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1. Tho messago of the Church to the
man of wealth,

The messaze of the Church contzins
thos<o l)n'nci ples of lite which. carried u.\lt.
wonld, and heveattor will, readize the Divine
order of sacicty. The revealed Messago
does not ereato the fact to oy humamty—
it gimaply makes them kuown, Tho Gospel
did not muko God our Father; it mxt]x_oma-
tively roveals that Ife ic eo. It did not
crento a now duiy of loving ono another
yovealed the old ‘duty which oxisted from
cternity, and must oxist as long as uuman-
ity is humanity, It was no *“mnow com-
maudment,” but an okl cammandment
which had been heard from the begin-
niug.

The Chureh of God iz that living body of
mon who are called by Ilim out of the
world, not fo be tho inventors of a noew
social aystem, but to exhibit inthe world by
word and lifo, chicfly by life, what is, was,
and will berin tho iden of God. Now, so
far as tho social econoty is concerned, the
xovolation of the Church will coincido with
the discoverics of a scientitio political econ-
omy. Political economy discovers slowly
the facts of immutablo laws, of social waell-
being. DBut the living principles of thoso
laws, which cause them to bo obeyed.
Christianity has rovealed to loving hearts
long before. The Spirit discovors them to
the spirit, For instance, Political economy,
gazing on such a fact, as this of civil war
would arrive at the same principlo which
tho Church arrives at. She, too, would
say, Not of solfishness, but love. Only
that she arrives at theso prineiples by ox-
porience, no intontion—Dby terrible leszons,
not revelation—by revolutions, ways, and
famines, not by spirvitual impulses of chay-
ity. Aundso becauso these principles was
oternally truo in humanity, We find in
tho conduct of Abigail towards David in
this early age. Not oxplicitly, but impli-
citly, the very priuciples which the Church
of Christ has givon {o the world : and more
—the very principles which a sound poli-
tical oconomy would sanction. In her reply
to David wo have the anticipation by a los
ing heact of thoso dutles which sclfieh pru.
donco must havo taught at last.

1. The spiritual digoily of man as man,
Recollect David was tho poor man, bui
Abigail, tho high born lady, gdmits his
worth : #The Lord will certainly make my
Lord u suro house, because iy lord fighteth
tho battles of the Yord, and ovil hath not
been found in theo all thy days.” Ieroe is
a trath rovealed to that age. Nabal's day
and the day of such as Nabalis past: an.
other power is rising above tho horizon.
David’s causo is God’s cause. Wortls does
not mean what o man is worth—you must
find somo botter definition than that, Now
this ig tho very truth revealed in the Incax.
nation. David, Israel's model King, tho
King by the grace of God, not by the con-
vontional rules of human choice—is 2
Shepherd’s son. Chris?, the King whois to
reign over our regenerated humanity is
bumblg born—the poor woman's Son.
That is the Church’s message {o the man of
wealth, and a message which it scoms
has to bo learned afresh in  every
age. It was new to Nabal. It was
now to the men of tho age of Chnst.
In His day they wero offended in ILim bo-
éause He was humbly born, * Isnot tins
the Carpentor's Son?” It is the offenco
now. They who retain those superstitious
ideas of the eternal superiority of rank and
woalth have the first principles of the Gos.
pel yot to loarn., Xlow can they beliovo in
tho Son of Mary 2 They wmay honour Ilitn
with the lip, they deny Hima in Iis breth.
ren. Whoovor helps to keep alive that
ancient lio of upper and lower, sesting the
distinction not on official authority, or per-
sonal worth, but on wealth and title, is
doing hig part to hinder the establishment
of the Redeemer's Kingdom.

Now'the Church of Christ proclaims that
truth in Baptism. Sho speaks of a king-
dom here, in which all ave, 25 spirits, equal.
She reveals a fact. Slhe does not atfect to
creato the fact. Sho says—not liypotheti-
cally—*¢ This child may be tho child of God
it grace  has taken place, or if

Tereafter he shall have cortain feclings and | the times, or mistake their Lrethren: thoy
| have less and less respect for titles aud
| riches, for vestments and ecclesiastical pro-

expericnces : ” noy “ Ilereby I creatn this
child magically, by supernatural power, in
one motont what it was not a momen; be-
foro:” but sho says authoritatively, * 1
})ronounce this child the child of God : the
srothor of Christ the Fivst Born—the Son
of Him who has taught us by his Sou to
ceall Him owr Tather, not 21y Iather,
Whatever that child may becotae hereafter,

in fact, ho is now by creation and redenp. )

tion—the chud of God. Rich or poor, titled
or untitled, he shares the sputual nature of
tho second Adam~—tho Lord of Hfeaven. '

2. Tho second truth expressod by Abignt
was the law of sacrifice. She did not heal
the grievance with smooth words. Starving
men are not to bo pacified by professions of
good will.

