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tono keeps up her fires in the body, the gues of which are perhaps liable
to become over-hemted by undue accumulation of "uel, as well as the
more visible ones whick we rua through Our dwellings.

But you may say these examples, though striking proofà of the need
of chemistry to enable us te understand the ihnetions of the healthy
body, are not practical, inasmuch as they do not refer t the diseased
body. They are highly important as physiological truths, but they aie
not pathological. This in true, but if you understand not the physiolo-
gical, how cau you understand the pathological t Could yoe venture te
undertake a nice operation of sargery without knowing the parts
amongst which yor. are to cut 1 So how could yeu venture to meddle
with diseased organs, the elements of whose functions yon are umma-
quainted with t

But 1 need not rest my argument on this ground. I eau show you
that changes which are stai' tly pathological eau only be recogoised by
chemical manipulations, a-.d being recognized, can only be remedied by
chemical appliances. Yr a have all heard cf the Humoral pathology, or
of what, in the not ver grammatical though very expressive phraseology
of the day, are called blood.-dima. This humoral pathology, by the
bye, furnisheasa not uninstructive episode in the history of medicie.
Received as manifest truth for many ages, it feU at last into disrepute,
became the butt of ridicule to the moderns, and was rofrred to chiey
as shewing the absurdities of the ancient schools of medicine.

This once supposed d exploded dogma" bas, however, again begu to
raise its bead, and counts among its abettors mmay of the best and Sfest
of our practitioners; and this change is compamtively recent, fur it was
several year after I bd completad my medical studies before this old
doctrine began to reappear. My mind is api to dweli upon thi change
as one evidence, among many others, of the imperfection of our boasted
reaon, and of the propriety of using modesty and caution in amerting
even the mmat generally received of its conclusions.

It is true ltat in the ok1en time the humoral pathology was but a
speculation, though certainly a happy one ; it was not based upon exim-
riment, the proper ground of philosophical deduction, and th<weeore feul.
TIh humoral pathology of the present day may be expected to cecome
an ascertained fact, inasmuch as it is baled not on hypothesis, bit un
maltiplied experiment and obaservation.

But to retura. Blood diseses are so mmed becase they cousist in
an alteration n the materials of which the blood is made up. That uid
consiste, as yen know, of certain consitueats in certain proportions vari-
able within certain limite, without a&cting health ; but beyond these
becoming le fltted for the perf'rmnece of its normal dutics; and, a.


