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India."1 So, through the moral and political storms that hiave raged
in that rogion, the oye of faithi sees a IlGood H-ope " for yet makiiig
that cape as a stepping-stone and means of reaching a realm larger
than India -%vith the gospel of God's3 love. It wvas about the middle of
the seventeenth century, 1652, that the Dutch East India Company,
seeing what a good, replenishing station the cape would make for
ships plying between Europe and the East, sent a colony of soldiers
and othors there to build a fort and plant a gardon, hoping, -%vithal,
as they said, that the religions interests of the aborigines might ho
thus promoted,-that, the formation of said fort and gardon may not
only tend to the advantage of the East India Companxy, but, wvhat is
of more cons,-queiico, may also bo the nieans of preserving many souls,
to the praîse oif God's most holy nime, and for the propagation of his
holy gospl,-that, by living on good terms with, the natives, thieir
children may become useful seýrvants, and, if educatod in the Chiristian
faith, should tho Alznighity grant bis blessing, many souls may be
brought to a knowledge of religion and saved to God. But tlie5e
ends, if ever practically souglit in thoso early days, wore soon forgot.
ton, and for two centuries loft virtually out of account, thougli tliey
are now bogtinningy to corne to the front.

The infant colonY -%vent on to, prosper. The natives brouight them
cattle and sheep, thoir gardons gave them vogetablos, the plains gave
them gamo, and the sea gave them filh, but for somne years thoy -%ore
subjoot to many trials. At first, it is said, thoy hiad to contond with
their fears, lest the wild men by day or the wild beasts by nighllt
should attack them and their fort, and carry ail by Stormn. Tliey liad
to contond wYith want; und one poor soldior was sentonced to xuany
blows from. the butt of his gun for ivishing the purser at the devil for
sorving out ponguins instead of boof and pork. Thiey sufferod from
thievos, and one0 poor follow wvas sontenced to, ho fk>ggo d ani put ini
irons for stealing a cabbago. At timos a H-ottentot would walk of£
with some of thie cattle, or the leopards and lions would take thom for
tlieir own use. They bad the scandal-monger a!nongl thom, and one
of them, was sentencedl to ask pardon on his kucos, ho borod, through,-
the tongue, and ho bauiishod throe yoars for -%vords spokoui against
ladies of rank. The colonists were somotimes chided by the Home
Directors for want of onterprise and self-support, and told tliat a
countrywhich could not <rrow its own corii did notdeserve to be calledl
a colony. Thon the '(omoe Company sent ont fifty youn g farmors, and
an equal numbor of niaidens to aid thern and othors in tlioir now
hiome. Next came tliree hundred, Huguienots, mon, womon and chil.
dron, the sait of the oarth:

<PiIgrini fathers, noblest blood of sunny Franice,
]3road-browed mon of free-born spirit, lighited with thi ongleghne'

]Rob'bedl of Il freodomn to -worship, God " iii t1ie land of thoir birth

1800.]