Sho brought hor twn hundred naves, and
her two skins of wine, hor fice shoep ready
dressed, &c. A priucely provision. Yon
anight have said thiswas waste—half would
have been enough; but tho truth is, liber

x «id calenlrtion, but the offurings of &
goncrons hewvt,  And it won them-~their
aratitudo—-their  enthuasiasm—thely un-
fragned homage.

This i3 tho uttractive power of that prent
law whose highost expression was the Cross,
wi,if1 bo listed up, will deaw all men uato
me.  Suy whot you will, §t is not intorest,
It the sizht of noble qualitics and truc
racrifien which commauda the dovotion of
the world.  Yes, even the bandit and the
outcast will bond bofors that as befove
Divine thing. Inone form or another, it
draws all maen, it coramands all men.

Brother men, the early Chureh gave ox-
preasion to that principlo of sacritica fn a
vory touching way, They had ail things
in common, * Neither suid any of them
that aught of the things which lio pussessed
wast hiz own,” They failed, not becauso
they declaved that, but beeause men began
to think that the duty of sharing was com-
pulsory. They proclaimed prineiples which
wero unnutural, mesmuch ag thoy set asidv
all personnt foelings which ave part of our
nature too. They virtually compelled pri-
vate property to cease, becauso he who xe-
tained private property when all wero giv-
g up, was degraded, and honeo beeamo o
ypacrite and a liay, like Ananigs,

But let us unt love the trath which they
expressed inan exeagerated way @ ¢ Neither
said any of theny, that aught of tho thiugs
which o possessod waslusown.” Proporty
iz sacved. It is private property ; if it were
not, it could not bo saertticed.  If it were to
be shared equaily by the idle and the indus-
{rious, thers could bo no giving, Property
is tho rich man’s own., Nabel is right in
saying, my bread, my water, my flesh. But
there i3 a higher ryght which rays, it i not
yours, And that will speak to every rich
man in one way or another, according as
ho is solfish o1 unselfizh, coming as a voico
of terror or a voico of blessing. It came to
Naba! with a double curse, turning his
heart into stone with the vision of the
danger and the armed ranks of Davil's
avengers, and laying on David's soul the
gin of intended murder. I¢ cawme to the
heart of Abigail with a double blessing:
blessing her who gave and him who

| nght, gratitude and admiration, and secure

ality is o wost real economy. She eould

not stand therocaleulating the smallest pns. |

sible oxpenso, at which tho n(x’rpnt might
be wiped out. True economy is to pay
l\boml[l] .

Iargest chanty s the best cconomy, Vaha
had had a faithful gervant. H-~ should
have counted no cxpenso tuc great to re
tan lus servicos, instead of chenpourng and
depreciating them.  DBut we wrong Abigail
if wo cail this cconomy or calculaglon. Tn
faet, had it beon donte on econoinical prin
ciples, 1t wouhl have failed. Teu timos this
sunt from Nabal would not have arresied
rovonge, Fou Mabal it was too late Con-
cossions extracted by fear only provake ox-
sction furthor, The peor know woll what
is givon because it must bé given, and what
is comoeded from a sensy of justice, They

hmutcdduty; and doubtless in such eir-

y aud fairly for faithful service. Tho '.
| the clergy of tho Clireh of England have

Jeel ouly what is real. Tavid's mmen and
David felt that theso wore not the ghs ofa

took.

To the spirit of the Cross alone we look
as the remedy for social evils. When the
peoplo of this great country, erpecially the
vich, shall have beon touched with thospirit
of tho Cross to alargeness ofsacrifico wflich
they have not dreamed as yet, there will be
an atonement between the Rights of Labor
and tho Rights of Property.

3. Tho last part of the Chureh’s messago
o the man of wealth touches tho matter of
rightful influcseo,

Vory remarkable is the demeanor of
David {owards Nabal as contrasted with his
demeanor towards Abigail. In the ono
caso, defianee, and a haughty self-assortion
of equality : in tho other, deferenco, respect,
and tho most cloquont benediction. It was
not, therefore, against tho wealthy class,
Lut against individuals of tho class that the
wrath of theso men burned.

