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in the Roman Catbolic Church. And the remark was perfectiy just. WVe hold

it as a theory that each man, flot only may, but ought to exercise bis own

reason and come ta judgment in ail matters of religous belief. At the first

that was aur main raison d'étre,-it was a protcst against blind sulimission

to authorities-it ivas a startling assertion of individual and personal rigts-it

was the uprising of rnanhood in grim determination to bear its oxvn proper t

burden of rcsponsibility. But the creeds wbicb then wcre formuiatcd have

becorne stecotyped naw ; that ivbich then was a rougb road, rcquiring from t

the traveller constant thouglit and effort, is now a weli-worn groove, in which

the churches glide along unconscious of the motion, and putting forth no effort, t

What was then ncw and fresb and full of a vigoraus life bas become crystai-r

iized, and wve want a new Protestantismn of some kînd. We want a protest1

against this blind belief wbich obtains in our churches. Tbink over for a

moment the people you know-regular church-going peope-and how rnany

hold intelligent, thought-out vicws of religions matters ? Not many; not teni

out of cvery bundred. They were taken to a certain churcli wben chidren;

tbey contînued in it as youtbs ; tbey are in it now. But what is it to tbem ? t

For the niost part, a simple observance, a habit, a form-notbing more. Howt

many of the cburcb-going people of this city have a defined idea of wbati

religion is ta them, do you tbink ? Not many, I arn sure. Ail our rnacbinery,

aIl our effort is against that.

There is a good deal of enquiry going an in the worid-a good deal of

mental vigour is being put forth. It is a terrifie time. Men tbink boldiy, and

act with encrgy. But only a very littie of this is ta lie found within the pale

of Protestantism. Protestantism, is just as imperions, just as dogmatie, and

just as merciless as ever was Roman Catbolicism. It says: IlVon may tbînk,

but sec to it that you think along the weii-defined lines of orthodoxy ;-find

new arguments if you can ; get more iight if you can ;-if revelations corne

weicome them ; but arguments, iights, revelations, must ail lie in favour of

orthodoxy-ar, yaur arguments are bad, unsonnd and unsafe ; your light is

oniy a far-off glare fromn the pit ; your revelations are only the vagaries of a

diseased imagination." Let a man begin to think and speak bis thougbts, lie

he cleric or lay, and he will find tbat generai religions society is disposed to

frown down any such impertinences. As a rule, tbinking and searching bave

to lie donc outside of the churches. Even the terni Ilfree thinker " bas lie-

come a reproacb, irnplying that ive do not tbink freeiy, but in chains imposed

upon us by aur fathers and mothers. And I want to protest against that blind

belief. Von are Presbytcrians because you were brouglit up Preshyterians-or

Episcopalians, or Metbodists, or Congregationalists ; yau are Protestants simply

because yaur parents were ; you are Christians because-weli, you don't quite

know wby. In general ternis, you are a Christian because this is a Christian

community ; it bas corne ta you just like your nationality, and your connection

with religion is of the saine kind, although not so deep and so fervent as your

patriotismn; and the old creed must no more be enquired into and condernned

than the iaws and customs of the old country. Wbiie that is truc, wbcre is Our

ground of boasting ? whcre is aur freedom ? wbat is our iife ? We talk of blind

unlielief, and of the deadly errors into wbich it fails ; but rnay tliere not lie a

blind beiief, just as iii-governed and just as ruinons? May it not bce more

dangerous ta the soul to adopt ancient belief than modern scepticismn? Is it

weil to lie ail through life a cbuld, withi undeveioped facuities and uintried

reason ? Is it wcil to trust the aifairs of the soul and eternity ta others, as you

would not trust your bouse or your office? Women look after their own

dornestic affairs, and inen after their business; but mcen and women leave

their immortal interests ta others of the past and prescrnt. Anyivber9 cisc it

would lie bankruptcy, and here it rneans bankruptcy-mental, moral, and

spiritual min. 1 wonld say tai you : Base your religion upon something; let it

be sonei/ing; let it bie an inteilectuai conception, produet of carefuil thougbt;

let it lie the resuit of your own calm reasoning. What you bold, have intelli-

gently, that the facuities of your mmnd înay work around it and close in upon

it, tbat you may blie firîn when the hour of criticismn cornes. Better stîli : Let it

lie sometling-a ,iFE ; something that is in the mind as an idea, and in the

heart as a deep abiding sentiment, giving shape and colour ta character and

conduct. Hasts of aur people-our Christian people-have neither own

thought nor own sentiment about religion ; they neyer seek and neyer find,

and neyer suifer fromn a sense of loss. But none the less is it sin ; and the

men who give in ta this blind acceptance of theories, caring neither ta bave

thonght nor feeling about it, are just as abject in their mental servitude-jnst

as mucb the slaves of a class-just as unmaniy and irreligic,us as the most

unquestioning Catholie in either Spain or Ireland. Uniess you have searcbed,

bow caîl you tell that yonr creed is better than that of the Brabnin ? Yon

take other people's word for it ; so does he. You have some sentiments about

it whîch you are sure must be rigit ; so lias he sentiments which be is sure are

riglit, and be is more fervent than you. Is it better ta give yourself in uniques-

tianing obedience ta Pratestantisrn than ta Catholicisrn? How can you know,

since you have nat enquired into the matter ? One was born into Catbolicism,

and hie accepted the situation in after-years witbout so much as a turn of the

mi.nd. You were born into Protestantisrn, and are there now by reason of the

same indolence. Which can hoast of preëminence ? 1 do flot see. Since it

natters s0 much what a man believes, what do you, my friends, believe ?

