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Terms of admission, Perioryming Members 20s. per annum;
Nonperforming 25s.

J. P. CLARKE, Mus. Bac. Conductor.
G. B. WYLIE, Secretary & Treasurer.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1852,

MEETING OF THE CHURCH SOCIETY.

YesTeRDAY the special general meeting of
the incorporated Church Society of the
Diocese of Toronto to consider what steps
should be adopted for the purpose of carrying
into effect the provisions of the Statute 14 auﬁ
15 Viet. clxxv. took place in the St. James’
Parochial School. ie meeting had been
summoned to meet at the Society’s House,
but from the number of members who came
to town during the morning, it was resolved

- to assemble in the above more spucious
remises. The following incorporated mem-
were present :

THE LORD BISHOP IN THE CHAIR,

The Ven. the Archdeacon of Kingston, the
Hon. the Chief Justice, Chief Justice Macaulay,
Judge Draper, Hon, John H. Cameron, Rev. .
J. Grasett, Rev. R. Mitchele, Rev, T, B. Fauller,
R. D,, Rev. &, Givins, R. D., Rev. D. E. Blake,
R. D., Rev. T. Creen, Rev. B. Cronyn, Rev. W.
Bettridge, Rev. S. B. Ardagh, Rev. Dr. Beaven,
Provost Whitaker, Professor Parry, Rev. Di.
Lett, Rev. Dr. Lundy, Rev. A. F. Atkinson, Rev.
F. L. Osler, Rev. H. B. Osler, Rev. A. Sanson,
Rev. B. C, Hill, Rev. J. G. D. Mackenzie, Rev.
H. Brent, Rev. A. Dixon, Rev. R. Macgeorge,
Rev. E. Stinson, Rev. C. L. Ingles, Rev. H C.
Cooper, Rev. W 8 Darling, Rev. D McNab, Rev
R. Shankiin, Rev. W. Marsh, Rev. C. Brough,
Hon. P B. De Blaquiere, Dr. Burnside, Hon. Col.
Allan, Hon. J. Arnold, E. G. O’Brien, Esq., Dr.
(’Brien, John Duggan, Esq., Dr. Mewburn, A.
Dixon, Esq., Dr. Stratford, H. Rowsell, sq., P.
T. Robarts, Esq., D.Crawfora, R. Cooper,“I. W.
Birchall, Dr. Mackelcan, H. Mortimer, Esq., J.
H. Haggarty, Esq., Charles Magrath, S. Thomp-
son, Esq , —— Robinson, Fsq., George Dugygan,
W. M. Westmacott, — — Gamble, Louis Motfat,
J. W. Brent, Peter Paterson, D. Boulton, George
Allen, Esq., E. T. Dartunell, W. Atkinson, S. B.
Harman, H. C. Baker, Rev. E Baldwin, Rev.
A. Townley, Rev. G. Geddes, Dalton McCarthy.

Prayers having been said by the Lord |

Bishop, the Secretary read letters from several
persons who had been prevented from at-
tending, containing suggestions as to the
course which they conceived should be fol-
lowed by the meeting. These parties almost
unanimously recommended that the appoint-
ment to Rectories in the Diocese should be
vested in the Bishop.

The Right Reverend Chairman then ad- |

dressed the meeting as follows :

REvV. GENTLEMEN, AND GENTLEMEN :

This special meeting of the Church Society has
been summoned to take into consideration the
14th and 15th Victoria, chap 175, entitled, *¢ An
Act to repeal so much of an Act of the Parliament
of Great Britain passed in the 31st year of the
reign of King George the Third, chap. 31, as
relates to Rectories, and the presentation of
Incumbents to the same, and for other purposes
connected with the Rectories.”

