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India,” So, through the moral and political storms that have raged
in that region, the eye of faith seces a “ Good Hope ” for yet making
that cape as a stepping-stone and means of reaching a realm larger
than India with the gospel of God’s love. It was about the middle of
the seventeenth century, 1652, that the Dutch East India Company,
sceing what a good replenishing station the cape would make for
ships plying between Europe and the East, sent a colony of soldiers
and others there to build a fort and plant a garden, hoping, withal,
as they said, that the religious interests of the aborigines might be
thus promoted,—that the formation of said fort and garden may not
only tend to the advantage of the East India Company, but, what is
of more consaquence, may also be the means of preserving many souls
to the praise of God’s most holy name, and for the propagation of his
holy gospel,—that, by living on good terms with the natives, their
children may become useful sarvants, and, if educated in the Christian
faith, should the Almighty grant his blessing, many souls may be
brought to a knowledge of religion and saved to God. But these
ends, if ever practically sought in those early days, were soon forgot-
ten, and for two centuries left virtually out of account, though they
are now beginning to come to the front.

The infant colony went on to prosper. The natives brought them
cattle and sheep, their gardens gave them vegetables, the plains gave
them game, and the sea gave them fish, but for some years they were
subject to many trials. At first, it is said, they had to contend with
their fears, lest the wild men by day or the wild beasts by night
should attack them and their fort, and carry all by storm. They had
to contend with want; und one poor soldier was sentenced to many
blows from the butt of Lis gun for wishing the purser at the devil for
serving out penguins instead of beef and pork. They suffered from
thieves, and one poor fellow was sentenced to be flugged and put in
irons for stealing a cabbage. At times a Hottentot would walk off
with some of the cattle, or the leopards and lions would take them for
their own use. They had the scandal-monger among them, and one
of them was sentenced to ask pardon on his knees, be bored through
the tongue, and be banished three years for words spoken against
ladies of rank. The colonists were sometimes chided by the Home
Directors for want of enterprise and self-support, and told that a
country which could not grow its own corn did not deserve to be called
a colony. Then the Home Company sent out fifty young farmers, and
an equal number of maidens to aid them and others in their new
home. Next came three hundred Iuguenots, men, women and chile
dren, the salt of the earth:

‘¢ Pilgrim fathers, noblest blood of sunny France,
Broad-browed men of free-born spirit, lighted with tha eagle glince.”

Robbed of “freedom to worship Ged ” in the land of their birth :




