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C. Gencral Adro!f n css comparable wvith Dextrality.
-This niay refer to cither nianual skill or miental expert-
ness, and the expression iii question is clcarly -a meta-
phorical one. " Dextrous " (var. dexterous, dexterious),
sems marked out by its characteristic plenary termina-
tion for use ini this metaphorical sense of " full of righit-
liandedness." The terni hias been used iii seven different
connotations. Ail these are obsolete except the one here
indicated, thoughi it is still sornetimes used ti iinece ssari ly
to signify right-hianded. " Dextrously " is used as the cor-
responding adverb, though it also is occasionally used to
si gnify " with the right liand." " Dextrousness " is ob-
vioulsly the corresponding substantive and should be con-
fined to the mectaphorical sCflse of indicating " an excess
of aptitude over the normal in any given function to
wvhich it is applied, comparable with that excess over the
left hand characteristic of the normal right." This, of
course, is the current connotation of the word. "Dex-
terical " is sometimes used as a synonym. for dextrous;
it seenis an unnecessary word unless it be found con-
venient to, employ it to indicate manual adroitness as dis-
tinct from, mental.

In the above account it will be noticed that definition
of the commonest word of the gî-oup, " dexterity," is
ornitted. This word lias been used iii five different senises,
the comnionest being synonymous withi dextrousness. It
hias entered so, fully into common speech that it seems to
mne impossible to, rescue it for any scientific purpose; it
m-ust, therefore, be recognised that it is a non-scientific
expression used with no precise connotation.

£xampkes of the connotations above defined are best
given by describing the comm.,n facts oi right-handed-
ness ini the ternis in question. Thus, in the normal per-
son the dextral hand is the right, in a smiall number it is
the left, and in a stil! smaller numnber both hands are
dextral. AIl individuals can from this point of view be
divided into three groups:

i. Unidextrals.-There are two subgroups (a) dex-
tro-dextrals or right-handed individuals, dextrality being


