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Operation may be of gresier imuportance 'than >the melhhod of its per-

forrmn~ee.

Nevertheleff, the f att that in an imaportaflt meeting sudi a tuis

the. tre.tment O>f SePtic perit0nii lhs been one of the esubjects selected

f1cr &qiain proveb, if FuKhUer proýof i-s xeeded, tba- we neither bave,

Dor expert ini the near future tto have, the nesar knowledge to deal

gaiori1y wiith ¶this drwxd seourge.

Soins figu"., eoilerted for me tby Mr. C. F. 'M. Sain-t, verîie by the

Surgioeal Ragitrar, Mr. R. J. Wiflan, andi relating 'Fo cases admitted to

the. Royal Vietoria Infirgnery, New atle-uo-Ty'nb, daring the. year

1910, convey grmter in,-tr'dliiof than anythiflg 1 oeJi say.

Appendicitis.

There were in ail 427 casecs, with 18 deaths.

Post-mnortem exainirnation proved tihat the cause of 16 of these deatha

w8 general geptie peritonitis.

Six of 'the 18 were ndt operaited tipon, andi ail were suffeiig frein

advanced general periteniti a dmision

Of1 the 12 cases operated upon, 1 died of portai seps.'s 10 days, andi

()De Of pulmomiry embolilsm 7 days after operatiiol.

In ail the remining 10, general septie peritnitis mws presen't at

the. turne of the operatioix.

he were 290 aoilte t5kses, andi ail of the~ deaths (18) courreti ini

tiei seies. (There w'ere no destths ini the. interval cases.)

Sixtytwo of the. 290 acUlte cases 1usd net perforated, andi hati no

aaociâted pexitonitîs. There was one death froin portai sepsis in tuis

series
Tfhirty-eight 1usd perforated, but hadl no yet developed any groff

peri-touiti&. In thia sexrica there was one death f rom pulmni'flry ern-

hoMisn.
One Ihund(redt andi fifty-seven 'were asoited with lo<,alized peri-

tonitis andi absdff. Ail recovered.

T1lrty4hlree were asoited wiith general septic peritonitis. Twenty-

five were operateti upün, 13 reeevered anid 12 dieti. Eight were not

operotteti upen. 0f the-se, 2 recovereti and 6 dtied.

These figures convey the iesons derived frein the niortality, which,

of course, is the. most importanit coiisider'tiofl of ail, but there -are others

to rernember. For many yers in Nowctle we 1-havetauglt as the idteal

that the inflamed verniiform appondix shodlbe reqnove betfore rupture

or absces has husd tirane te develop, and thôt only by tWis means a serions

anti prolonged illness, w-ith lthe passibility of a ventral hernia %t the endi


