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NEW YEAR’S GREETING.

-—

The good yeur 1892 is drawing to a
close; the next issue of our paper will
appear in 1893. It is but proper that we
should pause at this particular period of
time, and before wishing our readers the
usual Happy New Year, take a hurried
glance at the year that is passing away.
The midnight chimes, two days hence,
will ring the old year out and the new
year in; but before the strunger, 1893,
comes Lo us in its infant robes of snowy
spotlessness, before we wrap the cold
white shroud around the remains of poor
departing 1892, before we close its eyes
and bid it an eternal adieu, let us recall
a few of the smiles and tears that twelve
months have brought, the joys and sor-
rows that space bas left, and the blessings,
particular and general, for which we
must be all grateful to God.

Individually speaking THe TRUE
Wirxess has much to be thankful for;
its forty-second year of existence has

-witnessed an extraordiuary change in its

prospects; tho elixer of life, that the
Rosicrucians were supposed to have
found, most certaiuly has infused 8 new
life and o fresh vigor into the good old
orzan of Catholic truth. Not only has
the spirit of the paper been changed, but
even its outward form huas begn improv-
ed and beaulfied. Much of all this is
dve to the generous encouragement re-
ceived at the hands of our subscribers,
patrons and friends. It is well to recall
these facts in order to give more force to
our heartfelt gratitude, aud to the as
surance that we will leave no stone un-
turned in our eltorts to make Tue TRUE
Wirness, during the year 1893, rise to a
point of excelicnce which it has never
before—in all its course—attained.

The year that expires on Saturday
night next has been a inost remarkable
one in world-important, events, Toward
the close of the last century the corres-
ponding year wus one of tumul, unrest,

-gocial turmoil, politieal chaos, and uni-

versal insecurity. The year 1792 was

“potent with mighty events; the thrones

‘rocked upon their foundations, the

-cowned-heads grasped for their sceplres,

the billows of revolution surged and
dashed ageinst the ramparts of social
stability, the Zudger Zee of Anarchy
pressed agninst the Holland barriers that

. surrounded the domwin of legulized au-

thority; red meteors shot along the
horizon of expectancy, and as the
“Little Corsican” appeared upon the
scene, © coming events cast their shadows

- before.”

The year 1892, in the last decade of

" the most wonderful century of time, has
-;.‘.':been pregoant with mighty signs and ex-

aordinary’events. Butorder has reign-

ed supreme ; the demon of war did not
sh .dowa upon the world, “ the.red eye

the. ma-

strife but in l.he arens of d!plomacy ;
their leaders aimed at emancipation
rather than slavery ; a glorious contrast
to the twilight gloom that o’erhung the
same period—one hundred years ago.
1892 has been a year of jubilees, golden
and ailver : and first amongst them has
bean that of the immortal Pontiff, Leo
XIII., who holds the keys of St. Peter
and with marvelous genius governs
the Charch and arbitrates for the na-
tions. May His Holiness be spared to
see many more New Yeac’s suns dawn
upon his life, that he may be énabled to
carry to successful termination all his
mighty projects for the temporal good of
the peoples and for thespiritual welfare
of the human race.

In the sphere of politics—or rather of
national struggles—the most glowing

all doubt, the wonderful stride taken by
the advocates of Irish Home Rule. The
stupendous effort of the Grand Old Man
by wbich he overturned the Tory ad-
ministration of the antocratic Salisbury,
and placed himself and his followers
within speaking distance of an effective
and successful solution of the moat dif-
ficult of British political problems; the
return of Hon. Mr, Gladstons to power,
and the consequent impetus given to the
nationalist canse in Irelund, should alone
suflice to stamp the brow of 1892 with an
indelible seal.

As the deparling year has been the
four hundredth anniversary of the dis-
covery of America, it has been a period
of jubilee in America, Spain, Italy, and
generally throughout the nations of
Christendom. We have not space (o
recall all the mighty projects that have
been initiated during 1892, all the re-
markable events commemorated, all the
national, political, and religions moves
upon the chess-board of the world.
What with the statesman-like and in-
spired encyclicals of Leo XIII,, the loss
of a Jesuit general and the election of a
successor, the change in the prospects of
A merican political parties, the formation
of a new administration in our own
country, and the thousand other events
of importance, we could fill a volume
instead of a column.

