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leugtih-neither rust or mildew tou-
ched it, yet the yield was only se-
ven pecks to the* bushel of seed, in
consequence of the depredation of
the midge. Country Gentleman.

Forestg and Fore3t Traes..I
THEIR CARE AND PRESERVATION.

It is time for Americans to give
special attention to the preservation
of forests and to the growth of forest
trees. In the settled parts of the con-
tinent a grest portion of the woods
have disappeared. In many places,
where the natural growth was so
luxuriant fifty years snce as to be
an incumbrance, timber for building
and mechanical purposes has in-
creased in value fron five to ten
fold, and is very scarce, while wood
for fuel is almost unpurchasable. In
a vast portion of these sections of the
national domain which are sparse-
ly settled or still unclaimed, there
are no natural forests. Some cf
these regions, such as the prairies
of Ilinois and Iowa, are fertile and
capable of rapidly producing a
heavy growth of timber, when once
planted and cared for, as numerous
experiments have proved. On the
other hand, soine hilly and moun-
tainous regions and the arid plains
in the Irrdian country, in New-Mex-
ico and North-Western Texas-the

C areat American deert"-arc not
re dily susceptible of cultivation.
But im nearly every square mile of
thesse regions trees can be made to
grow. W hen once planted, they vill
be the direct means of creating mois-
turc, which will feed springs and
streamus, and of ameliorating the cli-
mate, and thus of rendering the soil
productive.

As it is only by considering the
properties of trees,and the part play-
ed by forests in the economy of na-
lure, tuiat we can s'ee and appreciale
their value, we may b pardoned for

attempting a some whbat extended
and comprehensive view of the ge-
neral subject.

Nature maintaines a beautiful con-
sistency in the distribution and ar-
rangement of the animal and vege-
table kingdoms. It ts often said the
lion, the tiger, the leopard and the
camel delight in arid and sandy de-
serts. But this is only partially true.
Th se beasts like a warri climate,
and will live in barren tracts where
the means of subsistence are sa
scanty as to drive away ani-
mals of other species. But should
you entirely remove the vegeta-
tion , the equilibrium of nature
would be destroyed, and ail animais
except those passing from one fer-
tile region to another would disap-
pear. Ruminating animais would
leave in quest of vegetable food,
and the carnivora that live upon
tihem would follow. The animal
world is dependent directly and sole.
ly on te vegetable world for sub-
sistence. Titis is exemplified as clear-
ly vhen man devours the ox that
crops the verdant pasture, as when
he lives entirely upon fruits, roots
and plants. " For ail these hungry
guests Nature spreads the table when
she brings forth vegetables, and if
she -would not let one of lier worlds-
the animail-become extinct, sie
must provide so surely for the mul-
tiplication of plants, that spite of all
injurious and destructive influences
a general famine shal be iiposi-
siblec ;"

But the vegetable world, while
giving ils fruits as food and suste-
nance to living creatures, has other
properties, and carries out other pur-
poses. We sec at once the utility of a
sturdv oak or a tapering pine when
converted into the beamr of a house
or tlie mast of a vessel, but we do
not always comprehend the direct and
beneficialedfects that trees and forests
bave upon te atmosphie, and
th roughb the almiiosphere upon the
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