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NOTE AND COMMENT.

It is pleasant to note the indignatiom
atoused in ‘the Imperinal House of Com-
mons by the statement made the other day
during the debnte on the volunteer es-
timates that some employers of lubour
prohibited their men from
the One

suggested that the Government withho!ld

belonging to
volunteers, honorable member
any further contracts from an immense
contracting firm that followed this un-
If all of this fuss has

heen wade over the

putriotic course.
interference of em-
ployers with the Euglish voluuteers how
much more cause is there for a protest
by us in Canadn over the cit recurring in-
terference of Canadian employers of labor
with their men who are in the Active Mi-
litia or would be if they were only al-
lowed.

occupies & much more important place in

The Canadian active militiaman

the scheme of national defence than doex

the English volunteer.  The latter can

only be called ont for active service in
the event of forcign inva<ion a remote
contingency : the Canadian militiaman is
liable to De enlled out at any moment
not only to repulse invasion but to sup-
presx seditious movement within the Do-
minion and even to assist in the mainten-
auce of the civil nuthority. The militia
se1vice is the country’s first guarantee of

security.
* » » »

Among the amendments to the constitu-
tion of the United States adopted by the
first session of the first Congress in 1789.
wax article Il reading : ¢ .'\.wcll regulat-
ed militia being necessaty to the security
of a frec Stute, the vight of the pecple to
keep and
ed.”  Ou

in favour of following American notions

hear arms shall not be infring-

gencrul principles we are not

cither of law or military discipline, but
a law empbasizing the above principle
would not be amiss on the statute book
and might put a stop to the unputriotio
cmployers who gny to their men, * Leave
Take

well regulated militia

the militia or my &ervice.
That a

your
choice,”
is exsvential to
whether it

the sccurity of Canada
be threateped from within or
without has “een pioved often enough,
Th~
Americsn invasions of 1812-13, the Fe-
and 1870, the

Ricl 1ebellions and the hundred and owe

guodness knows, lessons of the

nian invasions of 1866

ca<s when portions of the force have been
called out in aid of the civil power should
be proof cnough in all  conscience that
the militia is the very sheet anchor of na-
tional security, und we do not take the
* Blake " and her gallant

con-orts out of consideration cither.

maguificent

* * - L 2

This importance of militia ix what thoso
<+Mish and unpntriotic persons who dis-
charge members of our citizen soldiery
from their employment because  they hold
{hemselves in readiness to uphold law and

order and the libertioes of this fair Canada

of ours should think of, and if they can-
not think of it in the right light of their
own accord. they should be hrought to
the pioper state of mind by the applica-
tion of the law. If thereis no law on the
statute Dbooks uunder which these persons
can be punished it would be well to put
one on as soon as may be. Some good
people outside of the force find it im-
possible to believe that there is any con-
siderable number of persons iu the com-
muuity who would be guilty of such an
offense against good citizen<hip; it ap-
pears to them impoksible that business
men should  be unable to und.rstand of
themselves how important u protection
the militia might be jound at any timeo
in  the s0 often in

future, as it has

the past, and how mnecewsary to the re-

continued prosperity of their own busi-
ness. Buf the fact that there are very
many of them is but too well known by
those who have the burden of maintain-
inge the efficiency of the militin on their

~houlders.
* * * *

Could uot the Militia Act s it stands
he employed to bring these gentry to rea-
son? The act provides that,when called out
foe service, if companies of the Active Mi-.
litin e not filled up to th-ir full
strength by men voluntarily enlisted the
the

Just

captains can Till their ranks up to
teemired strength by ballotting.

let the captains resort to the ballot for
ont o0 two years and the present objec-
tions on the part of employers to the
volunteer system of recruiting for the mi-
Our Brit-

from any-

litia will rapidly disapp-ar.
ish instinets naturally recoil
thing resembling conscription and the m -
dicine will be impnlatable but one or
two good doses Will probably cffect n per-
manent cwe.  When employers realize that
through rofusing permission to their men
to smve in the militin they render them-

wlvex linable to be ballotted and made



