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always laid up at that place. This business appears ta me
of the first importance as it would flot only be a great step
towards the reductiori of Niagara, if Congress sbould attempt
in the next campaign ta get possession of that vety imi-
portant pass, and which if in our hands would have a variety
of sucb obvious good consequences that 1 need flot mention
themn; but it wouId alsa bc necessary in order ta secure a
retreat that way which, if a retreat is necessary, 1 would ra-
ther wish than by the way of Chamnplain, if St. John's should
hold out so long as that the enemy might send forces into
Canada from New York or elsewhere. It may be askcd why
1 should wish a retreat by Ontario and how it could bcet-
fected ? To the tirst I answver, because mcasures nîay be takcn
ta reinforce the army at their arrivaI at Oswcego by troops
from Albany, thence ta procced ta the reduction of Niagara,
if Congrcss thought proper ; if flot thcy rnight return by the
way of Fort Schuyler. To the second, that ail the batteaux
in the St. L.awrence ini the vicinity af Mtontreai miglit be
collcctcd andi thesc would probably bc sufficicnt ta cnnvey
aIl thc troops, if tiot, an additional numiber nmight vcry soon
bc conistructcd ; aiid for that and otlicr buisncss anc hundred
carpenters should be sent with the arrny into Canada. Nor
should the comnîanding officer neglcct, wben at Montrcal, ta
takc hostages froni the Caugbnawaga Cannasscdcraga Iii-
dians (whbo wvill bc in bis power) for their peaceable behaviaur,
and those should bc sent ta these parts withiout delay. If St.
John's should be reduccd, 1 think it is prctty certain that a
body of troops appearing before Ticonderoga, the garrison
wauld surrender sbould they not abandon it this fali or on
seîng aur preparations for going into Canada. It would
therefore be necessary ta collect a body of troops flot only
for that purpose if necessary, but if Ticonderoga shauld be
abandoncd ta bc sent into Canada ta reinforce the army there
ini such a manner as that the country might be kept and, if
possible, thc seige of Qucbec undertaken. For the convey-


