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WEDNESDAY....DECEMBER 28, 1892

NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

The good year 1892 is drawing to a
close; the next issue of our paper will
appear in 1893. IL is but proper that we
should pause at this particular period of'
time, andi before wishirng our readers the
nsual Happy New Year, take a hurried
glance att the year that is passing away.
The midnight chimes, two days hence,
will ring the old year out and the new
year in; but befure the stranger, 1893,
cornes to us in its infant robes of snowy
spotlessness, before we wrap the cold
white shroud around the remains of poor
departing 1892, before we close its eyes
and bid it an eternai adieu, let us recall
a few of the miles and tears that twelve
months have brought, the joys and sor-
rows thlat space bas left, and the blessings,
particular and general, for which we
must, b all grateful to God.

Individually speaking TEE TRUE
WITNESS has mUch to be thankfal for;
its forty-second year of existence has
witnessed an extraordiuary change in its
prospects; tho elixer of life, that the
Rosierucians were sapposed to have
found, most certainly bas infused a new
life and a fresh vigor into the goodi old
organ of Catholic truth. Not only has
the spirit of the paper been changed, but
even its outward ferm hais beeu improv-
ed and beautîiied. Much of all this is
due to the generous encouragement re-
ceived at the hands of our subscribers,
patrons aid friends. It is well to recall
these facts in order to give more force to
our hearufeit gratitude, and to the as.
surance ihat wve wili eave no stone un-
turned in our efforts to niake THn: TRuE
WNxs, during the year 1893, rise to a
point of excellence which it has never
before-in all its coure-attained.

The year that expires on Saturday
night next bas been a nost remarkable
one in world-inportaut, events. Toward
the close of the last century the corres-
ponding year was one o0f tumult, unrest,
social turnoil, political chaos, and uni-
versai insecurity. The year 1792- was
potent with nighty events; the thrones
rocked upon their foundations, the
cowned-heads grasped for thei sceptres,
the billows of revolution surged and
dashed against the ramparts of social
stability, the Zudger Zee of Anarcby
pressed against the Hioland barri3rs that
surrounded the dormain of legalized au-
thority; redi meteors shot along the
horizon of expectancy, and as the
"Little Cursican" appeared uapon the
scene, " coming events cast their shadows
before."

The year 1892, in the last decade of1
the most wonderful century of tiame, has
been pregnant with mighty aigus abd ex-

:traordinaryevents. Butorder has reign-
d supreme; the demon of war did not
uhsdown upon the world,1" the red.eye

of battle "*as ôlosed indeed; the na-
ions conteeted, not upon the field off

strifE but in the arena of diplomacy;
their leaders aimed at emancipation
rather than slavery ; a gloriôns contrast
to the twilight gloom that o'er hung the
same period-one hundred years ago.
1892bas been a year of jubilees, golden
and silver : and firet amongst them bas
been that of the immortal Pontiif, Leo
XIII., who bolds the keys of St. Peter
and with marvelous genius governo
the Church and arbitrates for the na-
tione. May His Holiness be spared to
see many more New Year's suns dawn
upon his life, that ho may be énabled to
carry to successful termination all bis
mighty projects for the temporal good of
the peoples and for the spiritual welfare
of the human race.

In the sphere of politics-or rather of
national struggles-the moet glowing
achievement of 1892 bas been, beyond
all doubt, the wonderful stride taken by
the advocates of Irish Home Rule. The
stupendous effort of the Grand Old Man,
by which hoverturned the Tory ad-
ministration of the antocratic Salisbury,
and placed himself and his followers
-within speaking distance of an effective
and successful solution of the most dif-
ficult of British political problems ; the
return of Hon. Mr. Gladstone to power,
and the consequent impetus given-to the
nationalist cause in Ireland, should alone
suflice to stamap the brow of 1892 with an
indelible seal.

As the departing year bas been the
four hundredth anniversary of the dis-
covery of America, it bas been a period
of jubilee in America, Spain, Italy, and
generally throughout the nations of
Christendom. We have not space to
recall all the mighty projects that have
been initiated during 1892, all the re-
markable events commemorated, all the
national, political, and religions moves
upon the chess-board of the world.
What with the statesman-like and in-
spired encyclicals of Leo XIII., the loss
of a Jeuit general and the election of a
successor, the change in the prospecte of
Amaerican political parties, the formation
of a new administration in our own
country, and the thousand other events
of importance, we could fill a volume
instead of a column.

