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Llorticulture.

THE “JAMES VICK ' STRAWDERRY.

Roport of Pomologists whio saw 1t at
{hio Disseminator's Grounds,

A few XRochester horticulturists
were invited tosec the new strawberry
James Vick, in bearing. The day be.
ing rainy, we gave up hopes of their
coming, but the noon train brought
W C Barry, Iate president of the Nur-

seryman’s Association; P. ¢, Reynolds,
Jong socretary of the W:stern New
York Horticultural Socicty, and hor-
ticultural editor of the American Rural
Home; the Viek Wrthers, represent-
jing the firm of James Viek; John
Charlton, tho disscminator of the
Pocklington grapd, snd tha voleran
tén;it grower and propagator, Josial

alter.

‘They were first shown rows of the
new strawberry from plauis det late
the previous fall, growing in the same

ved with Manchester and Bidwell.
The new berry showed twice the fruit
of cither Bidwell or Manchester, and
more vigor of plant. The party were
next shown a plat of about one fourth
an acre, not manured for many years,
common farm soil. in the midst of a
field of twenty acres of fruit, on which
the new struwberry had been permit-
ed to form wide and thick matted
rows for the purgoso of multiplying
plants, from the wbhole of which plants
had been dug a fewy months previous,
tearing and loosening theroots ot those

romaining. Tuc soil was packed bard
and very weedy, showiug cvidence of
veglect, yet under such adverse cir-
cutstances, which would lead one to
expeet no fruit worlh satbcring. the
Plants were thickly studded, and the
TOWS fair:{v ablaze with large, beauti
fully and ovenly colored, firm and
shapd{ berries of superior quality, and
from tho bed was subsequently picked
the largest yield of fruit ever gather-
od from any varicty on our fruit farm.

Alr. W. C. Rarry sald that of all the

new strawberries he had ever tested
this was the most promising. He de-
scribed the color as bright scarlet turn-
ing to c1imson, surface glazed,seeds on
surface, season medium, quality good.
All the party expressed themselves as
highly pleased with the display of
fruit, and ate it with a relish. We
heard no adverse criticlsm; indeed,
there could be none. Tho plant was
vigarous, with largo, glossy dark green
foliage, the blossoms hermaplrodite
{or perfect), tho fruit handsome, large,
luscious, firm, and {a great abundance,

COUT OF STRAWBERRY * JAMES Vick. This represents onc plent which bore 280 berrics,

We tested them under this rough
treatment purposely. A nursed plant
in 8 manure heap is no test of a varie~
ty—place it under hardships and see
what 1t will accomplish has been our
<heory.

A SURPARISE.

The party returned to Rochester,
and were invited to visit A smal] plan-
tati0a there of tho James Vick fruitivg
under hill culture, the rows lying be-
twoen bcariu% grapc vincs, not & very
desirable position, as the grape roots

must have occupted the entire soil.
Ilere o sight met their eyes that they
could oot bave anticipated, and sucha
display as probably never before made
by any strawberry or esrth. The
stools were large aud vigorous, and
around cach was a pyramid of ripo
berries piled one on another like a
walled fort, and s» thickly together a
bug could hardly have crawled into
the coclosure made Ly the fruit with-
out climbipg the barricade, Berries
on cvery plant were *“ uniformly of
good size." as was remarked by Secre-

tary P, C, Reynolds. The fruit stewns
were long and stout, but could not
sustain the great burden impossd upon
them (often 12 to 38 ripe berries on
ono fruit stem), thus the fruit reeted
one berry on anothier in & circle about
the plaot, as is shown by the cagray-
mg‘mndo by g careful artist.

he news soon spread among the
lovers of fruit of tho city of nurscrics
and carly next morning our leading
pomologists, men whom we all delight
to bonor, came to jnspect the newest