But, as in every other year, the Angel
of Death has hovered in the skies and
has narrowed his circles over many a
home—both rich and poor, just and un-
just alike—and in the shcdow of his
wing the spirit of many u great and
noble, as well as many a miserable and
unfortunate being, has gone to swell the
numbers of that “ silent majority.”

In the Chureh, the new year will not
shine upon thegrand figures of England’s
great Cardinal, nor Africa’s elave de-
liverer, Princes of the Church, Manning
and Lavigerie; 1593 will not “hear its
praises sung by the venerable Quaker
poet, John Greenleaf Whittier, nor shall
its dawn be greeted by the laureate
Tennyson—their harps are broken and
their spirits have fled, and the cypress
lenves arz twined in the ruses, by the
hands of those who loved them, to form
the garlands for their marble brows,
The snows of 1892 cover the remains of
Renan, the blasphemer, and of Gould,
the millionaire—one died, morally speak-
ing, the most dreaded and most despised
man of his century, for he had no God, and
had sowed seeds of infidelity with lavish
hand; the other died, commercially
speaking, the most hated and most un-
wept man of his generation, for he made
millions. on tbe ruin of others, and his
God was Mammon. '

In wishing a Happy New Year to all,
we pray that 1892 may .leave no stings
of lastmg ‘pain behiad,.
memories may be holy and fond, the

achievement of 1892 has been, beyond

that -all ‘its

recollecblon of joys and sugcesses afubure

hlessmg, and of its sorrows: a.nd revenes
80 many crosses that shall claim their
crowns. May 1898 be a happy and pros-
perous year for each aund every one;
may the shadow of the dread spectrs,
with the keen scythe and gaunt ligure,
be cast far from the habitations of alt
our friends; may national success and
glory be the portion of our young Domi-
nion; may the aspirations of thelong
suffering “Isle of the West” be realized;

may the sunburss of legislative freedom
flash its splendors upon her hill-tops ere
another yesar rolls past, may the cause
of our holy Faith be ever more and
more {ziumphant; in fine, may the year
1898 be one of universal peace, of indivi-
dusl bappiness, of national glory, of per-
sonal graces uud blessings, that when its
evening shall come and the knell of its
days shall be rung, we will all be a8
happy and as hopeful as we are to-night.
A happy New Year to all—young and
o'd—and many, many happy returns of
the season.

CLVIC REPRESENTATION.

e —

With a Royal Commission, appointed
to investigate into certain alleged civic
irregularities on the one hand, and the
inevitable municipal elections in the
coming month of February,on the other,
perhaps it would be no harm to stop at
the threshold of a New Year, and to say
a few words about the prevailing method
of choosing candidates for municipal
bonors, and the lack of energy in im-
pressing the chosen ones with & proper
senseof their responsibility to the peo-
ple. Itis a very siguificant fact that, in
presence of the insivuations and accusa-
tions daily repeated by the press and
under the odium of which our civic re-
presentatives are silent, that not one
man nas yet stood up in the Council and
demanded an investigation. It seems to
us thet there must be some of our alder-
men who are innocent of the wholesale
charges made and repeated, in the press,
upon the street and elsewhere. If so,
why does not some one of them take an
independent stand ? He would have the
whole city at his back were he to step
forward and say that, feeling bimself in-
nocent of all or any of the said charges,
he felt it his duty to demand & thorough
investigation with & view to the ex-
posure and punishment of the guilty
pa~ties—if there are any—and a vindica-
tion of the honest men who serve, to the
best of their ability, the interest of their
people. Until such a course is adopted
by some alderman, the public cannot be
blamed if each and every one of our civic
Fathers is put down in the black books.