But, as in every other year, the Angel
of Death bas hovered in the skies and
has narrowed his circles over many a
home-both rich and poor, just and un-
just alike-and in the shtdow of hie
wing the spirit of many a great and
noble, as well as many a miserable and
unfortunate being, bas gone to swell the
numbers of that "silent majority."

In the Churci, the new year will not
shine upon the grand figures of England's
great Cardinal, nor Africa's slave de-
liverer, Princes of the Church, Manning
and Lavigerie; 1,93 will not'ihear its
praises sung by the venerable Quaker
poet, John Greenleaf Whittier, nor shall
its dawn ho greeted by the laureate
Tennyson-their harpe are broken and
their spirits have lied, and the cypress
leaves ara twined in the roses, by the
hands of those who loved them, to form
the garlands for their marble brows.
The snows of 1892 cover the romains of
Renan, the blasphemer, and of Gould,
the milliouaire-one died, morally speak-
ing, Lthe most dreaded and mnost despised
man of his century,for ho had no God, and
had soowed seeds of infidelity with lavish
hand; the other died, commercially
speaking, the moet hated and most un-
wept man of bis generation, for ho made
millions on the ruin of others, and his
God was Mammon.

In wishing a Happy New Year to all,
we pray that 1892 may leave no stinge
of lasting .pain behind,. that -al -its
memonies may be holy and fond, the
recollection efjoy sn aseççeese a future
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blessing, and of its sorrows and revers iterat are- indiffrent, ad tho
sa many crosses that shall daim their property-holdor9 and rosi votera,ilule
crowns. May 1893 be a happy and pros- 'number, go about thoir business, and
perous year for each and every one; arerepreseutet at the polling booth by
may the shadow of the dread spectre, Boule porions or other. To male a long
with the keen scythe and gaunt ligure, stoIy short, the independont ant dis-
ho eat far from the habitations of alluterestet Tom le returned. Neit mon-
our oiends; may national success and ing the leading mon ofte ward read cf
glory ho the portion of our young Domi- IL lu thedantty ask Lbem-
nion; may the aspirations of the long selves "who la this Tom Jouer, sad
suffering " Isle of the West" ho realized; echo aawén"wha? Very prohably,
may the sunburst of legielative freedom with the exception of the few friende
flash its splendors upon her hill-tops ere who met on the ove of te election ant
another yer- rolls past; may the cause neainatodtatcivià legiatr, ne
of our holy Faithehoever more andiluthe aity'hais any reasen Le recalLte
more triumphant; in fine, may the yearfactthatsucb an alderman exista. What
1893 h one of universaI peace, of indivi- ho doos, or wiat lac tocs net, during the
dual bappiness, of national gl.ry, of per- ton» cf bis ropresentatiea, apparenti>'ji
sonal graces and blessirg, thait when its nobedy'à business, andiconeeuently arc-
evening shall come and the knell of its body'bethers bis heai about Tom 3oues,

days shall ho rung, we will all be as aud ho keepa on "«te evena enor cf bis
happy and as hopeful as we are to-night. va>," outilte vont-or rather, tho

A happy New Year to all-young and city-is startbpd sonio fine mornhag b>
o!d-and many, many happy returns ofaa article upoît Aidermanie Boodlor."

the season. or some kindrot subjeet, aad people

CIVIC REPRESENTATION. aake t a kowedge of te t that
UIVI RERESETATON- Alderman Tom Joues bias actual>' heon

Witb a Royal Commission, appointedo ing somethiug.
to investigate into certain alleged civic Whero la the renod>? Inathe finit
irregularities on the one band, and the pIttis careleas andiindiscrininato
inevitable municipal elections in the way of choaing candidates muet ho
coming month of February,on the other, frowned down ant e rate-payere uat
perbaps it would h no harm to stop at dispia>'some me active intoret in tac
the tbresbold of a New Year, and to say mater cf selecting mon whe are destinet
a few words about the prevailing methodtotmake their by.laws antiLako charge cf
of choosing candidates for municipal their city funde. Electoral clbehouid
honore, and the lack of energy in im- ho establishet in evory iard lnte citv*
pressing the chosen ones with a propor tiese clubs shoud Le composed of the

