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HALIFAX AS A WINTER POR'T.

For a few weeks past the alifax Morn-
{ny Chrenicle has been o journal of one
idea; in faet, there are those who belicve
that Lo be its normal condition; bub we
are not uncharvitable enough to thinlk it
is quile so circumseribed, - It scems to
have closed its eyes to all clse, however,
bLut the apparently important question of
miaking that city the winter port of Canacla,
Like most people when ailicted with the
idew solus, it will not tolerate a whisper
that does not exactly accord witl its pet
theory ; nor is it able to perceive eoinci-
dence unless couched in langinge pre-
cisely its own.  Weare led to these ve-
flections by an effusion which appeared in
the paper named, on st inst,, erying most
bitberly over the remarks in owr issue of
2ith ulto., on the Winter Port question,
which article; it says, “is decidedly hos-
tile”  We are unacquainted with our
contemporary’s rules of interpretation,
and feel thankful we are so, when such
a construction can be putupon words like
the following : ¥ the desirability of making
it o winter port is undeniable '’ - there
is no desire to plice obstacles in the way
of Halifax;” “one could wish tosce 1ali-
fax used -as the winter port, even at a
temporary loss.””  But while using these
words in its favor, we could not be consis-

tent with our character as & commerecial
Journal, and maintain silence respecting
what scemed to be possible and serious
obstacles. - We desived to suggest a few
points for thought, and scarcely imagined’
it would become needlul forus to instruct
writers who seem so lunentably deficient
in knowledge of mercantile matters. The
hints were thrown out, to indicate the
folly of expecting large and expensively
maintained steamers to make a certain
port their terminus, even for the conduct
of n limitedly subsidized nail  service,
unless there were also a reasonable likeli-
hood of obtaining cargoes of freight,—and
such a condition Ifalifax was not in a
position to meet, especially in relation to
an export Grain trade.  Dut the Chroniele
flies Into a pagsion, beewuse we failed to
concede that this strictly business phase
was hob essential to establizhing the winter
route to and from Halilax.  In fuet,we are
angrily told that our articte was % inspired
by a powerful Montreal influence, that
“has been' secretly working ngainst 1alis
“fax ever since the Winter Dort was fivst,
“mooted as a poactical question ! Truly
one needs to go away from home to learn
ol one’s own affuirs, for il is news, judeed,
that any undue influence has been thus
stealthily undermining the desires of the
1Taligonians,  We' have bethought our-
selves of the day when those unfortunate
words were “inspired,” but have no re-
collection ™ of coming into contuct with
“sceret workers against [lalifax.””  So far
as such insinuations aftect o uttermees,
they require no comment ; but, as reflect-
ing upon the honourand conduet of Mon-
trenl merchants, they wre unworthy of
the source whence they proceed.  Argu-
ments which are  simply abuse atford
undoubted cvidence that the case de-
fended lacks strengih ; and we may now
be less ready to admit the practicability
of the claims put lorth than before. . Any
disposition to stir up sectional feeling and
animosity is reprehensible in the extreme,
The merchants of ‘this city will do busi-
ness with any place showing enterprise
and reasonably zood facilities, without the
first thought of jeulousy or anbugonism,
1 our grumbling contemporary were less
narrow, it would augur much Lelter for
the prospects of the mereantile commun-
ity it professes to represent. ” HMowever,
that paper now desires to give & new turn
to the discussion, and practically repudi-
ates as & public matter, the iden of making
Halifax the winter port per se,— as that
would involve the general guestion ol ship-
ping facilities and the grain trade, which
it now suys is « subject for private enter-
prise; but that it is merely as a Winter

Mail Port that these pretensions are to be

urged—or, in other words, as we sup)pose,
a port of call for the steamers: to land
their muils en route to Portland. = Well,
this may sound very well on paper.  But
there can Le little doubt that after all ithe
hue and cry of the past few months about
making that Zhe Winter Port for Canada,
and controlling grain shipments, this
simply means & desive to get an inch in
order, we presume, that the “private
enterprise”™ mentioned, may have some
bare hope of sceing the ¢ll tollow. Unless
there Le some such vision as this floating
Defore their eyes, we fuil to perceive the
reason {or such apparent cagerness about
a simple matter of having their harbor
made a port of call for mails,  But our
former  arguments  still hold - good  as
regavds the feeling we have, that teade
snnob e diverted  thither,  under
present  civeumstances  at oany reate.
And, on the other hand, we contess to
obscurity over the pretended advantages
with respeet to the mailing service, to
arise from the change of port.  The
Chrowlele attribules its eagor defence of
this view to patriotism and cconomy ; hui
that can be taken e grane salis. The
Buncombe about # Canadian porls’ and
“poute through British territory  has no
applieation here, for while we thoroughly
believe in o country building up its own
ports. and independent trade, yet, with
natural obstacles in the way, tendencies
towards promulgating estrangement: be-
tween parties who should be commercially
sympathetic ought not to be encouraged.
The question lor business ien: is, what
will be most advantageous in a monelary
sense?  Time. is money ; but we are not
convineed that * Halifax can give . the
people of the West their English letters
nearly hall o day quicker than Portlund;
and - that the expense would be saved of
(:al'l'u\'ingr the ails over the Grand Trunk
from Portland.” As we previously point-
ed out, there are too many probabilities
of the railway to JHalifax being blockaded
with fce and snow in winter.  To this it is
answered, that Mr. Brydges: has given his
word that the Intercolonial can and will
be kept open. Certuinly we have no'in-
tention to predict that gentleman’s foilure
in sustaining his promise; as he has taken

many precautions, such as’erecting snow-.

sheds, &e. Dut the greatest difficulty, it
appears is to Le apprehended from a picce
of road not under control of M. Brydges,
i ¢,y the Gramd Trunk between Quebee and
River du Loup, which, it is understood, it
will be almost it not altogether impossible
to keep open; at any rate all the neces-
sary arrangements for that purpose have

-yeét to be undertakon. - With such proba-

Lilities, of very frequent occurrence and