But toreturn to the questions in hand !
How are our municipal legislators gen-
erally chosen ? A sample case will suf-
fice by way of illustratiop. A dozen or
fess men, of varied importance and in-
fluence, meet in some hotel or back-room
of & restaurant and there undertake to
settle the future of their particular ward.
An election is at hand ; a candidate is
required. Over their cigars it seems to
a couple that one. of their number—Tom
Jones let us say—would be a good man.
What about Tom ? Yes; all agree. Tom,
hestitates, for as moment, expresses his
gratification, dreads the responsibility
but will patriotically shoulderthe burden
for the good of mankind in general and
the well-being of his surrounding friends
in particular. Tom is the man. Thenext
day the press announced that Tom Jones
has been approached by the great body
of the electors in such a ward, and that
he has reluctantly consented tostand for
aldermanic honors. Eight tenths of the
electors know nothlng at all about the
said Jones, and six-tenths of them never
heard his name, unul t.hey read it in the
_papers, announcing his. candidature.

- The election comes on, the majority of

'the rat.epnyers are. mdlﬂ'erent, and the

property-holders and real voters, i in large
numbérs, go about their business, and
are represented at the polling booth by
some persons or other. To mnke a long
stoiy short, the independent and dis-
interested Tom is returned. Next morn-
ing the leading men of the ward read of
it in the daily-press, and they ask them-
selves **who is this Tom Jones #” and
echo answeérs “ who?” Very probably,
with the exception of the few friends
who met on the eve of the clection and
nominated that civic legislator, no one
in the city has any renson to recall the
fact that such an alderman exista. What
he does, or what he dues not, during the
term of his representntion, apparently is
nobody’s business, and consequently nu-
body bothers his head about Tom Jones,
and he keeps on “the even tenor of his
way,” until the world—or rather, the

city—is startled some fine morning by
ap article upon * Aldermanic Boodlew,”
or some kindred subject, and people
awaken toa knowledge of the fact that
Alderman Tom Jones has actuslly been
doing something.

Where iz the remedy? In the first
place this careless and indiscriminate
way of choosing candidates must be
frowned down and the rate-payers must
display some more active interest in the
matter of selecting men who are destined
to make their by-laws and take charge of
their city funds. Electoral cluba should
be established in every ward in the city ;
these clubs should be composed of the
leading citizens, the real estate owners,
the rising merchants, the men of stake
in the community, men who pay tlhe
bulk of the taxes and have an interest in
having public accounts rendered. Let
the membeis of these clubs be a8 nume-
rous as practicabls; let them select the
candidates and see to the carying out of
the elections. Under such a system Tom
Jones would find that when he came to
ask for votes, he would be met with the
question, “who asked you to come out ?:
They couldsay to him; “we did not se-
lect you, let those who did so vote for
you.” In that case the ambitions Tom
would probably not secure more than a
baker’s dozen.

And even alter the election of their
men, the duty of the clubs would not
case. They should bave their represen-
tatives whose business it would be to
keep track of all great public questions,
of city contracts, of the collection of
public money and the use to which it
would be put. They should keep the
electors posted in all maters of general
interest, attend the meetings of the coun-
cil, from time to time, when questions
of vital issue are on the lapis, and let the
Aldermen feel that their electors aro
watching them, and that they bave ac-
counts of their stewardship to render.
By such a system the whole municipal
atmosphere would be purified, no Royal
Commissions would be necessary, and
our civic government would cease to be
a by-word throughout the Dominion.

CHRISTIAN CHARITY.

We notice by the report of the proceed-
ings of the Irish Protestant Benevolént
socicty that the usual Christmas charity
distribution took place last week, and
that several of the applicants for relief
were subjected to the usual questions
before receiving the help solicited. We
also notice that the Rev. Mr, McManus
catechised one poor creature in a very
peculiar manner—at least, a manner pe- -
caliar for a Christian minister who
claims to distribnte Christian charity.
‘The woman happened to have conserved
& goodly emount.of her netive aoccent, - .
.4nd the Rev. gentlemen. expressed "t.ha

fea.r thah ahe wag.an ' R G




