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Dr. Brocx will draw unon unpmd subscribers
through the oxpress eor.pany in the course of a few
days, and hopes that the amount of ‘their subscrip-
tior will be paid immediately.

HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT.

According to Chambers, “The primary or more
importani object of all hospitals, is to mitigate
bodily suffering, while they are alzo servicesble as
achools for medicine and surgery, where professors
can practically educate their pupils, by pointing out
warieties of disease and injuries, and exemplifying
methods of treatment. As mean® of relief, and
mchools of medicine, they aprear tu be absclutely
easential to every dense community.”

Now we beg leave to direct the zttention of
hospital managers and attendants, to what appears
%0 be a recognized principle in all civilized coun-
iries but Ontario, and thus clearly and forcibly
expressed by the celebrated Scotchman, and we
are glad to learn that the Trustees of the Toronto
General Hospital are just now trying to effect some
change in the system of attendance at that institu-
tion whereby its clinical advaniages can be more
fully utilized than at present, and we hope they
will carry out their patriotic design without ¢ fear,
favor, or affection ;” but we have been surprised to
hear that strong opposition is shown towards any
change, althongh complaint is continually made,
that our Ontario students seek at otherinstitutions,
that clinical instruction which is denied them au
home, while the majority of those who go elsewhere
for their medical education, give that as their sole
reason.,

In our simplicity we supposed that as one
of the primary objects of an hospital, was to
train and educate those who might be - called to
assume the care and protection of the community,
in times of sickness and epidemic danger,  those
who accepted hospital appointments (especially if
conpected with medical schools) would be will-

ing, in view of the honor of the position, to ks’
some sacrifice of personal ease and convenicnes,in
order that all the advantages of the institution ssy
school of observation and discipline might be da
veloped to the utmost degiee ; but forsooth, wo e
told (we hope incorrectiy) that all these objects axp
subordinate to the convenicnce of the mediesd
officers, and that our Ontaric students must cop
tinue to go to Montreal, Kingston, or New York,
where people are not *‘characterized by a mad con
tempt for experience.” '

Now, we have as strong a veneration for oid
landmarks and customs as any man, but when they
become so covered with moss as vo mar the vales

i and eficiency of the public institutions of our own

day, we wonld not hesitats to do away with the
¢ fendal ani:. ities.” )

The present system of hospital astendance did
very well, vears ago, when we had few orno medical
schools to be injured by it; but for many yeam,
all connected with our tecaching bodics have felt
that the Toronto Hospital did nut furnish thet
clinical instruction which an institution of its siw
and importance might afford, but no one felt wik
ling to incur the odium which it was known would
attach to whoever initiated the movement to chang
the time-honored but viciou system, All hone
to the Trustees who have the moral eourage to ap-
proach the matter ! !

As far as we can understand the sysiem pro-
posad, it is similar to that which has been in su¢-
cessful operation in other Canadiar}and American.
hospitals for years; and if it works so well else
where as to continually draw away our Western
students, we can see no reason why it should not
work well in Toronto. But there is one feature is
the proposed scheme to which we would objects

"that is, the transfer of all the patients in tho hos

pital from each man to his successor, with eack
change of periodical attendance. We think i#
would be better, were each man allowed to retsin,
at his option, all admitted by hir, until they pnssed
off by recovery or death, as by that means the
gentleman retiring from the admitting period,would
be brought back to the hospital occasionally, asd
the students would thus be enabled to watch toi$-
conclusion the treatment initiated and pursued y:
each man ; and it would be well to arrange so thn? :
the retiring altendant should visit at an hour mn
mediately after or before the admitting phymcun- ‘
We think in this way s greater amount of clinio
mstruction can’be furnished, and a grester numbet
of clinical lectures can be illustrated, than und“':
the transfer system ; and we hope the time will:
scon come when the Trustees will compel evetf :



