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[ront lh commercial schools %vio but the other day ruccived thio
covetcd degree of .A.A. front Oxford inay hereafter, for %vaut of
knioving, how~ to educate theinst'lves ini the great baie antd conflict
of lire, tuti-n eut itîferior go their sciîooifcliows W11o %Veto igiiomil-
ttiously p1luckcd by the Examiners of teo University* IVo do nuot
Ilniderva ticte îaching; on theu contrat),, wve tlîink it of the Vary
uJiiest importante ; but %ve thitnk it a mistako glhat Ieads to many

e;îiconschîuenes w~hen teacliors consider teachiug to bc sufflicient,
antwiu! parents and scho!ar3 refuse to recognise the fauct that the
inost valuable education comrnonly begits %vlicro lenching ends,
and gliat, both scitools and colle.-es are bot iiîialory establishments.
'l'leyîîay bethe plough, and the harrow, but they are neither the
seet tnor lt(,- arvest. 'l'lie seed is scatterod over the whole lifetime
of the individîtal, acnd the harve5t: inust depend on the blessing of
hieaven and bis 8kilfuil use of the louis wvhich the lihst teacicers
piovided.

Ilut if the scicools of wliat arc called the middle classes by whbieiwvo suppose are muntt tuie lower and peorer etratuim of th mniddle
classes-be so infurior as flic examinoîs of the University of Oxford
assert, Soute more valuable and tangible results miglit ba made eo
floiv from tihe fact than the mere vindication of the sniperiority of
the Uttiversities. Wu are doubtiess a very free peuple -and vu,
have a very proper ancd nutiral dislike of interférence vith private
etiterprise. But %vu ray %veli ask ourisel%'es lte question wielthur
schools of every kind oughî ta be considered in flie light of private
cclerprises ? Whcîhcr ihe sclioolmaster and the schoolmistress bc
.lot public fonictionaries wvho owe some duty to the State as wvell ns
to thoir own pockcts ? And wvhetlîer sorte regulation of their business
on the part ofthei State wotilc bu any ruai eneroachment u an the
liberty wvhich. wo ail so highly prize ? A druggis 'iust not Tiapense
drugs until hie have undergonte ant exaînination to prove Ilis coin-
petency f'or the duty. A mati mnay not become a physician, or a
barrister, until lie ]lave proved to the satisfaction of a properly-
cotîstituiecl tributnal of experts ilhat lie is fit to performa the duties cf

ths rofessions. 13ut, w h un a muat or a wotnan chooses to set up
a clieh or site is called uipon for- nopIroof of moral ftcsor

mnitllecittai competency any more than. if they %vete selting o as
clicesem1n,,tgers. A disconsolate wcdowv who ip above drelSsmaking
or serlvifig beiid a cotinter will flot bc above keeping a semtnary
for yotng ladies ; and a brokeni-iown îshoutnaker or bankrupt tailow-
molet wii often, whlen ail oiller resourcs fail hinm, esîablishi a
commercial auadeuy. And no eite would object t0 their doing se if,
-as a uiecessary, prc iinary, tîhcy bail t procure a licence ancd a
diploma as a proof botc of t heir moral and scholastic fitness for the
performance of furnctions thial, in a proper;y-constiîuteà society, rank
next litiimportance to the îcachings cf the fireside and the pulpit.
If thce cc inidclle-class exmntiis' prove atiytiting, ilhey prove
that a rel'orm is needed in this particular, in the interest alite of
thoe able and conscientious teacher, of the pupil, of the parent, and
ci lte State. ite souils of our chiliren are surely as %t'eil worthy of
our care as their bodies ? A,îd, if we subjet the druggist, the sur-
geon, and the physician te conttrai and exacaination, wviîy should the
schooicnastcr and tice schooimistress escape without eillier ?-I11us-
traMe London News.

School days or £minent Men la Gs-eat-Dritaln.
Dy Joîts Times, P. S. ..

(Caatinuedfrwim Our last.)

IV.
TtIFi SAXON LANGUACE.-FORMATION 0F TtHE PNOLISII LANc.UAGF.

Thli primitive character cf the population of Britain havhîg been
effaced by its Roman occupation, lis great masters were eventuaily
oveirun and conquecred by the Teutons, wvhose three distinct tribes
cf the, Lov Germans,-Ilhe Angles, the Saxons, and the Ju.-s-made
tiiemseivcs masters of our island. Tlcey naturally brouglit wvitl
îiiem a change of latiguage: the Teutoniè superseded the Latin, cite
cause of Nvich wvas titat the population af l3ritain laad been conti-
nually andi largely increased by ltse immigration etf Germait qettiei:3,
so that the Germat spirit %vis'far more poweifui thon the Roman.
'lha thrce dîffurent branches of Lowv Germaus could uîîderstand
cite aniother with no: mueli more difficuity titan at the presenit day
a Lancashire peasant %vould discourse with a Yorkshireman. Theie
was, doubtiess, a strong difl'urencu of dialect between the langoages
spokon by the Angles, te Saxons, and the Jutes, and these divi-
sions wvure the fundations of th raclseoftemdmi-
leuts of England. h ra lse ftemdmda

'rite Jutes, reproscuteci chiefly by the people of Kerit, were the
least iitttnerous, and oxercised no permanent literary inîfluence upon
the groat Auglo-Sax iît confederacy. It was the Angles, îîumericaily

by, fiar the inost poNverfitl of the Toutonic seltiers, %vho flet took the
lead ini initelligence aund in literature. To :hemn cltiefly belong the
earliest literary productions of the Anglo-Saxons, and the oldest
Anglo-ceaxon traditions knowvn; and their inifuenca over the test
was so great, Itat itot only did thev accept from thein the generai
tille cf £tîglish, but eveti the ntations cf tlic Cüntmnesit wio lied
generaliy preserved the Roman latîguage, generally agreed iu
giviug to lte Teutonio population cfBitain the name of Angli.
'buis wve derive front. thts co branch cf the triple composition cf
our race, lte national naome of which we are proud, Ihat of Englist-
motn, and it is from them Itat our langunge is called L'ugliulr.

