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of affairs and produce wi despread disturbances-nrre.stormk.
There are many examples.of titis in reflex disorders resulting in
widespread confusion of nerve force. But we have noticed thast
these cells are connected by nerve filaments ; titis indies that
they are also connected in force or function ; tihis further implies
clannels of communication existing between them. Pathology
proves it, for with destruction of the cell the filaments therefromn
degenerate. The cell itself, then, is the focus of nerve force-
force aroused within a certain cell selects by adaptation a certain
fibre from among ithe millions presented to it as its channel of
transmission or communication. Habit adopts this channet.
Meclanical training exemplifies this fact. Observe the nmusiciani.
At first it is with difficulty, hesitation, and many errors that lie
fingers on the instrument the music before htim, until these
channels become selected and thoroughliy adopted, wiier the acr
becomes almost unconscious. If we accept tiis theory as true
and correct, it seems to me equally applicable to thouglt.
Reasoning on a subject new to us is at first exceedingly diflicult
and obscure until the chainels of communication among the
higlier intellectual cells becomne also selected, wien it becones
comparatively easy. The more we becomne educated, the more
numerous and varied becoine these channels, until thouglit itseif
may become unconscious. Fui-ther, it seems to me, if we extend
this theory, much of mremory miglit be accounted for in this way.
-we lose froin memory certain ideas or actions, because their
channels, once trainied, have becone neglected and obliterated,
or, WC may partially lose them, because the chain of thouglht
has deviated to other channels, the switching off of one cell in
the chain of thouglt might alter completely the nature of that
thoughît. Too often the truth may have deviated iii this way.

What bearing, then, lias this on the disturbances of nerve
function ? Evidently this. The destruction of function or organi
structure of one celi, or set of cells, within the chain of thoughut
or reason, vill produce a deviation fron that which lias been
adopted by adaptability, and, therefore, thtt which must be con-
sidered th most rational. But titis deviation of force may cause,
by taking new, uncertain, and possibly erroneous ciannels-
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