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«, itsprùnitive barbarism.; but, it is interesting to notice. -the fact
that the saine. simple mode of einploying. the Opoils of the-sea for
personal, decoration, as. àfaund pmealent amnong, the rudeIndiana,
of. the. North-west at the. present.day, prevailed, among. the primitive
occupants of the British isles in t'iat diin dawn. of their prizneval
hiatory revealed. by the discloeures of their inost ancient sepuichral
depouits. Amont the, personal. ornaments found in early British
graves,. meemingly pertaining.. to a periad long prior ta, the. acquisition:
of the aimplest, mgtallurgic arts,. are necklaccs. formed. of' the amuil
shilu.-aboundingon.the neighboringcoasita, sucli as the nerita littoralit,
the pcdella eulgata, sud, others equally comnion. at the présent day.-
Thes, are perforated, xie. the ioqus shela of the Chinook Indian,
apparently by tihe, simple processa of rubbing the! projecting:.point on
a- atone,. and- thua converted into sjheil-beadài they were, atrung
together with a&fibre or sinew. It may alisoenoted that, as-among.
the savage Indiana, of thia, continent such personal ornaxnents are
not confined to the. squaws,. bat, more frequently, adorn. the. per8efl. of
the. brave, and: mingle, with. the scal p-locks and, ether war-trophiea; of
the most celebrate.d chief: z80 was- it 'witb the allophylian. savage: of
Britai'a primeva]. centuries. :Beadl necklaces. occur alongside of
the stoeewar-hatchet and. fliat lauce-head, as- the property of tii.
w4rior,, and on. of his meut prizecl décorations. Possibly, indeedý,
they may have constituted- tii. symbols.of rank, and, the special badge
of office, as considérable- variaty marks. their forms. An Orkney
atone -eist,. for exampjlý, con.ts.ined about two dozen ef the common
oyater shellus each. perfo»'ated, and in. ail. probabiity designedl ta. be
strung. together as a coHar,. abundantly zioticeable for size, if not for
beauty. In.-some ces, the. form, of these. sheils, as well as of those
of the. lixupet (patella vulgata), and of the- cockle (cardién& commune),
are taken adysutage- of to .ferm, a. novel. sheil-ornainent. They are
rubbed down. until they are, rediiced. ta. rings, which were- either
etrang togetheri or attached, as ornaments, ta the dreas.,Udr
neath, a, làrge. cromlech, accidentaly, discovered. lu the Phoenix Park.
nt Dublin, in 1838, in.-the processa of levelling a mound, whicb thua.
proved te be au aucieut tumulus,. twop. male, skeletons 'were found, and
beside. each akuil lay ;q quantity, of the common littoral sheila, ý eeita,
littoralia. IlOn. exam.lnation," it -is noted, in the report of the Royal
Irishi Aeademy, "1these shelas were found to bave been rubbed dowN
on the valve with astane, tc make a second bole, for thie pu.rpose, as
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