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cause it involves SQ inuch of tliat which wve
gican in our evcry days experience. Who
could imaigine that the littie rain drops
forins an cniduring monumecnt for agyes, and
thiat our footprints, agceq hence, may, bc of
inestimable value ta ?Ihcologzists, tliat tlic
river and brook~s w~hich Ilov so lazily
throughli ii! and dale, throughi meadows and
woocls, are constantly acting thieir part in
the wearing away of continents and in the
l)uildinge up of the sea. Old rocks which
ta the indifferent cyes seern but the corn-
nîonest and inost uninitercsting of stoties,
1-eceives now a ncw attention and a living
i nterest.

Our study of the languages lias tauglît us
that Engl,-and is not thc only counitry whichi
possesses a literature. A careful rcadingj of
Schiller lias revealed to us the beauties of
Germian poctry. In the political coniecly of
Scribe's "Bertrand et Raton," wl' get anl
idea of the Frenchi draina in the original
and frorn the "Odes of Horace" we foi-in
some conception of the noble tangue of
Cicero and the Cazesars. But even thougli
we %vould awvard all due honor to foreigxî
we cannot but recognize the %%oniderful
charmi of England's genus,-.

In the Junior year special attention is di-
rccted ta, the authors, radlier tlîan to thecir
productions. Tlîeir lives zinc tlic influiences
w'hich surromnded thecn and nioulded thecir
characiers interests us more than cvei- in
tlîe %vorks they creatcd, but iii the senior
year %ve devote oui- attention particularly ta,
the wvorks tlîernselvcs. No longer do %ve
denend on the criticisrns of othiers, but
forin Our ow'n opinions of th ic îrîts and
dernerits of the geins of 1-nglishl Literature.
WVe begin îvithi Chaucer and blis inimitable
"'Canterbury Tales," whlat an interest we
take iii the beautiful story of "Palamon and
Arcite," frai- flic first oui- sympathies
ar-- enlisted for the two prisoners and thecir
love, flue chiarming Emilie.

In the "«Fainec Oucn" wve find the ilowv of
words more sinoofi and rythmnical, but the
intercst is scarecly as weil inaintainced, one
tires of thîc continuous strugggles ofthe "'Rcd
Crosýs Knig7lit" and longs to have virtue re-
wvarded. Some say that Chaucer and
Spenser -shIould not bc read, and it is truc

tlîat mnany passagesý%'ould bc better did
tlîey iiot exist, but shîould wve permîit the
g)rossneCss of tlîe age ta dctract frorn the
i-cal beauties of thie pocrn ?

Shîakespcare cornes a few ycars later
Spenîser, but in tlîe fem, years the language
liad umidergone a consîderable change and
had becone the language of oui- Entglish
Bible. Thel draina iii which %vc were Most

partculrlyinterestcd was " 1-laînlet," gen-
crally considcred ]lis nuasterpiece. As we
read liow can wc hielp feccingi-ycs knowing
-tîat tlîe autlior inust have beeîî a mnan of
gigantic intellect and w~onderful learning,
even tliougli aIl traditionis are to th~e con-
trar%,. X''lat %visdoin w~e find, great phîloso-
plîical trutlîs comning froin tlîe liera, could
anc 'wiia was not an earnest tliinker utter*
suchi? X'ith wliat life lias England's idol
portraycd the different character! It seeins
ta us tlîat the King is the emnbodinient of
aIl tlîat is -dastardl1y and \\'icked, truc to
nature, yct Nvîth wlat for-ce is the noble
cliaracter of Hamltet brouglit out iii com-
parsion. Shiakespeare is claiined as a poet
of the world, and riglîtly, inasmuch as l-e
lias iv'itten for aIl climîes and ages. But is
lie not as truly ail Englishi poet as Goethe
is a Germaîî, or Dante anl Italiail, and w'hat
Gcîînan would consenît ta be robbed af the
credît of sucli a genuis ?

*As a specimen of prose literatu-e wc rcad
fri-an the versatile Macaulay, the onide of
the Emiglishi nation-the boast of Uic inie-
teenltl century--a nman whlo -vas perhaps iii
lus difféenît style as great as Shiak-espeare.
For low greatly lîad the tastes of the peo-
plc altered 1 Iii the tiine of Queen Bcss.
tlic draina was in the lîcighît of its glory.
Its splendor, liowevcr, dicd'awvay alr-nost as
rapidly as it rose. \Vitli Shakespeare the
draina attaincd its greatc.st succcss upoîî
]luis deatlî, the declimue 'vas i-apid.

Tlie prescrit century lias devclap)ed a
taste for periochicals and reviews. The age
is too rnatter of fact to produce such a wonk
as Panadise last. Yct poetny lias not bceîî

ientirely icglected; our owîî Poet Laureate,
Lord Tennyson, lias %von iînrnortal fame;'
his «Idylîs" are unrivalled, wvhiile "'In Meinar-
iam" is dear ta evcry lîeart. America

Ideteîîuined ta, be outstriped by nia ather