Sce, there, the folly and fulschood of the
sontimontal regret that there is no longer
any rovorence folt townrds superiors, Thore
s xoverenco to superiors if only it can be
shown that thoy are superiors. Revorenco
is deeply vooted in: the heart of humanity—
you eanuot tear 1t out. Civilization—
secure—progress—ouly chnngo its  direc-
tion : they do not weaken its force. Ifit
no longer bows before :rucifixes and
candles, priests and rolics, it is not ex-
tinguished towards what istruly sacred and
what is priestly in man. ‘The fiercost ro-
sult against false authorily, is only & step
towards submission fo wlat s rightful
emancipation from false loads only scta the
heart free to houour {truo ones. The froe-
born David will not do homagoe to Nabal.
Well, now go and mourn ovor the degenor-
ate ago which no longer fecls respeet for
that which is above it.  Butbehold—~David
has found a something noblor than himself.
Genuine charity—saerificoand justico—and
in gratitude and profoundest respect ho
bares to that. 'The state of society which is
coming is not one of protection and depend-
ence, not ono of mysterious authority, and
blind obedience to it, nor one in which any
class shall be privileges by Divino right,
and another remain in perpetual tutclage,
but it is ono in which uaselfish services and
personal yualities will command by Divine

& truo and spiritual leadership.
Oh, ot not the rich misread the signs of

tensions, but thoy havo & real respect for
superior knowledeo and superior goodness;
they liston hiko children to thogo whom they
believe to huow n subjeet better than them-
sclves, Tet those who know it say whether
thers i2 not something inexpressibly touch.
mg and even humblingin the large, heatty,
manly J.ughsh reverence and love which
the working men show towards those who
love and serve them teuly, and save them
from thomselves and from doing wrong.
S lhiow David's feelings gush  forth,
Blessed be tho Lord God of Israel which
sent thee this day to mecet mo ; and blessed
be thy advice, and blessed bo thou which
hast kept mo this day from coming to shed
bluod, and from ayenging myself with mine
owa hand.”

The rch and tho great may have that
Tove if thoy will.

‘I'o conelude. Donbtless Darid was wrong;
hé hiad no right oven to rodross wrongs
thus; patience was his divinonly ap-

cumatances we should bo very ready to
preach submisgion and blamoe David. Alas!

beea otly tooready to do this; for three
lunz conturies wo have tausht submission
tu tho powers that be, as if that were tho
only text in Seripturs bearing on the re-
lations between the rulor and the ruled.
Rarely have we dnred to demand of the
powers that be, justico ; oftho wealthyman
and the titled-—dutics. We have produced
folios of slazish flattery upon the Divine
Right of Power, Shaweonus! Wo have
not denounocad the wrongs done to weak

noss; aud yet for ons text in .the' Bible
which requires snbmission aald patience

the writings of tho noble old Jowish pro-
vhets, that and almont that only—that in
the Old "Portarcont, with a deep xoll of
worda thut sonnded ko small thunders ;
and that in the Now Testament in words
logs impassioned, and more ealmly terrible
froma tho apostles and their Mastor; snd
woo to ug in tho Great Day of G'ml, _1f wo
Lawwe beonjthe sycoppantsjof the rich, instead
of tho redressor of the poor man’s wrongs—
woo to us if we have beon tutoring David
into respect to hia superior, Nabal, snd
have forgotton that David’sgeause, not
Nabal’s, is the eanso of God.

Beecher's Becond Liecture,

—

TUL BIBLL OF THE CLOSET, THE CLASS'ROOM
AND THE PULPIT.

I coms to-day to consider the best
totlsds of getting at the Biblo as o reposi-
tory of truth, Tho book is 50 multiform, 1t
contnins so mueh, it is to every man what
ho makes of it. I seo innumerablo streams
of theological doctrine and porsonal belief
selting from the word of God, and each of
theso beeomes to the individual his received
Biblo. Honco this samo word of God be-
comes smong meon many Bibles,  This
afternoon I speak of three ; the Bible of the
closet, the Kible of the class-rooia, and the
Biblo of the pulpit; or a Bibl'o of s'pcoml aid
and companionship lo the individual, thp
Bibilo as studied aund explained systemati-
cally, and o Bible as applied to tho growth
of men taken collectively. Theso are not
really separate or necessarily antagonistic.
They run into each other, and o perfect uso
of tiie book combines them all,