senseof their responsibility te the peo- io&dingcitizens,the rosi estate owuers,

ple. IL la a very siguificant fact that, in the rising merchants,te men offBsako
presence of the insinuations and accusa- in thecuiunty, mon vitepay Lie

tions daily repeated by the press and bulk cfte taxes ant have an interoot la

under the odium of whicb our civic re- htving public accounts renderet. Lot

presentatives are silent, that net one the mombeis Of those clubs ho as aumo-

man has yet stoodti up in the Council and roue as practicable; lot then select tho

demanded an investigation. It seems to candidates and 508 te the carying eut of
us that there muet be some of our alder- the elections. Undor sncb a system Tom

men who are innocent of the wholesale J>nes vouIt (antithat wbeu hoecame Le

charges made and repeated, in the press, askfor votes, hoeweuld ho met wiLhte
upon the street and elsewhere. If so, question, "wbc asked yote core eut?"
why does not some nue of them Lake an They ceult say te bina; "'vo did net se-

independent stand ? He would have the lot you, lot tiose vhe dit 50 vote for

whole city at bis back- were he to stop you." lu that case the ambitions Tout

forward and say that, feeling hinself in- veultiprobabi> net socure mure tian a
nocent of all or any of the said charges, bakers dozor.
ho felt it his duty to demand a thoroughi Antievon after te lectiou of their

investigation with a view tete ex-mon,te dut>'of the clubserouitinot
posure and punishment of the guiltyce. The>'ebultbavetheirrepresen-
pa-ties-if there are any-and a vindica.-tatives viose businessiL voulti ho

tien of the honest men.who serve, tote keep track oheail great public questions,
best of their ability, the interest of their cf City contracta, cf tho collection of
people. Until such a course je adopted publieoy audte use ta vhicit
by some alderman, the public cannot ho woul ho put. Tey shoultikeop the
blamied if each and every one of our civic electors pestetinll matera o! general
Fathers is put down in the black books. intereet, attend the meetings cfte Cot-

Bu L to return to the questions in hand ! cil, frein tiae te ime, vien questions

How are our municipal legislaters gen- of vital issue are on the tapis, andilot the

erally chosen ? A sample case will suf- Aldermen bol that their olectors'arc

fice by way of illustratio. A dozen orwatcbing them, ant that te> have ac-

less men, of varied importance and in-ceunts cf thear etewaadsbxp te renter.

fluence, meet in some hotel or back-roomB>sucita systefte violo municipal

of a restaurant and there undertake Le atmosphereveulti hopurifiet, ne Royal

settle the future of their particular ward. Commissions uî ho necesear>, sud

Au election le at band ; a candidate is our civie goveramont veuit cesse te ho

required. Over their cigare it seems toa by-wordLtrongitut the Dominion.
a couple tiat one of their number-Tom
Jones let us say-would be a good man. CUSTIAN CHAR[TY.
What about Tom ? Yes; all agree. Tom,
hostitates, for amoment, expresses his Ie notice b>te report offtLie proceed-
gratification, dreade the responsibility luge offte Irish Protestaut Beneveleut
but will patrioticallyshoulder theburden socioty thatte nouai Citmas chant>
for the good of mankind in general ant distribution took place hast veoi, sud
the well-being of his surrounding friendstat sovoral of the applicants for relief
in particular. Tom is theman. Thenext were subjecheti t e usual questions
day the.press announced that Tom Jones boerceiving te ielp seliciLed. We
bas been approached by the great bodyaise notice taL the Rev. Mr. Molanus
of the electors in such a ward, and that catochisotioee poor creature in a ver>
he ha reluctantly consented to stand for peculiar manser-at lest, a manuer pe-
aldermani honore. Eight tenths of the culiar fer a Christian mnitei wbc
olectens knouuotbing at ail about te aimns tuedstributo Christian chat.
sait Joues, snd six.tenthe cf tim nover The roman happene. To mhave consgrvot
heart hie namo, untii7they reatiLla in teéagoodsi saount f hen native accent,-
papors, annnnucing bis, candidture. ..sud inthe Rev. gent1emenethreadrad of-te

Theelptin om~ nLit macrty ! fuwit te wepio of tR , he p re-d


