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even the Exodus from Egypt. The Advent
p)romise of a kiungdom of God, which is also a
kingdom of 'righteousness,' here begins to bc
brought out. Messiah was to b a 'rightoons
branch' executing judgment and justice on the
oarth,-a new di-ipensation, of which the char-
acteristic mark was to bo ' righteousness' as
opposed to oppression, injustice and evil. The
sceptre by which the new monarch -as to ride
was to be ' righteousness,' good works, love,
truth, purity, and the fear of God. So 'gond
worlks' are to be the distinguishing mark of the
subject of the new kingdom. This righteousness
ik to b wrought in our hearts by a ready sub-
mission of the will to Che operations of the Holy
Spirit, through whom Christ rules and guides
li - faithfuil poople.'

The Gospel directs the mind backward to the
rich feast of grace which has been set before us
in the year now passed away. Even now it is
not 100 lato to 'ga her up the fragments' of
wht:L, lias been wasted or neglected, that
nothing may bu lost. The compassion of Fesus
f0r the Multitude : le lifted np lis eyes and
t oIk in at a glance the needs of t lie pco'ple whv(o
were gathered about Uim. Unaskeid,tIc blessed
them. ' Their ieeds were their title deeds' te)
lii royal consideration and bounty. le pro-

vided royally for ail-enough and to spare.
'ie Jews were looking for a prophet like tinto
M oses, and Jesus proved Himself to b ' that
P>ropiet' by this miracle which recalled the
f'eding of the Israelites witb Manna in the
wilderness. The point. of the Gospel i in the
closing words, ' This is of a truth that Propliet
that should corne into the world.' Note the

' plint cousncss' of tho gift of our Loril.
The First lorning Lesson, Eccles. xi, xii, is a

cali to Faith and effort, and to a steady perse-
verance in ' weli doing.' The faithful husband-
mtan easts in tho seed and abides contidently
the issue of bis toil. He disregards ail outward
signs of' discouragement, v. 4, and goes on in
the path ot dut.y,-iii the iiioringiig sowing the
seed. and in tho evening staiyiing not the liand.
In the beginning of things the end is not to bu
forgotten. ' The fruit' che resuilt of the sowiig.
The 'plenteous' reward the crowii of hcarty
and dutitul service under all ouLward coidi-
tions of life. The greater the discoiirageneit
the greater tlic imîrit. li battle ' the post of'
hoeor' is always ' the pos[ of danger.' Early
piity recorniended as a preparation for days
of, sorro w and times of trial. The conit-ion of
lte whole matter : 'Fear God and kcep His
Commandments: this is the whole duty of'
ian ;' the end for which mrian is created and

his supremo glory.
The Second Ilorning Lesson, St. James iv.,

warnis against those sins wniceh detach the souil
froi God and weakens its devotion, Iindering
the development of ' the fruit' ot righteousness.
ovetusness, pride, rash judgment, over-conti-

dence in matorial things, are somte of the
suureoe whenco corne weakness and unprodue-
tiveniess in the spiritual life. Obodieice te God
and an habituai drawing nigh in the ordin-
anees of religion, the only safoguard against
apîostasy and final rejection as 'f'ruitluss,' as
having failed of the grace of God. To kînow to
do good, v. 17. and te do it not by reason of'
lIck of resolution, is sin. iow needfiul then
te irayer of tue Collect that we should areuse

ourselves at this season to a ncwer and more
deterinined effort to make our lives fruitful in
good works. low salutiary are aillictions,
mnournriing, tears of penitence, v. 9. if they
dfraw us to humble ourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and securo for us the ruit of the promise
thtat ' ne will lift us up.'

The First Evening Lesson, il s gg. ii. to v. 10,
is an appeal to israel of old to renewed effort in
rebuilding the Templo, an example of the Lord

rovivintg -lis work' in the midst iof the years.
plie appeal is based upon their experience of

the past mercies of Jehovab. ' Be strong and
work'-the calt of the Church to.day. Tho re-
ward pironised a 'plonteous' one: ' I wili till
this bouse with glory ;' 'In this place wili I
give peace, saith the Lord of Hosts.' ' an
with you, eaith the Lord of Hosts.'

The Second Evening Lesson, St. John ix to v.
39, reveals the Messiah es the source of' Light
to the wnrld-spirituial and physical. He thus
vindicates his claim to b ' The Light' that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
The' darkness of' ignorance and prejidice con
trasted with the light of experience and faith,
v. 11, 16, 31, 32, 33. The resuit of conviction,
confession and worship of' the Christ, v. 38.
The boldness of the man's confesion in the
face of the contempt and revilings of the Phari.
secs a proof of his sincerity. The simplinity of
his testimony 'One thi ng I know thtat wlere-
as T vas blind, now I sece.' This simuplicity and
boldiiess revealed the Divine strength which
had bcn bestowed upoi the man in the c:ursc
of holy obediance. ' He went his way, there
fore, :inl washed and came seeing.'

THE LAWFUl'i ADMILNISTRATION OF
TH1E WORID AND SACRAMENTS.

(Iioti the Penny Post.)

