
SULPHURIC ETIER-BY THOS. KEITU, M.D.

At length, Dr. Arthur Gamgee put. into my hands a per-
fectly dry ether made fromrn methvlated spirit. It is manu-
factured by those conscientious. chemists Messrs. Mac-
farlane. Its specific gravity is .715 to .717. It cost me
three shillings a pound of twenty-four fluid ounces, and it
answers admirably for local anSsthesia. For the last six or
seven years, nothing but this ether has been used, except
twice, when bichloride of methylene was given, and once,
a few months ago, vhen operating at Newcastle, when
chloroform was used. The apparatus employed has been
the mask of Dr. Richardson's apparatus, with a sponge fixed
in the bottom. It .might easily be improved but it
answers its purpose well enough, though there is great
waste with it. For manyyears, the ether was administered
by my brother Dr. Keith ; of late, it has been given by Dr.
Foulis, who will at an early dly give his observations upon
it. There lias been no difficulty in bringing patients under
its influence. It is given freely, and plenty of air gets in
with it. We have not observed the excitement which is
said to accompany the inhalation of ether. It is always
taken by the patient in bed, and no one is allowed to be in
the room but the administrator and nurse.

But the great advantage of ether over chloroform in sucli
operations as ovariotomy lies in the almost complete ab-
sence of after-vomiting. Vomiting with an open wounld is
of no consequence. With chloroform, after-vomiting was
the rule, and,in the afternoon and first night of an operation,
the nurse required to be always at hand with a basin for the
vomiting. With ether, after-vomiting is quite the exceptior,
and it is never severe or continued; while some patients
sleep on, and often remain two or three hours without
moving after being placed in bed.

My confidence in sulphuric ether as the best practical
anesthetic we yet have does not thus diminish. Its low
specific gravity mustmake it less dangerous than the others.
It is not perfect, but it answers my purpose better than any
other. It saves my patients froni the misery of after-vomit-
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