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for death to seize him!1 Aivful pre.
paration for the tribunal of heaven

Nabal's death wvas unexpcctcd an(
aivful. His wife knew by bitter ex
perience liow vain and dangerous î
vias to address him on any subjeet o
importaner white the fumes of liquoi
,vere reekint, in his brain, she ;vaitec
tilt sleep lîad restored his senses, anc
in the morning told hirn of David',
resolution, of her own adventure, anc
ifs f'avourable issue. On hearing thiý
atatement, and conscious of the dan-
ger to which bis churlisliness had
exposcd lîim, Ilhis hieart died within
him, and hie became as a stone." ThE
icy hand of deathi touched his frame,
and froze up the founitain of life.
Petrified with fear, lie liingered in
wretchedness ten days, and thenex-
pired. ffis death was a direct visita-
tion from God. IlThe Lord smote
him, that lie died." His days were
numbered, the measure of bis iniquity
was fiill ; niercies and judgmnents
had in vain summoned bis attention.
He Iived in sin; and the Iast net
seemed a fit prelude to that nwvful
catastrophe wlîich shortly befel 1dm.

How true is the Seripture! " Say
ye to the wicked, it shail be ill -,ith
him." "1There is no peace, saith îny
God, to the wicked." IlNor covetous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdoni
of God.7 IlThe wicked is driven
away in his wickedness." "lThe rigli-
teous" only Ilhath hope in bis death."

-- cou-or
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To the reproacli of the Christian
nanie, and of many wvho bear it, this
absurd, unebristian, and murderous
practice is flot yet extinet, among ci-
vilized people. Barbarous nations
know nothing of it; foi thoughi it
originated among them, they soion
abandoned so seiîseless a mode of ap-
peal, and left it to the exclusive
adoption and use of those w~ho pride

- themselves in being more thoughtf'ul
t and refined. Its frcquent occurrence
1 arnongst us unfortunately preventa

. us from cither forgetting it, or look-
t ing back upon it as among the follies
f that hiave been, and are now no more.

-A recent and nîuch lamentcd instance
Ioccurring near this city, bas grieved

1 and astonishied thousands-a distin.
guished and nieritorîous oflicer sud.
denhy and awfully deprived of hife by
the Iand of' one with whm lie ;vas

*on ternis of fricndship a fev liours
ipreviously, and with wliom, probably,

lie wvould hiave been again in friend-
ship, had not [aise bonour dictated
the measure which lias tcrrninated so
fatally. Bothi divine and lîtnian lavs
have failed to correct this deadly evil,
To the forrmer the adv'ocates of duel-

* ing generally pay but littie regard;
*and tIse latter are so easily evaded,
or rather it is so difficult to brimig thme
parties to conviction under them,
that their penal denunciations are
little better timan a dcad letter. It
appears that nothing will put an enîd
to this stupid and iniquitous practice,
but a change in public sentiment on
the subject. Whien the friends of
duelling corne sufficiently to thleir
senses on moral points to sec the fat-
lacy and the folly of the whole sys-
tem, and obtain moral courage enougli
to act up to their improved convic-
tions, we nîay hope to see this relie
of barbarisrn swept [roui respectable
society. _Meanwlîilc it is the duty of
ail Christianis to protest, against the
wickedncss of the act, and to endea-
vour to diffuse more correct senti-
ments respec.ting it wvherever their
influence can be extended. Our
brother Taylor * has lifted up his
voice against this abomination. He
denouinces it at once, on Scriptural
principles, liot only as MNURDE-R-but
also, in consequence of iuaany circurn-
stances connected with it, as"I murder
of thme most aggravated and revolting
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