The Bible of the closet must Lo a per-
sonal one. It undertakes to give to the
individunl making application to it tho
hight, direction, inspiration, and consolation
he needs. It is tho word of God as studied
for personal benefit, without expecting to
learn frow it the system of the universo
or to find theroin tho philcsophies. It is
tho pravato man's Bible. Therois a _con-
sccrativo or systematic reading of the Bible
that ministers not unfrequently to super-
stition or fanaticiem. The true way is to
so companion with the Bibloe as to get out
of 1t what we need. Lot it be to you as
your ¥ather's house, Enter it freely, for
vou are welcome, and when there speak or
keep silent as you prefer.

No man ean approprinte tho wholo Bible.
Many read it all, or rather skato over it
once nyear, who find in the ond that a
small portion of it is theirs. Take a robust,
practically, talkativo Yankeo, well ac-
quainted with making money, and put him
into Solomon's Song. What will he muke
of 1t 2 Yet many, whoso mnds are of the
Oriental, dreamy cast, will toll you it is tho
buckloe of tho whole book. The Biblo has
its deep things for mystice, Judden things
for speculntists, thingg of miduight and
twilight, things of day-dawn and noon-tide.
You can make tho Ten Commandments
covor about all the world, just as you ean
beat out a pieco of gold as big as my hand
and make it cover an ncre; but compared
with tho law of lovo in the New Testament,
they aro morely negativo Jprohilntions do-
signed for the infancy of mavkind., They
have no trace of tho fruit of the Spirit or
ray of redemption. Tho Sermon on the
Mount was higher by an immense reach,
aud to mo the fifteenth, sixteentlt, and
soventeenth chapters of St. Jolin's gospel
ars as much higher than tho Sermon ns
that is above the cominandments.

Some have & closet Bible ouly in forn
Tho business man bethinks hiself, on his
way down town, that ho has forgotten his
prayers. o hastens back, and Lmriedly
reads ounc of those short Isalms. Blessod
are the short DPsalns for lazy people! o
endeavours to take with him o little of the
Bible, ns tho superstitious devotee puts on
an amulet, and for abou tho same purpose.
You might as well look into & cokshoo
window and think you had eaten as to renc

our Biblo in that way. Thousands of
wmble people—the mother of the house-
hold, the perplexed mechame, the man
heavily burdencd—have learnod the true
uso of tho Bible of tho closet. YWhen I am
strong, I go through the woods with a buoy-
ant, tireless step: but when I am weak, I
stop to cut a staff. It1s when ono is spi-
tually weak ho goes to his Bible for a stafl
of consolation. Could yeu hear the heart-
utterancer of manyn your congregation
when you are preaching you would hear
them say, * I hope he wall shapo that ser-
mon for me, that I may got strength to
bear my heavey burden.” The form of the
sermon is unheeded 1f it only feeds. In no
way cau the mimstor feed the hungry shoep
that Jook np to hun as themr shopherd, ba
by a hfo-giving, expermmontal acquamtaunco
with the Bible of tho closet,

The Bible of the class-room is a Bible of
philosophies, andis interproted acrording
to some eceepted sustem of divinity. Tlus
form of the study of the Word is nccessary
bocauso philosophy is the highest stylo of
thought in religion s well as in othor ficlds,
and beeauso the Bible, froxz the very nature
of its make-up, demanded such ireatment.
In making this book, first cnme the
philologist “and archwologist, then the
theologian and philosophizer of Senipture.
All these are neceasary to tho study of theso
same Scriptures because they are so vared
and composito—touching man on so mauy
siles. You know that I havoe often seemed
to you to underrato theologians, but you
kuow I didn't moan it. I professto be one
niyself ; my futhor was one, and 8o avo my
brothers, yet I think it fair to make game
of them. They are fair food for inuvcont
and unvicious fun, to rehieve the monotony
of a lecture or furnish & Littls amuswg erit1-
cism. I behieve in the theologians, not in
all they sny, but i thoir mothud ot dealing
with truth. Every man who works systo-
matically in religion 18 o theologian, Theol-
ogy 18 tho plulosophy of morn{ ideas. Sys.
toms of theology are thing. of growth.
Somotimes the bark of a teee does not grow
enough for the summer, and the trunks
baruis through it. So old institutions and
systems become no longer fitted to the age,
snd neod to_be reoast, Our theology must

economy,. Theologiins exr. whdn fhey-
ach the Bibls with the betfef that it
oltar contains all that it is. mecessary o

from $he poor, you will And & hwadred
which decounco the vices df the r.ch—in

learn of tho diring uatars a2l adurinistsa.