Wicin our Lord and Saviour had brokeiî the

portals of' the gv H stayed a while uponu
oarth to cheer and support Ii k i>cileoos in the
doubhtfal and dangerous circurnstainees in whici
thev found themsolves. It was thIis very

.soleimnii time which He seoeetcd for inîvesting
them with that high and awful commission to
proach the Gospel, and to baptize all nations in
the name of the ever blessed Trinity. It was
in the cvoning of the first day of the week that
the little band of faithful ones wero met to-
gether with doors shut for fear of the Jews.
Sttddoily Jestus stood in the imidst of' then, and
said, " Pctce bc unto you : as My Fathor liatih
sent lie, ovon so send I You. Anlttd vhen Ho
hadl said this, He breathe'd on thei, and saith
uînto thein, Ieceive yethe lioly Giost: Whosc-
soover sins vo remit, thoy are remitted unto
ihein: and vlosesoover sins ye retain, thy are
retaited †j-." Suchi was the eroning of the first
Sttndav ever obs'erved in the world. And wlhen
Lite Master aýcended up on high Ho repeated
this commission, and added, " Lo, f ain with
yot alvays even unto the end of tho world ‡."

Such was the beginning of' the Christian
Priesthood. By this divine ordination all grace
had been given to the Apoetlos ; they were the
rightful tountailis from wlence aIl Church
authority was to flow. By virtue of this power
they addod to thoir owi number St. Matthias ;
and aft.erwards. as the needs of the Church in-
creaseil, they coisecrated St. Jaines, a relation
of our Lord, bishop of Jerisalom : St. Paul
consecrated Timothy and Titus bishop of
Ephtesus and Crete, and St. Peter consecrated
St. Mark Bishop of Alexandria. None wcre to
prcluh vho wero not sent, none had the gift in
them, save by the laying on of hands. When
the visiting of' the siCk, tle distribution of alms,
anti baptizing, multiplied in the hands of the
A posties,theV constituited the Order of-Doacons ;
of whom St. Stepion and St. Philip evre chi'ef
oin:meots ; ant lastly, we read of their
" ordaining elders," or, as it is in the (Greec,

presbyters, in every city, praying witi fast-
ing, and commending them to the Lord on
wbom thoy belioved §."

These [brec Hioly Orders of Apostles or
Bishops, Priests and Deacons, were thins
establi lhed. From the carliest time.s downi to

†John xx. 1A -23.

‡ Matt. xxviii. 20. § Acts xiv. 23.

the present have they been by God's good pro-
vidence preserved in the Church. The laying
on of hands cari be traced from the apostles
downwards in a long succession of Bishops
throughout the whole world ; and so absolutely
necessary was Apostolie Ordination considered
in primitive times, that St. Ignatits, a contem-
pory of the Apostles, distinctly says, " Without
a Bishop, Priests, and Deacons, thore is no
Church 1" Indeed I cannot give a botter or
clearer view of this than by quoting a passage
fromn this same holy Father, the Friend of St.
Peter and St. John. He thus writos to the
Churches of Ephesus and Smyrna:-

"On this account it is fit ye should obey
your Bishop, which thing also yo do. For
your desorvedly blossed prosbytery, which is
worthy of God, is so fitted into your Bishop, as
strings in a harp ; wherefore in your unity and
musical love Jesus Christ is sung ; and bo yo
aIl and each of the Chorus, that boing in tuno
and of one spirit, ye may lift up tlie song of
God in unity, and sing with one voice through
Jesus Christ to the I"ather, that He may hear
you, and know you by the things which yo do
to be very members of His Son. Let no mai
bh deceived ; ifany one is not within the altar,
that mani faillet.h short of the bread of God; for
if the prayer of one or two lath such power,
iov iminch more that of the Bishop and the
Church ? Yc are the stonos of' the Fathor's
temple, prepared for the building of God the
Fatiher, lifted up on high by the scaffolding of
Jesus Christ, which is His cross, using for a
rape the Holy Ghost : and your faitli is that
which bours you upward, it is that gzood way
which loadeth unto God. Obey your bishop as
Jesus Christ obeys the Father, and the prosby-
tery as the Apostles and rovorenco the deacons
as the commandmont of God. No one shall
baptizo or consecrate the foast of love, but the
bishop, or those whom we shall approve."

i have thus compressed into as brief a space
as 1 possibly could the doctrine of vhat is com-
monly called the Apostolical Succession. The
importance which was attached to the doctrine
in the best and purest ages contrasts strongiy
wifh the onoglect irto which it afterwards fele.
i t was thon one of' the main rasons which at-
tached our for'efather to the Church. Without
this ministry how could they be sure of' the
blessed sacraments ? For fifteu hundred
years the whole Church laid hold that out of
this ministry there was no legitimato Priest-
hood-what woro thuey that they should dare to
set up a new priesthood for theinselves ? All
this they falt ; and therefor, " with singlenoss
of heurt, they continued steadfastly in [lhe
Apostles' doctrine and followship Il." I need
not dwell longer upon this subject. I have, 1
trust, said enough to show [hat when mon are
inclined to think lightly of change in the
Church, or disposed [o retashion it after their
ovnl imaginatiius, tlhey should remenber that
they are meddling with au ordinanco of God,
and not with an institution of man.

F. W. F.

||Acts ii. 42.

Overdue Suibscriptions.

WE regret very much to b obliged again to
call attention to this matter. A very large
number of those iw arrears have paid no heed
to former notices of siiiilar character, and the
amount due us in small sums is so great as to

seriously impodi our work. Will not overy
subscriber obligo us by examining label on
paper and by remitti ng amount dne with renetal
ordor, and il possible one now name ? li the
latter case ronewal will b givon for one dollar
(iistead of one dollar and a half.)


