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J. M. COURTNEY, Deputy Minister of Finance.

Correspondence.

TRADE WITH JAMAICA.
Editor MONETARY TIMES:

DEeAR SIr, - I have read, as | presume youalso
have done, the remarks of Sir Henry A. Blake,
Governor of Jamaica, in the North American
Review, relative to the statement aboat the
alleged decrease of white population in the
British West Indies. 1 endorse what he says
about the assumptions which prevail that there
is a rapid decrease in the number of the white
population of the West Indies, and that this
supposed decrease is due to the unhealthiness
of those islands. I quote from Sir Henry:
*That those assumptions are incorrect, the
following figures will show: In 1861 the white
population of Jamaica numbered 13,816. In -
1871 it numbered 13,101. 1In 1881 it was 14,422.
In 1891 it was 14,692. Declining prosperity of
the sugar industry will account for the slight
decrease between 1861 and 1871, and it may be
inferred that the recovery and subsequent in-
crease is due to the development of the fruit
trade within the last twenty years. There is
every indication that the production of all kinds
of fruit will increase, and that improved methods
will be adopted. The improvement will pro-
bably begin with the Florida fruit growers, who
propose to try Jamaica, and it will spread, after
a time, among the black population. There is
an opening for the horticultural pioneer that
promises even greater success than fruit grow-
ing. Most excellent high-class vegetables can
be grown so as to be ready for market between
December and March. Jamaica is thus capa-
ble of being made the winter market garden of
the United States, and vegetables planted in
October could reach the American markets in
January and February, during which months
they would have a monopoly.”

Speaking of Jamaica from my own experi-
ence while there as Commissioner representing
Canada, so far from its being an unhealthy
island, I pronounce it healthy, and with refer-
ence to the probable large increase in the
growth of fruit, I saw every indication of that
when I was there in 1891. "And I-believe with
Sir Henry in his very practical remarks that
such interest will grow not only under the man-
agement of the whites, but will spread among
the black population. There can be no doubt,
whatever, that the marvellous exhibition which
was held there was an object lesson of progress
which I believe was anything but lost on the
black population.

Now in regard to what he says respecting
the growing of high class vegetables to be
ready for winter use in other climes, I will not
pass an opinion upon anything I do not know
about, but I may tell vou this : On my arrival in
Jamaica I divided a portion of each of the kinds
of Canadian exhibits of Canadian potatoes sent
out by the Department of Agriculture, between
the director of public gardens and the Roman
Catholic bishop of Jamaica, to be planted by
the former in Government lands and by the
latter at industrial schools under his control, all
at different altitudes. This I did some time in
the month of January; and when I returned
during April I brought out with me a bag of
beautiful new potatoes, the product of my little
gift. Part of these were used at sea, and the
remainder I handed over to the Minister of
Agriculture, the Hon. John Carling, on my
arrival in Ottawa That fact bears out the
statement made by Sir Henry Blake.

Yours truly,
Apam Browx.

Hamilton, March 25rd, 1896.

Meetings.

CONFEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION.

The annual meeting of the Confederation
Life Association was held at the Head Office of
the company, Yonge, Richmond and Victoria
streets, Toronto, on Tuesday, the 17th instant,
at the hour of 3 p.m. There was a good at-
tendance of policy-holders, shareholders, and
members of the agency staff.

On motion, the Hon. Sir W. P. Howland,
C.B., K.C.M.G., was called to the chair, and
Mr. J. K. Macdonald, managing director, ap-
pointed secretary of the meeting.

The report and financial statements relating
to the business of the company for the year
1895 were submitted as follows:



