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Elementary Education in France. (1)

The report of the Minister uf Public Instruction for 1863 on
the state of clementary education in France, which the Govern-
ment has just published, hus been very generally commented upon

in 1863, 395,393, or GO per cent., could read, write and cipher,
while 262,008, or -0 per cent., had totally or purtially fuiled to
acquire a knowledge of these clementary branches.

‘I'he rolis of' the conscription und the registers of marriages
furnish evidence pointing to the sume conclusion. Iu 1862,
27.49 per ceut., or nearly one third of the conscripts could neither
read nor write; in 1830 the pireentage was 43.13. Ot the wen
who warried ju 1853, 33.70 per zent. could not sign their names;
the percentage in 1862 being 28.54; of the women, the percen-
tage was 54 75 and 42.26 duiing the same yems respectively,
giving an average of ..7 and 35.90 per cent. for both sexes.

Thus it appears that nearly one third of the conscripts are

. unable to read or write; 36 per cent. of those who marry cannot

in the Paris press and hos provoked much opposition.  Contuin-!sign their numes; more than one fifth of the children of school
ing information of the greatest practical value, this document, i ;o0 did not attend school in 1863, and that of the four fifihs
of unusual interest besides, has been objected to on account of': present the m yority atteuded irregularly and oniy during a com-

some recomnmendations which it contains, and which. 1f acted !
upon, would establish a system of gratuitous instruction and
compulsory attendance at school. !

Without stopping to examine the merits or demerits of these:
sugzestions, which, the Moniteur expluined, were published asi
expressing the personal opinion of the minister only, and not as’
indicating the policy of the government in the mutter, we shall}
proceed to lay before our rcaders a short resuméof this very |
elaborate paper.

The number of children in attendance at the primary schools
of France had risen from 1,935,621 in 1832 to 3,530,125 in
1847 and to 4,336,368 in 1863 ; showing an increased ratio of
from 59 pupils in cvery 1000 inkabitants at the first wentioned |
period, to 116 pupils in a like number of inhabitants at the date
of the report.  The number of public schools opened since 1847
was 3,566, affording instruction to 806,233 children and repre-
sentine an annual increase of 50,000 in the nuwmber of children
attending schiool. (%)

818 communes ouly arc.reported as without schools, in wost
of which however the children attended school in the adjoining

ari-hes.

TPaking the children of school age as defined in the regulations
(7 to 13 years), it would appear that of the 4,018,427 returncd
in the inspectors” census of 1863 for the whole of France, on'y
3,133,540 attended the primary schools, leaving 851,887 as the
number of children of this class who did not attend. Itis true
that the university cnumeration reduces this number to 692,675,
bat as the teachers who compile the statistics have no means of
ascertaining how weny children are permancntly absent from
school in the cities, these fizures are believed to fill short of the
trath. Whatever may be the actual balance in this case, 1t is
ot to be inferred that the whole number of these children are
totally deprived of instruction ; many in fact receive sessons at
bome or attend the junior classes in superior institutions «
learaing, while others enter school one or two years afier they
have reached the lewest age preseribzd or leave before attaiuing
the highest.

The pariod of school attendance is, in general, regulated by the
requirements of religious instruction, few childien vemaining ot
sthool after ¢ .ese hate been fulfitled. There was no means of
ascartaining the exact number of boys between the agzes of 8 and
11 who did not pass through the pablic schools in 1S63; but from |
data obtained by the administration it was apparent that of
this restricted class, the number of non-attendants could not
cxeced 200,000,

Of the wholc number of children frequuanting the primary
schrols, 34.6 per cent., or over onc thiid, attended daring a period
of less than six months.  Of 657,491 pupils who left the schools

1) The bighly intesesting repost of M. Darny is biing pablished in
imio in our Freech Joamal.

(2) Ttese figares inclade the schools and papils in the three annexed
Depastmiats.  Jn Sarvoy and the Cotaty of Nice tbe public schools nam-,
bered 1,528, and the pupils attending the public and the indcpcndcnt]
tehols, 86,812,

paratively short time.

During the last sixteen years the number of illiterate conscripts
diminished by 7% per cent. only, 2 progress so slow that the
Minister forcsees that a considerable time must elapse before
clementary education shall have become as ‘widely diffused as in
Germany, where the illiterate conseripts number but 2 or 3 per
cent.

The statisties having reference to the criwinal classes offer
much that is suggestive of serious reflections. Of the 4,543
persons arrested for crimes in 1863, 1756 or 33 per cent. were
quite illiterate, and 1964, or 43 per cent. could read or write but
very imperfectly, thus showing that 81 per cent. of this unfortu-
nate class had been deprived of the benefits of clementary ins-
truction.

To effect the object which the Minister has in view, various
sugzestions of more or less importance are made, among which
we find the improving of the methods of instruction followed in
the schools, the promoting of the usefulness of teachers and the
influcnce of school inspection, the stimuluting of a healthy
spisit of cmulation in both teachers and pupils; financial reforms;
the building of schoolhouses wherever they may be needed;
adding to uld schools as regards bwldings, furniture and libraries;
and last, though ot least, the recommendations having reference
10 grataitous instruction and enforced attendance, and which,
as we have said above, were received with matks of disapprobation
by a great part of the press.

These recemmendations are supported by a detailed compari-
=on of the Freach system with those pursued in other countries,
but the opposition to which we have adverted above, caused the
Government 10 hesitate before adopting them. A sort of compro-
weise between the views of the Minister and public opivion will
accordingly be found in the following propositions submitted by
the Emperor to the Council of State. 1st. Teachers in indepen-
dent elementary schools shall not be required to hold diplomas.
2nd. Communcs whose population exceeds 300 shall be bound to
mintain a pirls’ school. 3rd. Prizes for assiduity to be given to
pupils attending the public schools regularly between the ages of
7 and 13, 4th. Female teachers to receive a minimum silary of
5C0 franes per anoum.  ath. The stipends of male and female
teachers actingg conjointly to b clevated. and th: apprintment
of such teacherscatrusted to the Prefeet. Gth. The right 1o esta-
blish free schools previously accorded to the communes ts be rend-
ered wore cffective in practics, for which purpuse a tix shall be
levied and, in caces of deficiency, grants from the Government
shall be nccorded.  The male teachers in such schools to enjoy a
fixed salary.

Evening €lasses of the Montreal Mechanics?
Enastitute.

PTALIC DISTRISTTION OF TRIZES.

T.ast evening o public examination of the clasecs of the Mechanies?
Iostitste, took place in the hall of that building, an interested auditory
being present.