change with onr views of. the : divimes
" ey

tlon, Ttis nab menut a3 a substitute for tho
wrsonal rovelation of tho Holy Ghoslt.
Mreve 14 pothing there ta teachmo ns God's
spirit did when [ was standing by the sile
of my doead fivst-boen,  Afterwards I weat
back and found the werm thoere, Man naust
work out his kuowledge of tha Bible a3 he
works out his own salvation, 'The Biblo is
not, to any one, completo without a masa
of human oxporience, which isa part o
Providence’s schome of unity.

For John Calrin I have n 1prox‘oy.uul ad-
miration, especially a3 ho took tho Chuveh
when it was stripped of overything attrac-
tive, and gav- it an intellectunl cost which
surpassed rites, musie, and c.\thcdrql{. Bpt,
Calvin was a man without bowols. living in
an jron nge, when church lifo flowed
through forms as fixed as the supposcd
deeroes of fate, His aystem was tinaed
with tho absolutisia of his age. His system
has done both good and ovil. It has
crushed many hewts and fmned mauy
days to darkness. By it much of God's
pleasant light hos been inteveepted oand
thrown on men in a huid red or lideous
blue. Iis was a system of  master mind,
but it was not n Christinn system. It was
the religion of nature before naturo knew
of & Saviour, Yet the workl is much in-
debted for such n system evected in tho
twilight of Chuistianity,

Tho Biblo of the palpit applied to the
teaching of masses of mon must bo thoe out-
growth of the two former methads of inter-
pretations.  Expevienced in the closet
meothod, learned 1 the class-room, it must
bo applied to men 2ecording to thewr needs.
1t is well L0 learn theologies in the sehools,
but your futuro field of labour will make
promineat features of truth hardly touched
upon 1 tho class-room, and much of sys-
tems you will have learned, you will be
ready to lay aside. 'The threo volumes
writfen by Dr. Hodge are 2 monumont of
industry and exudition. Read them through,
they will toughon you! You will sco n
great deal you will believe, and agrent deal
you won't, I hope. Many littls doctrines
are held, not for their own importance, but
as necessary links in g systom, When you
come to preach you will not preach sys-
tems, but individual truths, Many preach
these for * tho truth! the truth,” say they,
but T always supposed men preached for
the souls of men. If you question these
ministers, they will trot out their toxts, call
tho roll, and show link after link, and show
what i DPolagianism, senti-Prlagiarism,
dotni-somi Pelagianism, cte. DBot I hear
Paul say: “T determined not to know
anything among you but, not v Ol
Testamont, no! Christ only, but  Christ
and him crueified,”  In the Seminary you
ought fo kanow all doctrines, but you
will sift thom when youn como to preach.
Yoll’ll will preach to the people your personal
Bible.

No man is fit to be & preacher whose
garmeonts do not smell of tho vineyard of
the Lord. Spurzheim has said no woinan
is fittomarry who hiasnot experieuced afilic-
tion. YIo must lhiave eried, *“ Would God
that I had died for thee” Then shall he
bo happy only to be carried in the divine
arms. Thon with the Bible of the closet
and the class-room yon awill have the
preachor’s Biblo. You will take the truths
gained by bitter experienco and bring them
home to mon for their salvation. Stand.

God behind you.

Mr. Moody's Power.

Our readers are aware of Mr. Moody's
signal suceess a3 an ovangelist in Scotland.
The Edinburgh Daily Review, a secular
paper, thus indicatos its view of tho ele-
ments of his power. Ave they not the clo-
ments of all pulpil power?  Aro not some
of them lacking in many otherwise good
ministors of Christ ?

