
THE MONETARY TIMlES Vlm

ONTARIO'S FORESTS AND WATEIR POWERS

What is Needed to Get the Greatest Benefit trom the
Valuable Natural Resources

IBY ROBSON BLACK,
Socrotary, Canadien Forestry Association.

It lias long beeni taikenL for granted that the water powers
and forests of Ontario hold the key- to future prosperity.
Until a fe-w years ago iie)icr resourceL wa;s recogni2ed as of
such imotnethat governiital policiub necd give them
mucli recognition or that special detpartmnents should be
created to study their problenis and direct their uses in the
public interest. Th oigof the hydro-electric commis-
sion anýd thu -tnipauLgrr of educ(atuon wýhîch followed probably
did nioretwad the awakeuning of popular interest in
water powevrs than could have beeîm aLccomnptished inî haif a
century by conopaemethiods. The forest, unfortunatelY;
has ladi no such poeflChampion to turnl its genecralities
inito ilatters of particular pe-rsonal conicerre. It bas ue'ver
beoni a p>olitîcal issue and bas neyver bad thr assistance of a
great popularizing force such as tho, water powers enjoyed
througthe advocac (! Sir Adani Beock and bis disciples.
Were there to be lcatcvd suclI a body as a Forest Conmission,
preaclhing a goplof "the forests for thr people,11 and given
thu ba;cking o!f a >trong political partyI, who ma doubt that
trees would take theirplace výith horsep)owcr as, subjeets of
debate across the domestic table and the counter of the
country store.

Wehror not the forests follow the water powers into
the political arenn, the saine popular interest that took liold
of the visiont of cbeap powe-r mus;t as firmly take hold of the
demnand for forest protection. The two are absolutely iu-
separable. Niagara does not neet the need of more than a
strip of Greater Ontario, and other water powers must be the
solution of future industrial and municipal demnands for
clectricity.

Large Centres and Smai Communitles Suifer.

fil ail parts of Ontario one- miay see hundreds of in-
stances of distress and loss brouglit upon conhmunities by
the Comiplet(. drying out of water coursesi or the wild fluctua-
lions bewen uping floods and mnidsummirer drought. Milîs
falling to, pieces from disuse, or revamped, for steamn power,
their ý%ooden damns bigh and dry ini the gulîcys, are to be
met in any cross-country jouriney. In% the larger centres,
such as Branutford, Paris and Gaît, what citizen does not
grimly appreciate the problei-s of a water power made un-
controllable by forest destruction, givinig too generously in'
the spring mnonths, stinting the %Nater wvheels in August?
Wha);t citizen of Lon1don, Ont., has not wished that the annual
tampages of the deniided Tlhames could be miodified to save
the taxpayer's pock'et.? What milI owner in Georgetown
would not give a heavy suns to secure au even 12 montbs'
pressýure ?

Speaking generally, water powers are valuable in pro-
portion to the amount of water available at the periods of
10w water, which usuailly occur in August and September and
in February and eairly Match. One of the most careful stu-
dents of this question, the late Cf-cil B. Smith, C.E., asserted
that of the chief featuires affecting the uniformity and total
amount of flow, onrly three were within the control of mnan-
Condition o! soil, whiether cultivatetl, pasture, or woodiland;
storage, natural or artificial; coutrol of run-off from stor.age.

Where ContervatIOn Milf RemWidY.

The trio of factors wvhich man may direct as lie pleases
are sufficieintly important to place the responsibility foýr pool
water powers on bis shoulders alonte. Iu Southwveste' n On-
tario, for instance, with sudh rivets as tbe Nottawasaga, Sau-
geen, Maitland, Ausable, Thames, Grand, Credit and Humber
Rivers, every one of whicb posessed originally valuable

pae pvers, but without any inatural storage of water except
in the soil, the ruthlessuess of forest destruction lias brougt
their water powers practically to the point of ruination.