5'elieve, 1 mean. Not simpiy what you have been taught ; flot mereiy what

does your pastor teacli; flot only what is the general opinion of the people with

vbom you associate, but what are your owvn opinions upon religious matters ?-

Are they definite ? are they strong ? are they reasonabie ? are they in you as

lie very life of God in the soul ? Do you believe in God the Father and Ruler

)f men ? Do you believe in Christ the Saviour ftom sin ? Do you believe in

hie Spirit of Eternal, Wisdorn and Truth ?-not miereiy have you heard of tbese

doctrines, but are they vital to you ? Have they poiarized your ivili ? have

bey created sentiments of love in your beart ? Do we believe or think that

eligion is nothing more than observance, decorum, profession ? Do we

beiieve or think that it is a îiatural sentiment, a beautiful aspiration? 1 amn

afraid we do, too many of us, and so Christianity bas become a lost fact to us,

avapid and souiless sentiment. 1 do flot dishonour these things. To have

been born into a good set of reiigious circumstances is worth more trian being

born into good suciety and condition ;-ony, you cannot take your place in

hie religions world as you can in the generai community. You may inherit

tendencies, even religiaus tendencies, wbich will make it the casier for you to

become by the heart and the intellect a Christian; but religion means the con-

scious life of God in the soul-not the characteristics of father and mother, but

of Christ.
I arn dwclling upon th's ivith empliasis, because I feel that there is need

for it. Vast numbers of our people seem to imagine that a mere acquiescence

.s ail that can be required-they yield their intellect to the ehurcli and their

Lieart to the world, and the work is done. And that is as deadly a work as a

mnan can do. It is time for us to begin to preach to our church-goers the

great, thc sublime doctrine of the new birth unto rigbteousness wbicb a man

mnust have if he would see the kingdomn of God.

But 1 want to devote now a fev ivords to another class of people wvbo Say

It doesn't rnatter what a man believes, so that hie live an honest, uprigbt life."

By Ilwhat a man believe s" tbey mean really that it matters notbing if he

believes notbing positive-none of our rcligious dogmas about God, and In-

spiration, and Christ, and redemption, and salvation by faith. It is often said,

IlRcally, I do not undcrstand tbese things at al; they are too liigh for me, too

mysterious, incredible, and I amn not going to trouble my head about them. I

amn perfectly sure that ail that can bc expected of nie is to be honest and

industrious, and do what littie good I can toward my fellow-man. I see hosts

of men ealled Infidels wvbo live good lives. "lFor modes of faith let senseless

zealots figlit; lie can't lie wrong whose life is right." I hear that often, and I

give it ail the respect it deserves. I appraise the value of a good life at a very

high figure, and I accept the fact giadly that the trne bas gone by whcn frce-

thinker and loose-liver meant the saine person. I rejoice in honesty every-

where-ini benevoience everywhere, in Infidel as in Christian. But I do not

accept the poet's sneer and implication that religions creeds are more likeiy to

make bigots than honcst men. And if some-if many men who are inateriaiists,

or infideis, or free-thinkcrs-whatever you rnay choose to eall them-are men

of bigli moralîty, as undoubtediy they are, I amn not going to ailow for one

moment that they are nien of good character and conduct because of their

materialisni, or infidelity. Their sentiments of justice, and truth, and benevo-

lence date back of the day wvhen they accepted tbcir present notions. Infideiity

neyer gave birth to one idea of honesty, or one sentiment of beneficence.

"lHe can't be wrong wvhose life is in the right." I accept that. But wvbat is

life ? what is it to have that "llife in the riglit "? Because you are as honcst

as society requires yoit to lie, and because you act uip to the higbiest standard

known to us of moraiity-because you heip the poor with your money, and are

kind to the frai], and do not siander your feliow as some cburch-members do-

do you use ail life ? Morality, benevolence :do they circie life-no facuities,

no forces unused or abused? IlIn the righit," because you are just and tender-

bearted ? No; you may lie ail thàt and be very mucli in the wrong, just lie-

cause yout are oniy partly, very littie in the righit. What does it matter wvhether

whetber a man believes in God or not? Let us sec what it matters.

First of ail. If God is ; if He is what the Bible teaches; if Hie is what

we believe, the Father Almighty, Maker of beaven and eartb, the All-wise, the

Eternal Good, and you do not accept it, you impose upon yonrself an inteilec-

tuai wrong. Vou have a mind which by the nature of it seeks after truth and

knowiedge. Knowviedge is its food; trnth its life. To knowv is to sec that

which is. I know that this is wvood; this cioth, because I sec it. Truth is the

object of the intelligence, and the function of the intelligence is to seek, to

penetrate, to retain truth, to live by truth, and to live for trutb. This is its

perfection and its giory. Wiil you say it doesn't matter wbether the mmnd lie

ailowed its beaithy natural play or not-w'hetherit find the one thing, for which

and by which it can alone exist ? Is a man "lin the right " when lie denies

truth to his mind-when he refuses to take ideas which corne to bima? And

here-if this bie truth that God is, is the greatest truth-tbe sublimest idea the

mind can possess and rejoice. My mind is enricbed by ail knowledge; it~ is

greatened by every fact of the universe I discover; and will yon tell me that it

matters nothing to rny intelligence whether I have this universai, this eternal

fact ? Does it matter nothing that I refuse to my mind communion with the