Ho is not a man of much edueation or
culture ; his manner isabrupt and blunt ;
his spoech bristles with Americanisms; his
voico is sharp, and colloquinl; and he nover
attompts anything like finished or olabor.
ato composition. But he isin downright
earnest, o bolioves what he says; and
says it as if ho believed it.  He pots won-
derfuliy near to his hoarers, without any
apparent effort.  Whatover size the audi-
ence may be, he is at home with theia nat
oneeo, anid ho makes them focl that they are
at home with him.  He 1s gifted with
rare sagacty, an msightmto the huma

and of whatis fitted to tupressit,  Ilohas
in liis possession a lavze number of inci-
dents and experionces well fisted to throw
lizhit on the points lio employs them to elu-
cidato, and to clench the appeals wiuch Lo
uscs them to enforce.  In addition to all
this, he has a docply pathetic vemn, which
onables hin to plead very enrnestly at the
cicadel of tho heart, At first lus tone may
scom to be hard. 1ITo will take for his text
*Thero is no difference,” and press tho dec-
trine of nniversal condemuation as if the
worst and the best wero precisely alike.
Possibly ti.e antugonism of his audienco 18
somowhat avoused. But by aud-by he wiil
tako them with him tosoxe affecting death-
bed, and his tono will shiow hos profouadly
Ins own heart is stirred by what is happon-
g thero. The vomn of pathos comes out
tenderly and beautifully, e seems as if
ho was Iying on the ground pleading in
tears with his hearers to come to Chinst.
But, most important of all, he ecems to
roly for effect absolutely on Divine power.
Of course every trno pressher does, l‘:m m
very different dogroes of conseious trust and
expectation. Mr, Moody goes to his meot.
ings fally expecting the divine presence he.
causo lie hasasked ait. e spenks with tho
| foarlessuess, the boldness aml the dirsyt.
{ ness of one deltvoriug & mossago frow the
Kuwng of kings aud thoe Lord of lords. And
he takes pains to have his own hoart 1 the
spirit of tho message. 1le tnesto go to s
aadience loving them, and actively and
fervently longing for thoic ralvation. He
aays thab it ho does rot try to stir up tius
spint of lovy buforchand hie cannot gat hotd
of an audience; il ho does, he never frus,
He endeayors ¢:3d8rees tkonk with 7,300l

pod i dbé eorrwpbnding emotior, He
seems {0 iry, Like Baxter, never:$o sjeak of
‘weizhity wonl coneerns withoat hia~ whole
spirit Lolng drenchéd therein,

f| Sunday Magozine. Asone of the latc

ing only as tho trumyet, with the lips of

heart, & knowledge of what 1s stirring in it |

An Unspokon Soruien by Dr, Oaudllgh.

Wo giva the following axtiact from 4
sormon written by Dr.Candlish last antan,
at Whitby, but nover praashad. Qa I,
death-bed ho gave diveetfona that it shoul |
bo placad at tho disposal of the oditer of ¢,

productz of the head and hemt of the |,
mented author, it wall be read with peculi ¢
iaterest ¢

Tho threo negative propositions in th.
first voveo (of the 1st Pralm), deseribing tha
the godly mmn in the view of whis h |,
not, or does not lo, are eommonly mnder.
stood as forming n soct of wlimax, or o
climax, in tho sezlo of wickednera, mising o
sinking from bad to worse; the irst ind.
cating some slight doviation ‘rom the righ
path under the incidental intlnenco of v
council 5 the second, o disposivion to loite,
or linzer in the dangorous and deceitsy)
path thus oponed ; and the third, & deliby.
ato and settled pm‘})oso to make thoe throne
of iniquity ono's chosen seat. It may b
presumptuous fo question this apparently
unanimous interpretation; and “vet 1 mg
inchned to thmk 1t questioaable. The vy
strong word used in tho third proposition,
sgeornful,” or “gecoruor " {or, in Jeretail
sv. 17, “mocker”), may have been i
leading. Itis stronger, I approhend, in
our translation than tho original Hebiey
roquires.  Perhaps *“seoptic” is nearer the
mark., To sit long and hubituaily alon,
side of profanoe seotfors and ribald mocker,
choosiig as your own the samo seat wuy
them, denotes an alost desporate ex.
treme of godless dopravity. But to .4
down among sceptics, to find ourselfn o
company of decont men, pechaps, and pre
fessing Christinng, discussing with soae
what of uuduo freedom, bordering ou ir.
rovovence, diflicult points of belief, and
starting unseasonably and unsuitably ques
tions more easily raisod than answered, is
a vory difforent affair. The converaatio
may seem very havinless, if not evon pit
table, aud yet it may be the beginning of
ovil. You rise to go, but you hesitate anl

or wit. You are beckoned and look back,
you hang on in tho way, growing mu-
famibar with it, if not enamoured of it. A

