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PROTECTION TO ALL.
Editor CANADIAN ARCIUTECT AND BUtLDRR.

DEeAR SIR,—The policy of this country is to build up its induswies, and
10 that end high duties arc imposed on all materials which are -or might be
produced at home2 1 will not cffer nn opinion as 1o whether this policy is a
good or bad ane.  In the cyes of some it is bad, but there are othiers -{and
they are certainly the majority at the ballot box) who believe it to be the
best method of building up the country. 1€ such is the case, then the fur-
ther the principle is extended the better; in fact in justice to all it should
be carried out to the fullest extent, We find that while all manner of man.
ufactured goods have 10 pay large duties, and the manufacturers are thus
enabled 1o carry on their business to their own préfit and 10 the benefit of
the country as n whule—still 10 the loss of the individual who has 10 pay the
-increased valucs—there are those who have pay this increased value on every
article they consume, while they are not protected in the slightest degree
from foreign competition in their pursuits, and are thus placed in an unfair
position. Such treatment of the individual is not just or honorable, and
may be detrimental *0 the best interests of the country as well.

One of these branches 10 which | refer is that of architecture. An archi-
tect in this country must pay his proportion of cusioms dutics on what he
consuimes, and also on all architectural works which he may require for ad-
vancement in his profession, while he is not protected from the competition
" of architects living under another Government,- It s true that duty has

been exacted on plans, etc., at various times, but there is no fixed charge,
. nor is any definite line of action followed. There should be a duty on all
plans prepared by forcigners for buildings crected Jn this country cqual to,
if not greater than that imposed on manulacturcd goods. “The duty should
also be placed at so much per cent. on the total cost of the building, which
would save all trouble in arriving at the value of the plans,  For instance, if
it were decided that the duty on plans should be 30 per cent. on the value,
it could be raised by requiring a payment of 13§ per cent. on the total cost
of the bailding. .
, It may be asked, why should a dnty be placed upon plans for the benefit
of Cammdion architects?  Tirst, that they may be placed in equal posilion
with those who are now bencfited by protective dutics ; 2nd, that they wmay
bt encouraged to study their profession that they may be enabled to carry
out important work ; 3id, that art may be encouraged and fostered in Can-
ada through her own citizens ; 4th, that men who are unable to judge as
between good and bad architecture, and who are under the impression that
they can pot secure cutside an A city an archil of jent ca-
pacity toexecute their work, may be obliged 1o entrust their work 1o home 1al-
entor pay 1o the Government dutics on the plans they thus obtain outside the
couniry [n which they have been enabled to make a fortune, largely through
their not having to compete with foreipners ; sih, to prevent our ablest men
leaving their native land for another, which will thus receive the benefit of
their encrgy and ability.

‘There is no truer proverb than that ** A prophet is not without honor save
in his own country.” Largely, ait the archiitccturn! work that hus been done
in this countey by outside men is inferior 1o the work of Canadian archi-
tects. Much of this work has cost very much more than any work done by
a Canadian archil but cost does not good work, A
man with plenty of inoney can build a solid building, but what about the
design 7 and that is where ncarly all the work by outside taleat Is defective,
Some of it is exceedingly bad—worse it could not very well be—but it is
saved in the eyes of the public because it has the appearance of great solidity
and cost, A good design has merit no matter of what waterial it may be
construcied—even though of the cheapest—and 2 bad one is meretricious,
even though carried out in the most expensive materials. [ may atso men-
tion that size does not coustitute artistic excellence, as the vast majority of
people seem to imagine.  1f such were the case, the pyramids wonld be the
most perfect plece of archi in the world,” Excell of design may
be found in small i and inferi in nrge
built of the most expensive material, .

‘The reason given by those who have patronized outside talent is, that
Canadians have not had the necessary experience, and that in giving the
work (o others they arc entrusting it- to capable men in whom they have
confidence, because they have erccted work of a similar character to that
which they contemplate. In many cases the reason is not based on facts,
for often these parties hinve gone to incapable men who are not Canadians ;
but the (act that they live far enough away to allow of their being credited

tion of the much more desicable thing than mere material progress,
If something is not done. to encournge literature .and artwin this,

country, we will have all our most capable young m¢én seeking other fields, * «.

‘The man who feels he is capable of great efforts will not be satisfied to fulfil
small duties.  He will seek wider fields for his talent ; and is be to be
blamed for doing so when he is not only refused the opportunities which rre
justly his, but is practically insulted as wefl in the land of his nativity?  For
auysell, [intend 0 recommend all young nicn of ability with whom 1
come in'contict, to go to the States in preference to remaining in Canada.
‘Wiien a Provincial government goes to a foreign architect and accepts at
his hands a design for the Provincial Parlianient Buildings so very inferior
10 the Canadian design, litde can be expected. It is unpatriotic and worthy
of highest condemnation 10 throw our country over for monecy, but il Js
equally if not much more worthy of condemnation, when a country will not
cherish its own children, but instead, gives assistance to-those of n foreign
state,
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PRECAUTIONS IN BUILDING.
By OWEN B. MAGINNIS.

