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haste, but mnever hurry and worry. And because it is His work it can be
doue if done in His way and in His strength. If I did not believe this I
would give up all effort henceforth. The Church will never do this work
until, from reliance on men, money, and methods we rise to dependence on
the providence of God, prayer in Jesus’ name, and the power of the Spirit.

1. The supernatural basis of missions is the divine command. The Word
of ihe King is the assurance of authority and ability : ** Whatsoever He
saith unto you de it.”> We have not bread encugh for so great a multi-
tude ; but, He says, ‘‘ Give ye them to eat,’’ and our means are permitted
to be inadequate because He intends to work a new *‘miracle of the
loaves.”” "We have not men enough to go into all the world ; Lut He says,
¢ Preach the Gospel to every creature,”’ and He allows the supply to be
inadequate that in answer to prayer He may ¢‘ thrust forth laborers into
His harvest.”” "We have but to go and do as He bids us, and we shal! find
God is with us, supplying all lack both of men and money. Our very de-
ficiencies are a challenge o faith.

2. Again the supernatural basis is found in the promised power of
Christ. In missions we bear our cross—not crosses—after Christ. We
join Him in sclf-abnegation. e consent to die that others may live—to
be buried that others may be garnered, a harvest for the kingdom. Now
Christ is both the Captain of the Lord’s host on the battleficld, gniding the
movements of His army, and on the throne, King of kings, administering
government. Hence come two grand confidences : First, that the battle
is bound to issue in victory, and second, thay Omnipotence is on our side.
To open shui doors we need only to appeal to Him—to meet all threaten-
ing dangers we have only to rest on His power.

3. Once more the supernatural basis is found in the co-witness of tho
Holy Ghost.  In the mouth of this divine, confirming witness, every word
shall be established. The conditions of blessing are plainly indicated in
the Word of God : («) Ancinted diseiples.  “ Ye shall receive the power
of the Holy Ghost coming upon you.”” Itis ““ not by might, nor by power,
but by the Spirit of the Lord.”” Something more than human words and
witness brings men to Christ. (8) Scattered vessels. We are the chosen
vessels, vehicles of conveyance.

There is here a truth which few seem to bave grasped. The Holy
shost is represented as coming to dwell in and work through disciples,
but never as sustaining cither of these relations to ungodly souls, who
cannot perceive, receive or know the Holy Ghost. It is Ged’s plan that be-
lievers shall be everywhere scattered in order to provide avenues of spiritual
communication. The Holy Spirit has never yet been known to come down
upou and work in a community where there were no belicvers. In the entire
history of missions the intervention of some one or more believing disciples
has been the condition of His outpouring. Hence, as water can be con-
veyed only in vessuls or channels, the believer must become the means of
communication, impression, and salvation. Therefore, Christ wails to seo




