- MILDRED ROSIER.

B m'e‘i-kncss, temperance. Compure, this. blessed
state with-the gloomy, desponding ni
~adles this house 3 und then asl: yourself,
lady, whether such can proceed from the gospel
of peace?” .

“llave they no re)i"ion ?" gaid Dlildred, in

- unaflected surprisc. ! :

. “They have u zeal, butm)t'lcc,cudmrrtoknow
lodge.” They trust too much to lllQll):chCa, to
- their own good works, or what they consider as
such—to the strict ubscx;\'nnt:c_of religious - ex-
oreises, sternly enforced ; and instead of becom-
_ing happier from the chunge, they render them-,
selves miscrable and all uround them. - Without
intending it, they do more harm {o the cause of
teue religion, than the veriest worldling that never
gives it u thought, But seel that religion, the
feuit of which is so beautifully deseribed in the
- seriptures, and you will not only ensure hoppi-
ness here, but eterunl blessedness herenfier.” ;
SWill they ever p(.‘lcl.l\L their exvor ?” asked
\hmrcd i
“y hope so. - ButI fmrll)m.:r willnot be until
-some, severe afiliction Tus - dpeiied Aheir eyts to
‘the (rmh- Lut siippase we leave the. fuult: of -0l
nclghbour:, and: talks o little ul jonr oun. ;

"« T 36 ot mind conl‘e ing m\' sins 'to’ you,”

said Mildred, ¥ beetuse you ure kind nnd zentle,

t-when Mrs. Stainer mlh; to me upon the sub-

‘_]c(.r Tchl ploml nnd xcscntﬁll In sh

“Ldo not.mubt i xol\u-ned lie, within ﬂoud-
natured “smile. 1“But it isnot exactly -upon
religion ‘whieh I would spenk to you ut this mo<
ment.? o .

~With' the aoqu‘olry natieal to e sex, Mildred .
“wontered what it eould bc. -]Io-llid not leave
.. her long in doubt. ) ‘
- “My 'dear young Indy, thereare strm-vcloporls
in the villnge concerning you, which I woull
fain hope are not true. Ia it possnblu that yon
cnn have nny u(.qlmml.nu.e, unknown to your good
mother, with such o SllS]’llCIOHS (,lmr.xcl.er as C'\p-
“tain Tasker?". . S
“Ttis trae,” said Mildrcd fiemly, )
" «T am sorry for you. . T cannot suspeet you of

'+ neting wrong wilfully. *But, my dear child, you

uro deceived ; and if you dv not open your- eyes

to the danger which surrounds you, I fenr you
mey be lost. Tell me with  the same -beautiful
un.ndt"w, whichconvinces e of- your imiccence;:
how you hecame acquuinted with this man 2 -

"Thus ‘urged, and convineed of the exeellence of.

rclutcd all tlnh she knew' of the man, in ‘whose”
. welfare she (e]p but. too, painfully interested. Mr.”

‘; dctcrmme(l to du 'nll in his pm\el to rcscuc er-

“Wwere gathering in her eyes. She wen vouund to”

Illg.

-the generous hemt. in whicli'she tr uslc(l.Mlldrcd; g
Jwll talk mére on this subject to-morrow.” -

! lrom the lumpmuon by which sheiwas’ assailed. -
“Will'yoit promiso me, Mildred,” Tio- said, “ to.’
 liave nb commaunication with Christian until after
I hive 'scen and eonversed with him? Your secret o
is sufe wit 1de ; and I liope {0 prove to Sou cre E
long, llnt \'uur confidence in mo has not becn
misplaced.” ‘ ) !
I am sure you are m) fnend " said \ledrcd
" MYes, in the truest seise of lhut.xhuscd word,:
Will you give me this promise?” .
“Cheerfilly, it I did not think that-circam-
_stances might happen which might compel me to
break it.” : .
€ Well, you will avoid lnm, if possible, and en-
ter into riv rash un;,'wcmenl, \\luch would surely
end in ruin.” .
Sl e SR
“Lnonvh, hero “come ot friends.. - Banish
these worldly thoughts, and’ give yom‘ soul to ;'
Gud in:prayer. - He alone can rescuo us from .
situntions of difliculty and pévil.”
HTildred thaight that she pcreon'cd an expres-
sion ul sz.(n'nful luumph pcr vading thc fc.r.turcs

handed : lnm lhc Bll;le, “and
1o :swmmon the scrmnls. ".chy were sc'ucely'
usscmbled w henllxc dooru"mn opened, and Char- .
i She! lOO]n er su-tt by
: All e) s’ were turnul
upon her, and not_ nhout n! Istart’ or ),l.mco ‘of
surprise.  Ier-eheele' was so deudly. pale;: her
uyes so fixed and rayless that she Inolked- like a
person seemingly awale, yet under the influence
ol some ghastly drewn.  Mr. Strong felt deeply
for hher. * His prayers were heautiful and consol-
ing, but they seemed to have no_effect upon the.
marble statue who knelt beside him, 7 After the’
service of the evening was conclded, nnd Clmr-‘
lotte rose slowly- flom her Inees, he laid his lmnd
upon her pale brow, and said:  “Leace b with .
you, my daughter ; that hol_) peace . \\'hl(.ll tho
worldl ean neither gn«. not take’ away." She
looked mournfully up in his Taee. \Lmn'e le’ll‘S

her futher, and took lis hand.
“Father, furgive me! Iknew not what I said.”,
“Yes, il you ean forgive yourself.: ’_[o-mor-
row, Charlotte, shull settle all’ acconnts between
- To-morrow, you must seek’ nnolhcr home.”
e it as you will. “Give mc)our blussm-rur
m"ht. cl R
1 b Gond mrrht " suid the old woan, s ily. '\Vo_ :

suﬂcrcd her to kiss hint, but he'gave o kiss in o

Strong listened to her..with attention,” Tle'was

deaply affected by her simple confession, and was ¢
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return, Mildred's heart bled for her. -She would
have fallowerd her to her ehamber, but’ (,lnrlu_w: 4