Wheu this Statute passed the Legislature of the
Colony in August, 1851, I bappened to be absent
Coufirming, and knew uothing of its provisions
till ny return : this 1 very much regret, because
it would have been my duty to petition against it,
as not only invading the prerogative of the Crown,
and inconsistent with the respect due to the
National Church, by ignoring the Bishop in mat-
ters in which he is officially interesed, but as
introducing a mode of transacting Ecclesiastical
business unknown to the Church Catholie in any
age or country. [ had, nevertheless, some conso-
lation in the hope that it would not be sanctioned
by the Imperisl Government, and that its refer-
ence to England would be the last we should
hear of it. ;

In this [ am disappointed; for while on a
journey of Confirmation last summer [ learned
that tiym measure had been returned  with the
Queen’s approbation, and, having been proclaim-
ed by His Excellency the Governor General, iy
the usual manner, had become the law of the
Province. No copy of the Act hasever b
officially sent to me, nor was it witheut some
difficuity that 1 procured one latein September :

[ and on the first assembling of the Society in Oc-
tober steps were taken to convene this special
| Mmeeting. 1

I 'What the motives may have been which sug-
Rested this Statute in its present shape, [ am un-
able to conjecture; but the greatest opponent of
the Church could scarcely have devised a measure
more pregnant with trouble and perplexity, as is
already mournfully proved by the nnmerous and
eonflicting schemes set afloat to arrange its re-
Quirements,  Let us then, my brethren, earnestly
pray that the Divine Spirit may preside at our
pr;sdent deliberations, and over-rule them for
good.

So much has been said about the Rectories in
| an unfriendly spirit, and so little in their defence,
| that very few persons possess any correct know-
[ ledge respecting them, while numbers conceive
them to be a monstrous evil, which onght assoon
as possible (o be abated.

" This being the case, a few remarks on their |
origin, numb-~r, and present value, may not on
the present occasion be unseasonable, For were
it generally known that linds equal in quantity |
to the whole of the endowments attached to the |
Rectories might have been purchased for a tri- |

I0Z amount, even so late as 1813, and that they
confer on their Incumbents no power beyond
what a lease for life gives to its holder, we might |
reasonably hope that the prejudices and hostility
against them would soon pass away, or become
too feebie to produce a renewed wsitation.

_ The number of Rectories established by Lord
Seaton towards the close of 1835 and begimning of
1836, was 57, but of these only 41 were complet-
ed before His Lordship’s departure ; these were
endowed with lands amounting in all to 17,368
acres, giving an average of about 400 acres to
each Rectory. Thirteen remained incomplete.
The necessary documents were indeed prepared,
but the Governor's signature was, for some cause,
not affixed to them.

A considerable portion of the land which forms
the endowment of the Rectories wus set aside at
the first settlement of [pper Canada, during the
time of General Haldimand, Loid Dorchester,
and General Simeoe, and the remainder was made
up of Clergy Reserves. At that early period the
waste land of the Crown had acquired no money
value, and while bestowed gratis on all applicants
they continued at a mere nominal price. In 17J8
only nminepence per acre was offered for School
lands, aud so recently as.1818 lands might have
been purchused in the shape of Military wnd U, £,
rights, at about one shilling per acre —that is, a

uantity of land «qual to the whole endowinent of

ectories might have been obtained for less thun a
thousand pounds, and. although the Colony hag
greatly prospered since that period. and Iuntfs are
Much enhanced in vulue, this sum exceeds all
that the Rectories can, with any plea of justice, be
said to have cost the public.

Such 1s the true estimate of the property be-
longing to the 44 Rectories ubont which so much
clamour has been raised.

These Rectories are scattered over the whole
Province of Upper Canada. au arewof more than
30,000 square miles, some of theu; having been
more than half & century in possession of the
Church, are much improved, and have churches
and houses built upon them. A few still 1emain
& wilderness, but the greater number have been
partially cleared at the expeuse of the lucumbents
and their congiegations.

Ifit be asked why a matter of so little value
and importance could excite so much violence
and obloguy. the answer 1s that to pull down the
true Chuich of God-—the Church of the So-
vereign aud ot the English Nation—appears 1o be
| the favourite object of the greater number of
| Protestant denominations with which we are sur-
rounded ; and while blind to the increasing
power of Romanism, they take delight inerippling
and destroying the only Church capable of with=
standing that of Rome. No mutter how pitiful
the case muy be, ifit can in any manner be nou-
rished and worked up into a grievance to damage
the Church of Englund—the acknowledged bul-
wark of the Protestant Faith—they rejoice in its
application.

