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hours of rest from disturbance of his wound,
snd the pain and emotional disturbance conse-
quent thereon. How much better, then, is his
state when he can be left entively alone for days
and weeks, Unfortunately, this is often im-
possible or undesirable with the present modes
of drainage. Though it is no longer necessary to
meddle with wounds in order to pull away liga-
tures (thanks to Mr. Lister’s invaluable inven-
 tion of the absorbable catgut—a very great step
in the direction of rest), still there is the drain-
tube in the wound as a foreign body. For this
reason, we are obliged to take down any dressing
which includesit,in order to shorten or remove it
altogether, no matter whether the dressing itself
could be left on otherwise or not. Could this
be avoided, it would be most desirable. And
it appears possible that it may be so in the fu-
ture. In a recent number of Langenbeck’s
Areliv, there is a very interesting article by a
Dr. Neuber, on the use of soluble drainage-tubes.
TIn this, he relates his experience with such tubes
ina number of cases. They were made of de-
ealeified bone, which he had found by experi-
ment to be the best material for the purpose.
Using these, he was able to leave a Lister’s
Adressing, with some extra packing of salicylated
" wool, undisturbed for fifteen days, when the
tube wag found to have been absorbed, and its
- track healed. Now, if these absorbable drain-
_ Pipes can be combined with the catgut ligature
andsuture, wemay perhaps be able hereafter with
e to put up an amputation wound once for
:_a]l in a pure, dry, absorbent material, and leave
-1t 50 until it is completely healed before remov-
- ing the first application. This, if achieved,
S would go near to realize our ideal dressing,
COmblnmg cleanliness, adequate dxd1n'we, and
- - tomplete rest,
et us glance now at the dry cotton-wool
Pemanent dressing as a method of wound-treat-
: : Wex, and see how much of these three factors
t contains. We have all been familiar, no
oubt, for many years, with the use of this ma-
al for injuries of various kinds, and have
n it of benefit. But one of the first to em-
Yit as a permanent dressing to be left on for
8" was M. Alphonse Guérin, of Paris.
"emember, please, that it is not the material
ed, s0 much as the fact of his venturing

to leave it so long andisturbed round a wound,
that was the novel feature of his practice which
hasattracted much attention. Igather fromread-
ing, and from a conversation with himself, about
a year and a half ago, that, as carried out by
him, this method simply consisted in wrapping
a very large quantity of ordinary cotton-wool
round the wound, which had not been cleaned
in any particular way. This was then bandaged
tightly avound the part, and so formed an elastic,
even-pressing, and somewhat absorbent cover-
ing, which he left undisturbed for weeks, or
until the part was healed, or nearly so. This
certainly secured rest, but no particular pro-
vision was.made for cleanliness at starting, nor,
so far as I know, for drainage,

Not long after M, Guérin’s visit, Mr. Erichsen
suggested to me to give this plan a trial in the
hospital. He had, I believe, done so hirself in
private, and had formed a favourable opinion of
it. I did so, as you know, in .an amputation
of the leg, and had such a satisfactory result
that I have cmployed it since in two amputa-
tions of the thigh, and one of the bLreast. As
this is the only systematic test of the method
that I know of in a hospital in this country, it
appears worth while to take a few notes of the
results. These you have been able to watch
for yourselves, so I may be brief, and avoid too
much detail. But I have essentially modified
M. Guérin’'s method in these cases, feeling
bound to do so, and as follows, Kuowing what
cotton-wool often is in hospital, where it is left
about here and there—namely, a trap for dust
and dirt—1I have liad all that employed here
baked at a dry heat of 300° to 400° Fahr.
This, you know, would render all organic matter
in it innocuous, and certainly destroy all germs.
Now, pure dry cotton-wool is well known to be
a perfect shield against the access of dust and
germs to substances covered by it. I need not
allude to the familiar experiments which go to
prove this, and that air is completely filtered
of all decomposition-exciting impurities (what-
ever they may be) by passing through it. If
this be true, a wound pexfectly clean in the first
ingtance, carefully enveloped in perfectly clean
cotton-wool in suflicient amount to absorb its
discharge, ought to renain quite free from con-
tamination from without until the dressing is



