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EN. LEE. .

The War of Indepen-
dence #o stoutly, butun-
successfully, wuged for
four years by the South.
ern States of the Ameri-
ean Republic, developed
no greater military geni-
us thin Robert E. Lee,
who died at Lexington,
Va., on \\"(;dﬂﬂ&llﬂ)', the
12thinst. Hewasa rmann
of high distinction for his
scholarly  attuniminents,
personal  honour, and
apotlessness of characiar.
The ¢ Lost Cause ™ lad
no more carnest chim-
pion than he, und perhays

not anorther posce.-hg «6°

many varied recomplish-
ments, Ry his military
genius for strategy in iho
field he achieved soine ot
the greatest victories of
modern titnes, and, whan
was perhaps still maie to
his ecredit, hin defears,
like his victories, wern
characteriserd by extra.
ordinary precaution and
foresight in husbanding
the lives of his soldiers.
He knew no “pegying
away." nor fighting it
out on this line.” reck.
less of how many human
beings be sacrificed. To
the superior force of
the North—ahout four
to one--ho opposed his
own military skill, which
praoved so much more
than n mateh for North-
ern atrength thut half
the world was porsusded
the Confederacy would
never bha

However,

conguerad,

“mnrch to the sen,” prov-
ed at length that it was
a mero shell, thay in tact
it had been
sooopoad out while the
gallant Lee was support-
ing the outer rim on the
North; and he only sur-
rendorad when further
resistance would have
been unavailing, and
even cruel to his own
soldiers,

Robert Edmund T.eeo
Wwas born in the State of
Virginia, in 1808 ; he was
the son of Gen. Henry
Lee, of revolutionary
{ame, and bLelonged to
‘one of the oldest and
most opulent and aristo-
cratic familios of that

Sherman's

literally
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THE LATE QRNERAL ROBERT ERMUND LEE,. C. 8. A,

proud State which boasts
the title of ¢ Mother of
Presidents,’”’ and has un-
doubtedly been the birth-
place of many of the
greatest men who have
ever adorned the Repub-
lic. He received a hiberal
education, and in 1825
entered the Military
School of West Point as
a cadet. His first com-
mission as second Lieu-
tenant in the U, S. army,
bears date July, 1529,
and seven years later he
was wade first Lieuten-
ant, ia July, 1853 ha
vo<e to the rank of Cap.
win, and in 1845 was
appointed a nember of
the Board of Engineers,
lee’s first experiences of
wur were acquired in the
Mexicnn camnpaign, under
Glen. seott, who had fre.
quent oceasion to men.
tion his skill and bravery.
Tn 1846 Capiain Lee was
appointed Clurf Engineer
of the Armyin Mexico,
and, on the 1~th April of
th:ut year, raised to the-
rank of Major for gallant
canduct at Cerro Gordo.
His promotion during
the war was rapitl: on
the 20th Aug, 1847, he
was made Lieutenant.
Colonel for bravery at
Coutreras and Churubus.
co: and Colonel, on the
13th Sep:. of the sanea
vear, for gallant conducs
ai Chapultepec. Ar tha
end of the Mexienn war
he was reippointed &
member of the Board of
Engineers; and in 1352
wis made Superintend-
ent of West Point Mili-
tary Academy, whick ho
held uotid March, %33,
when he was appointed
Lt..Col. of the second
regiment of Cavalry. and
sent with Captain (now
Gencral) McClellan to the
Crimea to watch and re-
port upon military vpera.
tions there on behalf of
the American Uiovern.
ment. This commission
executed, Col. Lee re.
turned and resumed mili.

“tary duty. - In March,

1861, he was made Col. of
Cavalry, and with his re-
giment was stationed at
San Antouio, in tha
South - West. of  Texas,
The fierce quarrels-which