In regard to the legality of the Rectories an at-
tempt was made some years ago to set them aside
as having been established without authority.
From inadvertence or some other cause the prin-
cipal portion of the required evidence was with-
held, and under this defective statement of the
case the present Chief Justice of England, Lord
Campbell, was induced to pronounce them inva-
lid, but the moment the wanting documents were
supplied he changed s opinion and declared
| ther legal.

A similar wish to discover some fatal error in
establishing the Rectories moved the House of
Assembly in 1837 to examine them carefully,
but after a searching inquiry all was found honest
and upright, and as some amends the Assembl
 resolved by 38 to 20 “ That the House regards

as inviolable the rights acquired under the Pa-
tent by which the Rectories have been endowed,
and cannot therefore either invite or sanction any
interference with the rights thus established.”

In reference to the proceedings Lord Glenelg
~in his despatch of the 26th of Decem. 1837 says,
| “On the part of Her Majesty’s Government I

cannot hesitate to avow our entire adoption of
the principle by which this resolution was dic-
tated.” We have therefore no ground whatever
| for apprehending a different result from any fu-
, ture investigation than that arrived at by the
- Crown officers in England and the Legislatire of
the Colany.
: From the constitution of the Protestant See of
Quebec in 1791 to 1833 our Missionaties were all |
| appointed at the recommendation of the Bishop, |
' In 1833 the Parliamentary grant for the support |

een | of the Chureh in the Colonies was withdrawn, | Test. It would not, therefore, be worth my while

and the Seciety for the Propagation of the Gos- |
pel assumed the sapport of the Church in Canada. \

! tants and flatterers and sufficiently weak to yield

—

Since that time the Bishop under their instruc-:
tions has made all the appomtments,and although
reference was sometimes had to the Government
in regard to such as were still supported fiom the |
Crown Reventie, no obstacle was throwp inthe
way ol the Bishop in filiing up vacancies. Nor
after the creation of the rectorics was there any -
chinge orinterference with the Bishop in recomn-
mending to vacancies Dbecause the Goverament
well knew that a land endowment ol 400 wcres in
a great measure unproductive was of little u-e, till
the Bishop stepped forward in belislf of the So-
ciety for the Piopagation of the Gospel in Fo-
reign Parts to supply the stipend. In fact the re-
commendation of the Bishop even when required
was deemed a maiter of form, for the Government
never stood in the way of bhis nominations, not
even with respect to the appointments of Arch-
deacons. ‘Lhus all snch malters went on in the
greatest harmony.  Nor indeed in my simiplicity
did I anticipate “any change in the mode of ap-
pointment, notwithstauding this offensive law —
although a meeting of the Society was necessaiy
to sanetion its continnance.

The statute under consideration enacts an en-
tirely different mode of filling up vacaucies trom |
the former practice, so fur as the Rectories are |
concerned, but offers no reason for the change,
and yet its provisions cannot be carried out
without the assistance of the Propagation Society |
aud the Bishop. |

Let us suppose that on creating the Rectories |

the Government had insisted on appointing with- |
out reference to tne Bishop—their nominees l
might indeed have been put in possession of !he'l
respective endowments, producing in some cases |
a small revenue, and in ofher cases nothing—but |
if the Bishop suw good reason to withhold his |
counsent, there wonld have been neither stipend |
nor institution, for both must pass through him
So will it be now unless due care be taken to
prevent ity for the Society cannot possess more |
power thau the Crown fiom which it has been |
transferred.  And though no such ddfi-ulties |
mighl oceur, it is well to notiee them, in order 1o |
show the necessity of adopting. not some wild |
and agitating theory, but a practical and equita- |
ble arrangement. “Frow all this it appears thut |
the power of appointment has ever been virtually |
in the Bishop, and ot this the Government waus |
fully aware. and therelore never questioned hi
recominendations.

