
btunfortunato mon. We many prîlîse the ]Ro.
man for bis valor, while admiringe bis lave of
country and horeo devotion te lier interoats,
but wve can nover- f'orgot that lier bistory is one
of blood and eelf'.aggroessioti. Remo wvas their-
godderss, and wvhere bar ongles flow, tbecy
brooccd no eqtual. Powor nnd eniight formod n
golden coronet whicb crowvncd lier on the dizzy
liciglîts of' glory wvilli such a bright and lustronis
radianico thiat PUtY and nîercy ity ob.ýcuIrcd Ini
the valley.

TRE" DYING SOLDIEft.

Svootly over tho suminer air lls tho oalm
influienco of duslcy evo. Tho grayish tints of'
twilight deepon into the sombre siiades cf nigbt.,
and tho ceont moon cornes forth in full court
te shed ber silve.ry rays o'cr the sleeping forin
of nature. Tho gentle winds, wbich ail t ho day
bad scortied so merry, as thoy f'ri:sked hlibcî and
thithor in airy gambols, wvhisperitig bore a
loviung mossngo to soma littie brok, or thora
Stoali.ng. a is from, tbcdowuy3cheek cof'ablus-31

as they wandcr througlh tho leafy glades.
Ont the plains of Gottysburg the hideous

menstor Civil wa.r had stalkcod, anýd li bis train
grirn-viisaged dcatlî. Terrible wvas tho inîpresq
of tho Visitation. .Afield of blod, StrewNVI %vith
tho bodies of thc doad and woundcd, and the
deep tinged carth, gave testimiony of a long,
sovere and deadly. conflict.

he din of bat.tle bas consedl, and a strange
toirovl'uI quiet cluscends on the place of ste
The (leci, solorn silence of tho nigh t is brolcen
oiily by the grens of' tbe dying and tho cies
of' tle wone.Wbilt dcath iii bis inost
g«lîastly lbrni stands locoing at the unloritullabo
suffcrers and rnocking their pain, tho mooni
overliead, wvith lier nuniereus train, %veeps
silently, and the soft winds, moning amcong
ilie rics, chant a dolefuil requiemt te tho dopart.
ed dead.

Noar an abatis w'ork, amonz a boeap of' sain,
lies a soldIier dy)iug. Iii vain blas lie joincd bis
sîîp1 licitiiîg voico fer water te tho piteous

'lixhausted by thi rst, andi bis iiuniorous
wounls, lie is falilitng f'ast ; alid, like tlîe
mcasured boat of tho p)enldulluml, te nuiihcrlcd
moments of bis young le iae passiug slowly,
slovl w ay 'Yistiniguishled b*Y lus talents aud
bravci, lic b11?iad beeuî cîîtiustcd witlî theerection
auî[d tlliiso of tbis work , and îiobly had lie
aequitted, inîisoîf or' lus duty. Twice band bis
littie band becu drivcn fri their introelinîent,
but twice did tbey regatin it, aud bîîally dufeat
their oppeitents. AL tho second enset hoe bad
gloriou.ly fitlen, îN'ile clîcting bis mon on te
victory. le was ever seen iii tbho t.lîickest of'
the fray, animiating by voico and example ; and
now hco njoyed that nîueh coveted houer of'

tho soldier, of falling in tho suceessfül accom-
plilîment et a grand and bazardous under-
takiaoe-

In bis band bie holds a small golden case, on
wlîieh lio gazns intently. It is open, aand th'e
soft liglît firom abovo diseloses tire miniatuare
pa1intiiagA iii cil. On tho co side iae two lnvely,
I*iiitir-ed d'liii.lîen, on the otlier a yun woman
of' sturpas;sing beauty. The children, 'by their
resemblaîîce te ber and te lIimqelf; show that
silo is bis wifb. This doiir littie leekeut, the
011137 solace of' bis dying bours, lîad been Io
blim the swveetest colpaliin cf bi-, solitude nuîd
exile frei thoso loed olles ; everywhoeo bcd it
accompanicd huua, ini thosilent and dr-cary watch,
oit the long anci %vcary nîarel,. and in tlle lient
of batle. Often during tlie Iprcceclings day bcd
lie thouight of' thosehoe had lof't bclîind, and
many wo'ro the tinues lie brougbit forth thu
picturos te look at tlîem. Now, as well ais bis
feeble str-ongLii wvi permit, ho raisos lus
preclous Iittle trcasuî'e te bis lips and presses it
te bis beart. But sc, again ho endeavers te
in1irint tipnn it, a lastI kiss but fatil.,, and falis
haRck exliausted by tlic attempt. ILcvinirly lie
%vattes it; but -noi il gr-ots dirn, dimmoir, and
becemes lest te lus obscured siglit.

Like the dissolviîîg vicwv cf the panorama lis
herne appears befero hirni. The carca cf te deuy

rea oval-, and lie is witli bis fainily. The littie

eules are busily onga geil arnusing tlicmselvos
about tho r'orn, occasionally 1oockin1:, up tht' a
l)atron izing Nword or- an enceuragi ng smile,
wvbile lie and bis Nvife go ever the day togother.
Cew they indu Ige in a social gaine, tter wbicb,
at lus rcqucst, slîe gpes te the piano. Swceliig
thc board wvith a skillftil band, silo begin-3 in 'a
low, s'veet mecasure an old ballad whîieh sie
weil knowvs bas evor been bis favorite. Naver,
l)efbre lias ber veice seemed se ricb and inellow.
The children, orepingý te the motlîor's sia
listea as if enchiaitod ;aîîd witb calmn delight,
ho throwd Iiin.',olf baelc in bis easy chair, auJ
drinkis in tho flowiîîg litrui ns.

Tho riuthîloss lîand ef Rcality tear$ nMay tlîo
pilture wbicb imaîginationi Nithli er fever-i-h
peneil bais pain ted. 'lbli lastt sound of lier voeo
isî stili on bis nuind aq %vith a groan ho awakcee
te fimîd ho lbac dreamocd.

Agaiin ho regards the piotures înost atten-
Livel3', but îiugaiî tlîey fade and disappoar- in
tic mist wvliie likie a paîl gatbers arouad bim.
Once more bis hoino floatï bofore lus view.
z$!ide by aide bis tvo childrcn are lying in
thoir crib, their litte fiaces sbiniîîg like rosebuda
froin theiî' snow-wliîe covei'ings. Sweot arîd
ponceraui is tlieirslurnber, for innocence is (bhi
guard ian. WViit l cla.sped bandsand upturned
tâce tlîeir mether kuncels beside tlcm, praying.
Tho large tcars cbasýo one another down ber
ebicoks, for sad and heavy is ber lîeart; as site
iieis over the sleeping formns ef lier children,

bescevliugi the God of battles te eluicld, in the
combat., tho flather cf tho tender babes.
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