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W HWE NO TRAVELLEB REIUNS,
THE LATE MR. JAMES MACDONALD.

The terribly sudden and violent deati of
Mr. Jantes Macdonalcl, in the middle of
August last, is as deeply, if nut as widely,
lamtented in this country as in England. lle
tans a mian who endcarcd limiiaself cc? al witl
wlioi lie bccamîe acqu:inted, and there vas
no viiting representative of any outside
hou.e more generally beloved by ithe trade
of thre country wlo cane mt 4 ont.« t i la? hi
than he was. There weie many here who
mourned for hin as a riend,
wlten they received the new.
of his untimaîely decease on the
railwayrossing at lleckcniat
Station, a short distance froin
his own door. It wili be re
membered that l had taken
an afterno>on train froi Lon
don'on that Saturday to iuin
out te his hoite in Kent, about
ten miles distant, and thai, ap-
parently anxious to reach lits
louse by a short cut, lie lad
jumped out of bis coinpart-
ment while the train waited
at the signal box, had attempit-
ed te cross the up Ime to go
down the einbankient, w.ts
caught by a train of empty
carriages aînd instantly killed
He was in robust healath only
forty-ntne years oid, but twto
years married, (his wife being
thesister of his partner, Mr
Walker), had a beautiful homle
at lDeckenhai, was happy Ill
bis friendships, and was in tie
very ilush of business pros
perity when death came in

hibs terrible forn. Thtese cir
cuntstance intensify the sad-
ness which the tragic manner
of his deathil makes a very gen-
cral feeling aiong the trade
on both sides of the Atlantic.

Mr. Macdonald was a part
ner in the well-known lu'uec
c John Walker & Co., pub
lshers, mantflacturing sta-
tioners and exponers, Far
ringd.on flouse, Warwick lane. London,
E. C. lie was born in IS.:t, near
the short of lie Molay Firth in Elginishîire.
His KentiAh hote, Moray flouse, was pro.
bablycailed after the old provmce of Moray,
of whicb Elgin was a part. lie wuas versed
as few of his contemporaries were in the lore
of the lighlands and the traditions of th-
clans. When once prevailed upon to open up
on this subject he was a most entertatning
man. lis connection with the trade began
,whcn he became an apprentice te his uncle,
a bookseller mn Tain, in a still maore norhem
part of the HighlAnds, on the boundary be

tween Ross anid Croniarty. In about 186e
le went ta Edinburgh, entering there the
service of the late W. P. Niimmo, and an lue
time that publisher put him on the road as
a commercial traveller. In t86- lie was ap-
pointed country represcntative in Scotland
and England of Messrs. Geo. Waterston &
Sons, the well-known sealing vax and sta-
tionery manufacturers of Edmnburgh. About
tive years later he accepted the pcsition nt
Canadian and United States representative
of Mesrs. Williaim Collns, Sons & Co.,
publishcrs and imanufacturing stationers,
Glasgov.

Ttus it is about tt.nty years ago since

THE LATE MR. JAMES MACDONALD.

Mr. Macdcnald's carcer firsi touched the
trade on this side of the water. ie visited
Canada twice every year front 1873 till SSo,
dividing a considerable part of each year
bctween this country and the United States.
In 180, when the finn of William Collins,
Sons & Co., was converted into a limited
stock concern, lie closed his connection
with them, as also did Mr John Walker, who
had been ihe London partner in that bouse.
These two men, along with Mr. William
Barringer, then formed the London house
se widely and favorably known to.day as
John Walker & Co. Mr. Macdonald con-

tîiîued to corne out to America, but his visits
were t.riefer than mn tie old days. lis in-
mense popularty was the ready foundation
on which his house built the extensive busi.
necs it does on this side of the water. He
continued to come here till 1885, when the
important horne nterests of his business
made si impossible for il to spare one of its
principals oui here. lits pl.ace has since
beetn filled by Mr. Whitiock, who is popular
with the importing trade of the country. On
the eve of Mr. Macdonald's return front
his last trip to Canada ie was the guest of a
few of his Toronto friends at a dinner got up
in his honor ai the National Club. His

Montreal and New York
friends marked the occasion
of his departure in the sanie
waini-hearted manner. No
muan could he more missed
than lt has been ince he dis.
(onulnued his annual visits to
Canada.

The fascination which Mr
Macdonald's personality ex-
erted on ail who lad more or
less infimateacquaintancewith
lim, was due entirely to the
natural goodness of the man.
ie had more than an amiable
manner ; be abounded in fel-
low-Ieeling. There was nîo
little commission teo trivial or
ton troublesone for him to do
in the old tand for any of his
Canadian friends. It is grate-
fully remembered to him by
them how conscientinusly and
punctually be always gave at-
tention te such demands upon
lis good nature, demands
Sitch even the iost intimate
triends usuially look upon and
nteglect as a bore. He had a
most open heart. His busi-
ne>s enthusiasm was a most
marked characteri.tic,and was
contagious. its visits did
gond wherever they were paid.
H e was in the van of progress,
and no man was quicker ta
perceive the value of and turn
tu account a new idea.

We are glad to note that
a inovement has been begun
atong-his frends in the trade
on both sides oi the water
ti place a menorial over
hisgraîe. IntheUntedKing.

dom the following committee are ai work:-
M r. W. C. Gillheç, of 1Laybs, Gillies & Co.,
London ; Mr. James McCulloch, of Marcus
Ward & Co., Belfast and London; Mr. G. F.
Smith, of A. Pirie & Sons, London. On this
side the work is in the hands of Mr. S. R.
Halt, of Hart &Company, Toronto; Mr. W.
B. Gilmour, of Thomas Leeming & Co.,
Montreal; Mr. John Glen, of Marcus Ward
& Co., New York. The subscnriptions to the
memonmal fund will, it is hoped, be numerous
among the impoting houses in ibis country.
The amounit is limited t a guinea froin each
subserber. The portrait which ac:ompanies
this sketch is from a photograph in the pos-
session of Mr. S. R, Hart, one of the most
intimate friends of Mr. Macdonald.