Lt would be toc, much to suggest that a governrment buy
baclt thse valuable farmn lands in tIis area anti restock tîem
with timber. Since tIe original blunder was permitted, e-
pert opinion canuot propbesy anytbing better than thnt the

districts served by these rivers w'ill have to, look to Niagara
for their future supply of electrical power.

The situattion in Central Old Ontario is, bowever, sub-
stantially different and offers an opportunity for immnediate
goverrnnental activity. The French, Maganatewan, Mus-
koka, Severn, Trent, Moira, Rideau, Mississippi, Mada-
waska, Bonnechere, Petawawa and Mattawan Rivers ail rise
f ront a conirnon plateau, much of it stili in forest and only
a small Portion fit for agricultural purposes. A great por-
tion of this area. shows pitiful mismanagement of the public
intcrest. Althoughi there exists much virgin forest, the cut-
ting ini other sections bas been severe, and a combination of
preventible causes lias resulted in bad fires, leaving consid-
erable tracts in wrecked condition. Unless these various
forces whicb are heading the forests for destruction can be
offset by comprehensive aind intelligent action, the water
powers of the wbole region must'sooner or later be wiped
from the list of assets. The condition of the denuded areas
is closely matched by the poverty of much of the human
population. Hundreds of families have been permitted by an
almost crimainal indifference to take up bomesteads on land
absolutely unfitted for growing crops. Oine wouid think that
by this tirne, Canadian provinces bad witnessed einough piti-
fui evidences of the folly of givirrg non-»agricultura1lIand to
applicant farmers. but the exact duplicate of a thousand past
warninigs may he seen to-day aIl through this great water-
she*l.

Whftt Experte Bugigost.
It is gencrallyý agreed that to reforest on cleared land

wb-ere close plantîng would be necessary, would demand too
muchi expense, in the present state of public opinion. Que
expert recently pointed out the proper course would be, to
hold this central plateau as it.is at preseint and possibly even
to reforest sone partly cleared or cut-oîrer districts, to, limit
the cutting of timber to, ripe trees and under Crown super-
vision, to guard carefully from fire, and toi create a system
of storages for water near the source of the various rivers
mentioned. Lakes already exist in abundance, 'AIT that is
needed is the construction of inexpeilsive dams and to care-
fully maniage them with the single object of a uniform flow
of water. Not only would sucli a system provide a source
of from 2oo,ooo to 3oo,ooo horsepower, representing at least
1,500>,000 tons of coal a year, but would build up an exten-
sive. forest district front what is noj 'mostly useless land,
produciing higli public revenues anud supportin-g many
industries.

When an Ontarto river is "out of haud,11 as f ar as uni-
form service is concerned, the forest somewhere beyond is
usually also "out of hand."

RECULATINC LLOYD'S

A bill passed last month by the Penusylvania senate
provides for the regulation of insurance by individuals,
partnersbips or associations knowtn as Lloyd's, defines the
power of such organizations and places them under the super-
vision of the insurance commissioner.

This bill, which now goes to the governor for bis signa-
ture or veto, authorizes such associations to insure against
loss or camnage by fire, lightningz, bail or windstorrn, or
tornadoes, or earthquakes, or against breakages or leakage
of sprinklers or piping, against marine perils and tra>mporta,-
tion by land or sea, and against loss occasioued by the use
of vehicles or automobiles to the persons or property of others.

Tt requiresF such unrderwriters te file with the insurance
cornrmissioner a sworn declaration of the company's status,
copies of its fornis of contracts and agreements, and requires
deposits within the United States ranging from $ îoo,oo)o to
$200o,000, according to the nature of the insurance transacted,
and invested in accord witb law. 'Requirinz each udrrtr
not a citizen of the United States to deposit witli the insur-
ance commissioner $5,ooo in cash or securities, before being
licensed to do business, unless he be a member of a grotip of
underwriters baviiig on deposit wit -le United States trustees
an ansount not less than $ oe.Also regzulating the amount
of insurance to be accepted on any one risk to one-fifth of cash
and invested assets. Fixing penalty of $500 for violation of
act.
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