
PAR>LIAMENTARY FRANCHISE OF ENGLAND.

counties, the comllon law imnmediately
eonîferred the right of eleeting the
represeItatives upon the couni unîty
at largre, to be exercised hv all free
and latwfuil nen." And in the pub-
lishied volumnes of thie late Keeper of'
the Publie Records of England, con-
taining copies of the eailiest Parlia-
mttenitarty Writs, and of the returns
usually made by Sherid*s prior to the
change in the franchise, the Sheriff
certified that the eleetion had been
mnade " by the assent and will of the
iein of thue whole couityT." ,

But during the reign of Henry VI.
and about the year 1429, the aristo-
cratie elenent in Parliament succeed-
ed in restricting this coUninon law
right and in imposing a property
qualification on the electorate. The
countv elections had been a subjeet of
intermittent agitation and discussion
from tie beginnîîing of that century,
and resulted in the triutmplh of the
aristocracy. The result was the Act
of 1429, which established the rule
that au elector's political intelligence,
and riglt to control the policy of the
Govermnient, shoull be gauged by the
value of his acres rather than by his
coînlon law rights of nanhood, or
his mental or eduicational equipnent.
The lowest limit of his political intel-
ligence was fixed on the basis of his
possession of " free land, or tenement,
of the yearly value of 40s. by the year
at the least above alil charges." The
title of the Act is, " What sort of men
shal be Choosers, and who shall be
Knighîts of Parliamnent." And as evi-
dence of the aristocratie influence con-
trol ling both flouses of Parlianent at
that tine, and as an illustrative cor-
ollarv to [orace's Udi pr(faïnma
vulgns et arceo, the preamble of the
Act nay be cited. Read in the light
of the democratie tendencies of our
days,it recites, with a refreshing plain-
ness of speech, a supercilious, and
doubless a real, aristocratie contempt
for the so-called " lower classes," and

5. Hudson on the Elective Franchise, pp. b1, 3:
ti. Palgrave's Parliamentary Writs, p. 319.

indieates the influence controlling the
l egislative policy of the realhn, in

phratseog which would be " cakes
ind1 ale " to an Anarchist in any sin-
i lar moder legislative del i vernce.

Thîe Ac4t S. Henry I, chapter 7,
reads: - Whereas the elections of
Knights of the Shires to cone to the
Parliaments of our Lord the King, in
many counties of the realhn of Eng,-
land have now of late been made by
very great, ottragieous, and e:rcelU ive
n icmbelr of people, dwelling within the
sane counties of the realhn of Eng-
land, of the which the mnost part were
people of stmall substance and of no
value, whereof every one of them pre-
tended a voice equivalent as to such
ele<t ions with the most wvorth y Knights
and Esquire, dwelling within the
saime counties,wherebv manslaughters,
riots, hatteries and divisions amnong
the gentlemen antd people of the same
counties sh<ad very lilely arise and be,
unless convenient and due remnedy be
provided in that behalf. Our Lord
the King, considering the premîises,
hath provided, ordained and establish-
ed by authority of this present Parlia-
ment, that the Knights of the Shires
to be chosen within the samne realn of
England, to comne to the 1arliamnents
of our Lord the King, hereafter to be
holden, shall be chosen in every county
of the reahn of England, by people
uiwelling and resident in tihe saine
counties, whereof every one of then
shall have free land or tenenent to
the value of 40s. by the year at the
least above all charges." The Act
further provided for a scrutiny of
votes, by directing that the Sheriffs
should examine the electors upon oath
touching the valie of their freeholds.

It nay be here noted that this sta-
tute only regulated the electorai fran-
chise for the- shires or counties: and
its non-applicability to towns and
boroughs left their franchises as regu-
lated by the commtuon law or their
local charters.

Writers on Parlianentary Election
Law have commnnented upon this first
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