And who, 1t may be 1easonably asked is so well
acquainted with the merits and demeris or his
Clergy as the Bishop, aud who is prepared to
deal with them so tende.ly and considerately.
With no oue eise can tae reap"lllllfﬂhly ol ap-
poittwents be move sately lodged, fouaf the re-
spousib.ity be divided wnvng wany it ceuses to
be felt. Who can julz: so accurately of the
claims of each individual Clergyman as the Bishop
—and who so anxious to give weight to the long
tiied and successlul services ot the aged Presbyter, |
or 50 ready to a'tend to ihe just expectations of |
the people, when st tiivolous, but of a substan- |
tial character. ; |

Lu tine, tus Act surrenders the power of nomi- |
nating 1o the Rectones, wineh waus theoreticaily ’
i the Crown, to a large public body, which trown |

|
|

s

its nu..bers can tiave litle or o tesling ol iudi-
vidud respousibility ; bue as the Ciown could |
not surrender more thau it possessed, and never

did or could act except through the Bishop, so !
must 1t be with the Society, lor it can no wore
dispense with the concurrence of the Bishop than
the Crown comud 1 0.

The Church putronage known' in Europe, is
either part of the p erogative of the Supreme |
Power, the Emperor, King, Priuce, &e., or arises
directly or mdirectly from the establishment and |
endowinent ol a Parish or Parishes, by individuals
or small societies, such as colleges, corporations
of towns, &c., but the Act under consideration
isa novelty in the manag ment of Ecclesmslwgl
atfuirs, and requires the spirit of love and conci-
liation to bring it into useful operation. It must
not be forgotten that the Rectories are not yel
benelices in the true meaning of that term, nor
will many of them be for a great number of years.
Ouly one or two can at present support the !n-
cumbent in commou decency and comfort. The
rest of the 44 must depend, as they have always
done, on the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel for their maintenance, dispensed through
the Bishop of the Diocese. ;

Were the Rectories rich or comfortable livings,
there might perhaps, in this calculating age, be
some show ol reason for changing the manner of
appointment ; but when there is in truth little or
nothing to give away, contention about the nomi-
nation becomes unseemly, and for the present in
some degree ludicrous.

It may perhaps appear to some that I am
pleading for myself, but there is no one present
more free and independent in this respect than 1
am. Theappointments to Parishes and Missions
have been to me as they ust be to any one, an
anxious and onerous duty; it is a power not to be
coveted by any who have experienced the many
perplexities with which it is accompanied.
Moreover, I have had no relatives or friends to
provide for, or to promote merely as such, and 1
fearlessly challenge any one to bring forward a
single instance of my preferting an npphcag:t,
except from long and faithful services, superior
acquirements, or a necessary regard to the peace
and wellbeing of the Church. But even were I
of a grasping disposition, surrounded with expec-

1o their golicitations, 1 have, in truth, almost next
(o nuthing to give,and were 1t otherwise my timne
is 100 short to work much evil. A very lew years
at the most will terminate my labowrs and separ-
ate me from all earthly cares, and this among the

1o contend on my own account for any particular

{ their daily bread.

of action ; but feeling that the eflice of Bishop

has been overlooked and his acknowledyzed rivhts
interfered with, not merely by this statute. hyt
in the various plans which our obliging, but. |
tear, inconsiderate friends. have withont solicitn-
tion, offered for our adoption. itis due to my
function and eharacter, and that fiam integiity
of purpose which I hope ever to-maiutain, 1o ap-
peal fron: and oppore any course which may in
the shightest degree infringe the undoubted righ1s
of our holy CatholieChureh and her ministiy; for
it shall never be said tht the first Bishop o To-
ronto permitted, withont decided remonst-ance,
the cartailment of privileges which onr Prelates
in Canada have always exerciced, because from
a false delicacy he wasx ashamed to defend them

T all my appointuients ! have poocecdod with-
oul fear or favour. weighing with an honest mind
the just claims of my Elder Brethien. who bad
served faithfully, and poying due regard 1o the
upright feelings and opinious of the people of the
Parish, who being now called upon'to ass.st ins
the support of their Clergymeir, have acqined
the title to inereased constleration.