UILDERS having cellars and foundations built, on which to erect frame

structures, should carefully watch the work of the stone mason or
bricklayer, to make surc that they are correctly measured from the cellar
plan, and all breaks, as bay windows, etc., should be built trom wood tem.
plates, The tops of the cellar walls must also be finished perfecly level
from corner to comer, and levelacross all bays, in order that the sills may
lie solid and kevel on the stone or brickwork.  After the lot lines have been
determined, and the ground is ready to be staked out, it should be mea-
sured exactly off the plan, and wooden pegs driven at the extremitics of all
the interior and exterior angles of the intended building. From these pegs
lines are stretched, so that the digger may beable to cut the sod to a line,
and dig out the foundation to the shape and depth required. 1t would be
well if the house be set on a level or slight hollow, 10 keep the cellar up
higher than stated fn the specification, lo permit the owaer, if he 50 desire
it, to grade the ground surrounding the house on a slight pitch, to carey the
rain dripping from the walls away from the foundation, making the cellar
much dryer, e

In regard 10 footings, tbey ought to be of large avea, especially under
picrs supporting girders. A broad stone, well bedded nto sound, well
rammed cluy, or on eement concrele. makes a good footing.

Some builders do not build their piers until the house is framed and mised,
but it is better building to put them in with the rest of the underpinning,
Posts under cellar girders, should also have a good footing of stone, not
likely to crack. ‘These too are often omitted, and the girders temporarily
sustained till the frame is complete, as it is claimed they can be more
solidly placed when the weight is on the girders, by mising the girders to a
slight camber with a jack, ana setting in the posts to sait, and retain the
camber, Chimncys likewise requir: wide, sound footings, and all footings
should be laid in good cetnent.

Framed houses, which are situzted on very much exposed sites, and
likely to be subj; 1 to wind p: should be hored to the
foundations, ‘The anchors can be made of flat wrought iron, having a
round shank which passes vertically through the sill, holding it firmly 10 the
10p of the foundation wall, by having a nut and washer on_the u end.
1n ordinary frame work, anchors arc rarely used, as the weight of the super-
structure i§ sufficient of iself to Tesist the p Rough or- under-fox
ing in dwellings of this class is better lad dingonully than in the usual
maaner, reversed on each story,to brace the buildings hocizontally, also
sheathing and roof boarding.

Corner boards, outside window and door casings, and vertical hands,
gencrally have their edges against which the cla rding abuis, wrought
square, . It is a better method, however, to see thay are jointed a litde ofl
the square, or, mceh Iy speaking, n trifle ding from the back, for
the reason that this edge throws ofl the Tain water, and in _putting on the
clapboards or siding, if they be marked 1o the length on the outcr arrises
when they are driven or pushed back against the ‘sheathing, the joints ure
bound to close tightly, whicl is very essential where there is sure to be
shrinkage, as in this‘case,

Al tin flaghings on lop of door and window caps, if shingled in with
each course of shingles, nced to be given plenty of overlap.  Valleys in
roofs can be consirucied in this way, but it is preferable to make the valley
futter in one entire picce, of sheets of tin soldered together, to diminish the
chance of leakage, and all nails should be kept as far back from the -inter-
section of the valley as possible,

Shingles in valleys and on bips st longer when laid with their grain

with qualities they do not possess, is sufficient to f an i

man into o most capable one. But if Canadian architeets have not the
necessary experience to erect their buildings, when will they have seeing
that they are not afforded any opportunities 2 So far, they have been ex-
pected to put up as substantial and expensive looking a building for $50,000
as an architect from the States has been enabled to do with twiec or three
timcs that amount.  That thoy have crectad more artistie buildings does not
count, so long as they have not been erected in costly materials—the refuge
of inferior designers. It is only fair that Canudians should be given the
opportunitics requisite to allow of their perfecting themselves in their art,
Advancement in art will benefit this country just as much as the increase in
the ial and g i The people have shown that
they belicve that such increase benefits the country, or they would not pay
the protective duties. Then why should not those who have benchited
by their. business interests being protected, be made to assist in the cultiva-

running in the same direction as that of the hip or valley. When they are
cut on the angle, the end wood absorbs water and hastens rot, whereas the
straight. close running grain of the wood rejects the moisture more, and
leaves the shingles more durable.  Few carpenters can now be found, ex-
among the older hands, who are familiar with 1his mode of shingling, as
it s really a very old, yet dlemt one, and paratively simple, involv-
ing little more time than the Jater and inferior method. ANl that is neces-
sary, is to taper the shingles 50 that thiey radiate us it were from the angle
of the hip ot vallcy to steaight joint square (0 the cave, Combs on ridges
ly to be ded, but ifthey must be employed for the sake
of economy, are best run up on that side on which the angle of the rain in
that latitude usually falls Tongusd and grooved ridge boards-are an im-
ement on the comb, that is, if the joint is well ded with whitc lcad.
'coden ridye rolls arc beticr still, and the best of all is the galvanized iron
eresting. ﬁolls and ridge boards should be well nailed through the
shingles and into mfters, and not tothe shinglesonly.  Hip shingles should
be cut with the saw 1o make a straight job and not hewn with the hatchet,
and properly overlapped. .

.

-~}