dailying with what touches the faith i
punciple—and your practiclo conduet i
affected. Your walk becomes tho walk of
the ungodly ; you live agtho wicked liv..
You will seo that I take the verbs * walk,

than the words *ungodly, sinnevs, scor-

of Scripture, or of tho Panlms clsewlcre,
warrants my doing 0. Inthis view the
taking of a soat to rost comes short, in

wg and lingerng to lisien; as that again

~—a charactoriste and customary courso of
behaviour, which is the trus and invariable
meaning of torm *walk.!  Attachinz,
therefore, in tho nieantime, comparatively
littte importance to minute shades of diff.r-
enco 1 tho words doseriptivo of thoss w-th

mark tho difforout kinds or degress of the
agsociation that is deprocated. ‘CTho fiss,
montioned I takotn bo tho worst. Lhe e
of your lifo is substantially or mainly “ the
counsel of tho ungedly.” According t» tha
you now practically frama and fashiot ¢ «
modo of behaviour. Wo its spiric you ¢

grown upon you, and grown 8o strong unl
pravalent 2 Insidiously, you may bo st
aud almost insensibly, for yon werg nat o'

ways thas minded. You wore trainelins
better school, uuder the intluenco of hith»

not fqrsnkm:; quito the narrow way, ¥t
como in contact with gomo of those wit» we
always found idly or mischiovously los

broadway. You liear their converation.
their earcless tolle, their infidol or sem:

are not shocked.

Howis it ro? How has this come {ale
possiblo? Onco you coull say, 1 lre
not sat with vain porsons,” I will not <
with tho wicked " (DPs, tvxvi. 4-5), Baty»
have benn invited, in tho incidental evs:
of social sntorconrse, Ly mntual acqrvin
tnsces of theirs and yonrs, to oot thom
table in some safo, domstie, friondly c¢rele.
You find tha disconrso interesting, ontor
taining ; fustructivo eveu, somotimes il
ing. There may iudeed bhe insinmiton
now and then thrawn out regarding relition
and religious books or peaple such as vt

mav curl on the lip, or glance in thy eve
somothing lilke n covort saveasm or ®iocs

ero long you are nat.  Thereisa favam
tion in their mauner that charms you, asd

Gad.
to rice and bo of tonediation in the law o

sliding-seale of nequiesconco in humst
spoculations and templations pass at onté
back again into the resion of divine fellov:
ahip and divine contemplation,  Theves W

negativoly in resisting the veginning efevh
but positively, in tho shuly and peactoe @

what is poed. yvou find vour shield aw

shieltor from the darts af the adversatls
And there you flad your blessedness

An iatrnment for obrarving the alatnle
of thosun has recoatly bean found nadac ?
stone noar tho harhinr of Valentin, Ircland
spposod to have bolonged to one of e
two slups of the Sponish Avmads wreckel
noar there. Wien discoverod it was 8
clased in acase, whials on beinyg ‘teache:
fell to piecor, The gradulations were verf
{careinlly and aceuratsly made, Tho in
'| stronient was of of a:most ;primiléive’ kivh

‘beiug intended to: be: waspendek, ' Moin W
obrarver's thuinb while-he-maude thé
ralien, akd nosach insirament ® have et

o fopd
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forv days or mounths, or a year, of su-i ;
stand, sit” as my stepping-stones, rather B
ful ;" and I eannot but think that tho unuzm

poiut ot commitial or communion, of staul &8

whom you may be tempted to associs’e, I 5

fox:m ':\ll but universally, in your ways of
thinking, epeaking, acting, Ilow is it tha &
this habit of conforiity to thoe worll hu ¥

and holjer principles. Bat somehow, wirie
ing about the gate of entrance int> the J8

infidol spoech. It does not vex youaspr N
haps oneo it did. You stand to listen, anl |§

.;g
¢
R

do 1ot quite like; and a~casionally there |

Bat they aro on their guard, and provils §

their viows stvike vou for their frosh oriz B
nality and plausibility, cven though they 8
touel ocensinnally on snmo antiv‘uh"’ o
apinions about tha Word and tho wavs of §
Tait not time ta “call a halt?"— §

the lord? Is not the renewal of yeu' §
experionco of dalight in his law your reat g
end only soenrity 2 From tho brink of the §

ued for the lust 18 yours or more, R
e |

stand to lieur a littlo more of tho argument 3N

by no weans brings out n fixed habit of Lif» 1