From these remarks it appears obvious th it the
practical operation of the Aet under considesution,
w any other way thun the one I snggost, must,
from the small value of the endowuents, be
somewhat distant; and long before that period
can arrive the division of the Diocese will have
taken place, and the patronage, coniing thiough

| the hauds of three Bishops, under such regulutions

as may be thought good, will cease 1o be un
object of much solicitude wnd eyvy. 5

Hitherto the great ditliculty has been to find
Clergymen to fill vacancies, aud 1o meet applica~
tions with promptuess, and in this not excepting
the Rectories, some of which are far less desiiable
thal many of onr Missions. | have at this tie a
Rector who has 1esigned in order to retire on a
peusion grauted him by the 8. P. G. F. P ior long
seivice 3 but, although I have been auxious to
relieve him for some months, 1 have not been able
1o effect it for no settled Clergyman is disposed
to take it

The truth is, our livings are so poor that our
respectubie families decline 1o bring up their
children 1o the Church; and heuce it ire quently
happens that we caunot, till after long delays, il
vacancies or open new Missions.

1 am at this moment wiiting to the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
urg:mg vpon them to send e four o five Clergy-
wen to fill stations of importance

Were the difi-rent Parishes to do more for
their Ministers, and to consider it a pleasure - as
it is certainly their dniy~io support thew n
decent comfort, our Students in Divinity would
inerease, and the pressing and embarassing wants
ol the Dincese would be miore prowptly remedied.

Now, if 1t be desiratle for 4 Parish o acquire &
just influence 1 the nomination of the.r Miuistes
under such regulations, as the peace and order of
the Church render necessary. that congregation
has only to provide whally for his maintenance,
and enable the Earent Society to transfer his salary
tn some one of the remote setileinents where the
inhabitanis are yet strugeling with the forest for
To pursus this canrse is not
werely the duty of every respectabie congrega-

i tin which at present draws assisiance from the

small public fund at the disposal of the Socicty
for the Propagation of ‘the Guspel ‘in Foreign
Parts, and which may soon be swept a way, but
imperative upon every Caristian who sinc=rely
prays for the extension of the Church to the waste
places of the Diocese.

In the mcautime, every exeition should be
made to render thie endowment of each Rectory,
withthe aid of its congregation, available for a
camlortable income, that the sapport il now re=
quires from the fuuds ot the Church may be given
1o Missions less favoured.  And_this wished tor
object when accomplished, will enable us 10 open

| forty-four new Missions withent incieasing the

charge on the public fund. And it would have
the further advantage of leaving the appoinmert
as a matter of amicable arrangement between the
Bishop and the congregation, instead of placing #
in the hands of comparative strangers. -

The like mode of settling the Patronage in a
friendly and paternal way, would extend to all
Parishes supporting their Ministers, for when
they do so, and there are no valid objections or
¢ i ympedi ts. they become deserving
of a prevailing voice in the appointment.

In regard to an advisory council to keep the
Bishops in order, it is hoped that they will have
their Deans and Chapters, their legitimate ad-
visers, long before the Patronage of this poer
Missionary Church can produee either suspicion
or inconvenience.

His Lordship having concluded, it was
then moved by the Rev. F. L. Osler. M. A.
seconded by Alexander Dixon, Esq., awd
unanimously resolved :

That from the respect and affection which this
Church Society entertains for our venerable Dio-
cesan, and the debt of gratitude which we owe to
His Lordship for his untiring exertions and inde-
fatigable zeal in promoting the best interests of
the Church during the long period of fifty years,
to which, under Divine Providence, is mainly
owing the prosperous condition of the Canadian
branch of the Catholic Church, it wonld be felt
by the Society to be injurious to the Church to
vest the presentation to Rectories in any otLer
hands than those of the Diocesan ;

Resolved, therefore, that the Patronage be
vested in the Diocesan.

On motion of Mr. Justico Draper, secon-
ded by G. W. Allen, Esq., it was resolved
unanimously,
= That a Committee be appointed, consisting of
the Chief Justice, the Hon. Mr. DeBlaguiere,
the Hoa. J. H. Cameron, the Rev. H. J. Grased,




