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Abrahamn, and agaiu for Jacob> ; %ça% the sccne of Josepli'. rornatitie carcer
ana of the early life of Moses, as well as for gcîîerations the abude and
training-Placo of the cliosen people. AUl tbroughi lebrew hiistory a near
ncighibor, its influence was profoilndcly feit, soinctinies as an alUy suad
sornetitncs as a foc. In Inter tiizncs Alexandrin, the capital city, ws a sort
of second Jertisalern as a TCfldCzvous fur %weulthy andi learricd Jews, aud
supplied a bithlplace for the Septuagint. Mien, as .itanliii« for its con-
niection with New Testam.enit events, iwhen the infant Jesus %vas in rnortal
peril from the jealousy of Herod, it was hiithier thiat lic was hurried ; armonie
the polyglot multitude, certain Eýgyptians sbared in the niarvels and ceata-
sies of Pcutecost ; and a few years later Apcillos, zzii Aiexaîîdrian CJhristian
Jewx, so cloquent aînd inighty in the Serîptures, :appears ixpon the scene.
In a ivord, so inticli liad the laraohs asud the civilixation of Lhe Nile Val-
ley to do wvitlz patriarchis, prophcts, and kcings, and with the imollient-
ous unfolulinz of truth arid rigliteousnesa% under the old covenant, tlîat next
to P'alestine Egypt takcs rank as a holy land.

When or by whoin the Gospel was- introduced into Egypt we canniot
Say, nor dIO ive ktiov aughit of its carly Iîistory thiere ; ouly it is certain
that large couquests were mnade before the end ci the first century, and
steay gains followcd until Constantine's day, -when thc nastcry ever
heathenism was achieved. It is evident, also, that the ruling type of
Chiristianity contained frorn the firet and ai :along serions admixtures of
idolatry ana superstition. For centulries tiieolni-i strifes wcre almost
constant and excceding1 y bitter, anid Yast nuin1bers of tUit best flcd to
monasteries ar.dthe déerts to, *%cape froin the gentral corruption -%nd
chaos. Somne mniues frin that period wiil ever live as notable,and othiers as
notoioS; sucli aS Origen and Clemnt, Atlîariasiîus, Ariis and Cyil
inade a profouud impression upon their own imue tnt only, but ever since
bave uieulded the opinions and character of inultitudes, In tlîos,- days
of acrimeinious debatc, througli the influence of certain leaders the Eg.-
hian Church was led to accept, certain doctrines then aud ever imce ac-
couuted herctical; aud so fuelous and uuconîproinising liîd tlieir conten-
tion vitii the orthodox Greek Churcli long been that wlien the Persiaus
éntered the land as invaders thiey were niet by the Christiaus %,vitli open
ans, as wec aiso the Aralis, when in 640 A.». they carne to, conquer
Fkîpt for the propliet. ]3v Liais timne the Chiurch bia talcen tuie naine
Coptic, whicls ever since it lias borne. For a scason the Cliristians fatedl
veil enough, but Inter set in a long perioci of oppression aud piitilct% per-
s«utiou, spcéially from, thc Turks ; and as a result the millions gradmilly
dwindled, until at the begfiuuing of tiais centUry but au few tiionsauds ne-
mîined And theso, like thecir brethrcn in the other corrtipt Oriental
dclees, liad scarcely more tînîn a naine to live, thecir profesion of gcd-
lintas amneunting to little more thian a prejudicc, a fùrin, a superstition.
Amdit is in l belilf of tiais saine ancieut but apio.%Lte Coptfie Churci tit
tbe Amurican Mission bcstows the bulk of its labors
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