Nevertlteiess, th-i Angliau division of lte race feula in th course
of thce eighth ceatury utîder flie urerior influence of the Saxons,
anti Wessex , or thce kingdom o the West Saxonse not anly
gave us fitîally onr lino cf Kings , but ftrirîished' us with the
inodel of our language and iterature. The writtea Engliah of
the proscrit day is founded upon that dialeot in whioh King Alfred
wvrote: anîd with tlîis change it lihe predominaxîce of race, the term
Saxon camne into more frequent use tb designate lthe Teutonic popit-
lationi of ibis îslaîd ; and as there e.ontinued te be Saxons on the
Coutintent as weil as in Engiand, it ha& become the practitce te caîl
our own aneestors. by wvay cf distinction anti not as ir.dicating an
amalgamation ,of'race, the Anglo-Saxons, ltat is, the Saxons cf
Englacîd. Stil i, il must be borne ta mind that or krtowledge cf the
Angle-Saxon latîgunge is, after ail, imperfect ; for our nomenclature
iA made up front, writtett documents of a partial description, and
there no doubt existed a great number cf words in lthe Anglo-Saxon
lanuîage whicit are nov etîtirely lost. No doubt, many) wo- i now
filcind ini the Ertglish la.iguage, acd especially in the provincial
dialects, of wvhicli the origin is unknown, had theur equivalent in
pure Anglo-Saxon. Titis latguage %vas flot influenceci by lte Danse;
and that %vhich aur forefathers spoke ta the middle of the eleveath
cettury wàs the saine Low German diaiect wbich. they liad brought
with. tîcent mbtu the islaitd, wih certain changes of tme and cir-
cumrstatîces. At this period, the Norman Coîtquest brought a new
language, Frencht, as it was then talked and written ini Normandy;
and ilie restîiting dialeut, Anglo-Norman, continued during t'vo
ceatunies te be exclusively the language of te atiatocracy ofEng-
land. Mteanwhile, thte Angio-Saxa'î, or as we mutst henceforward
caîl il, ltse Englisît lotngue, was not abandoned or disuaed; for the
Atîglo-S.cxoni grammar of the Latin language by Alfria contîcîued te
bu used in the Englislc scîtools tili laie in ilie îwelith, century. To
lthe first haîf cf tîtis century is ascribed a manuscript cf Alfric's
gramrmar, %vith. ait itîterlinuar gloss af so.ne of the Saxon words in
An'glo-Norman. llicks.. tue Atîglo-Saxon aciiolar, bait ini his pas-
session tlle above manttscript ; and Sir Thomnas Pbiliips found
among te archives of Worcester cathudra] soine leaves cf a copy
of Aifric's graintnar, wvritten in the degradeci forra cf th e Aziglo-
Saxon latîguage w~hich prevaiied in the middle and latter haif cf
th. twelfth century. From, varieus literary romainîs it ia evident
î.tat the use of te English lanmiaze, during the twvelfth century,
atnd tlie first haîf of tdisIltirteeni, vwas by ne mentis cotîfiaed te lte
lower classes cf Society, but il prevailed generîtlly among thxe nmiddte
andi educated classes, amonoe tZ ciergy and in the mottastie bouses,
at iuast in those duvoteto ternsales.

TheEngis Jplîage cotîstst cf about 38,000 words. This in-
cludes, of course, îlot only radical words, but ail dexivatives, except
the preterites and participles of verbes; te which. muet be added
some few teims, which, though set down in thé dictionaries, are
citîtur obsolele, or have neyer ceased te b. considered foreign. 0f
these, about 23,(00, or nearly five-eighths, are of Anglo-Saxon
origiti. The xnajority of the rest, in what proportions we canirot
say, are Latin acnd Greek : Latin, hewever, bas the larger share.

V.
EDUCATION OF WILLIAM TISE cONQUEROli.

lu fle euricus oldti o'n cf Falaise, ln Norrnandy, is shown a
smali hteusefront which exhibits a bust of William the conqueror,
whotse iiamne the lieuse bears. But "ethe craidle cf te Conqueror»-
is a smali ehamber iii the tiikness cf the wai cf the Norman
ducal palace or castie ai Falaise. ciIt was ta this tîarrow roo,"
saya Miss Costello, "a nce said ta have been adorned wilh goid and
vermilioci, and oiller gay hues, glial: a child was bonti in Fectesy and
myslery, and that b y the imperfectl hght his beautiful mother looked
uaponi the featuces cf the future bero of Nom.îandy."~ That good fo.-
tune wvhich, neyer deserîed William in &fier life, thene upea hie
itifaticy. Ho soan became a favou rite ivith his father, and was care-


