai Roitian,

y Your babbling Greek, 1 counit hit inu mart,
Buîîziig about for soieting "unew,"-
And better be a duc, thati le a Jew!

f In tUe firet place, this challenges comparison wit.b Beacon's
f concise and weighty sentence, IlWhat is truth' said

e. jesting Pilate, and stayed net for an answer." And in
te the second place tUe speech witb its double rbyme cf
t "lRoman " and I"ne man " is net in keeping witb the
e tragic issues at stake.

But it is ungrateful work seiziug on tUe weak points
cf a work that ceitaine so mucb good matter. Mn.

es McKenzie's ability and maeteny of bis art is on the
ýo increase ; the bock before us is we hope an carnîet cf

aucb te corne. HIe poqssses a truc poetic inqigýht, wedded
o a pure and spiritual way of? b kiiig tat life; and bis
commiand of melody is proved by more, than one of the
selections we have made, and by mchl more that is in a
volume, which we trust will muiet withi the favourable
receptien it so well deserves.

Tirî,e Domuinion filrîated. IJecoiner 19, 1891, is a
very fair issue of this well ltnown Journal. IL. t"rederick
Brande publishes a sonnet on " Ireland's Uncrowned
King," the force and beauty of wbichi is, in our opinion at
least, niarred by the foeblenest3 of the last two lines. Il OId
Glabriel " is a lively description of an ineffectuai bear-
hunt, The illustrations are good. soinu of themn exception-
ally se, and the wholo issue is quite up to its usual forin.

TuE 1}University/ Aontlrly, Fredericton, N. B., issues a
very fair nuier for Decunîber. Miss GertrudeT'. Gregory
contributes a carefully-written. pîper entitled Il Molière
on the Education of Womuý,n." iMiss Uregory lias quoted

De son tdle, enfin, je, veux qu'elle se cache,
Et qu'elle ait dlu savoir, sans vouloir qui''n le sache
Sans citer les auteuirm, saîri, dire (le ;,rauî 1, nmots
Et clouer de l'es prit àa ta lmit ndres propos.

Would allIUniversity ladies; have Uic saine courage ?i And
yet the grand old philosopher was rigit after aIl. The
magazine is well got up, and(, on thie wholo, does the Uni-
versity credit.

TUE, Laclies' Iloine ,or issue,., a charmuing New
Year numnber. Aniongst, a great deal that 18 pretty and
much that is interesting inay bu înentioned the continu-
ation ofIl The Staircasu of Fairlawn Manor " (part 11.),
by Mamie D)ickens. Nliss 'Ethel ingalls, one, ut the series
cf "' Clever I)aughtîri cf ('lever l' H,"isaptly <lescribed
by ,Jean Mallory as Il not a short haired reformer," but-

A perfect %vinl)ean, uîly pla1oiucd.

Ella Wheeler \Vilcox contributes a poei entitled Il Duty's
Path.''''i 'Getïg 'Cros4s fli Ste," eoming as they
do at the Clîristînas season, add to the attractiveness of a
îuost agreeable issue.

TuE Q ni ver, J anoary, b1892, contains mîuch interesting
matter. " Coniion ti oilgingi I , ouses., and Thîeir Patrons"
is a vigorously drawn pieture of Londoni îîisery, illustrateil
hy J. Il. Bacon. " Below the Suit Level " reprosents
1[olland witl al iïts physical diýsadvaîitages, disadvantages
whic}î have at once îîoditied and strengtheneil the clîarac-
teristies of its people. 'hFliirHt Werk for (lad," by
the author of Il Flow to bu 1htppy, thieugh Mrid"i4
weil aud earnestly written. 'T'he seriatl stories, II 'lTli
Hleiress cf Abherstone(-" and I "'Ihrouglî Devio us \t,,
are continnied. Our space will not permit muention cf all
that is valuable iii thîls numiber, and our advice to aIl i4 te
read it for theinselves.

TUE Wliestininster Revient foi' Decemiber, 1891, opens
with a carefully-writtun paper entitled -"EII'ectf cf the
DJoctrinies cf Evolution on Ittli(,ious Ideas," frein the pen
cf .1. C. Crosbie. Mr. Crosbie points eut the effets which
the doctrine cf evolution produces upon the thinker, the
religieus (in the ordinary sense if thue word) and the super-
ficial mind. IlOutcasts cf Paris," by E. R~. Spearuian,
gyives a terrible description cf the nîisery in the heart cf
thiat plcasure-Ieving capital. Captain J. A. Skene Thom-
son coutribiites an article entitled II Military Ethtusiasmi
as a Means cf IRecruiting." Th'e Captain ends his lîtterest-
ing paper with thîis rernark wlîich wu leartily eche "I For
the regular arîny we are apt te forget that hure aIse we
are deabiug with veluntuers, and that honestentlîusiasmi and
love cf soldiering, and net recruiting-traps are our best
and natural agexîcies." Mr. Edwin Johnson, M.A.,
writes on II Gothic and Saracen Architecture." 'l'ho
nuimber is a decidedly geod crne.

JIaroer's Newt Ment k/y Magazine, January, 1892,
opens with II De Littl' Modder," a story by Mr. William
MeLeunan. "Caniada's El Dorade " should be perused by
ail Canattian readers. " The Sorrow cf Rohab)," by Anco
Bates, containis sonie very fine passages.

Illiithe Ikîng
D elight.i tii iiîon r tîte. l iolitb thte ni
Aveniges Leutra's eath, andl SîMîrEs

This is really dramatie and ini its, force cf expression con-
tr:îsts strangely witb that sof t sensucus lay cf Loutra coin-
mncing with-

Sweetlîeart, thy lip)s are tîîuclied wvitb lIante.

Wilhelm Singer in bus brightly writteu paper, Il Popular
Life in the Austro-ilungarian Capitals," desci'ibes himself
as belonging to the clams cf Ilbarniless lonfers" who only
write about "tlings that yeu cati tonch and sec" as the old
Latin Grammîar puts it, and wbe are net anxious about
legends or aîîythiug whicb has been abready IIbeautifully
described by others." Can anything bu more encouraging
te start with? Read this article and yeu will s.ec that he
is truc te bis principles. - London cf Charles the Second,">
by Walter Besant, should bu read by ail wbe feel eitber
interust or curiosity for old London. IlTwo events-two
disastuns--give special importance te this pericîl. Iinean
the Plague and the Fire." Mr. Besant alludus te hoth cf
tbese at seme length. 1"A Lutter cf Introduction," by W.
T. Smedly, is very amusing and we regret that we have
net space te comment upon inuch more tlîat is pleasant
reading in this issue.

TRIE Nineteenthb Centturu for Decemqber is a number
1which requires some careful neading. Mr. Charles Lowe

contributes an article on IlThe German Newspaper PreFs,"
in which he contnasts the Germnan under the step-motherly
influence cf his Govurumeut, and the English n-oXuTtKm oeo'


