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of the Church has been rung.* It must.be tung if we
do not “abey the comatand=-<if we do not obey the
commission——which has been given by our Saviour
Awm [ ut liberty to pick and clioose which of his com-
mandments | shall obey?  Supposs I proved thut |
abLeyed all the others, but violated this great command,
§ am guilty of the breach of them all.  Apply this
test, then, t> the present case; and what have the
ehurch courts dono, in obedience to this'émmand, at
home and abroad? Alas! for the last- céntury we
have heard it said, when there were no asés of dis-
cipline, no matters of party interest brotigt under
notice, that there :was no business; yet-you are
charged to preach the Gospe! to every creature, What
would be thought if the Governor Geueral of India,
and tis Council, some day, overpowered \Tv§t|| the fa-
tigue of business, resolved to enjoy a litile Icisuce,
and cast off the cares of a greatempire; and- were 10
shut themselves up in some retreai, to fiot in luxurious
indulgence, leaving the vest of-the great émpire, of
which thicic Sovereign has delegated to them the gov-
sranieny, to rush toruin?  What would you think of
those individuals who, confining their labouts to some
particylur spot, should resotve that beyorid this they
would not go, that thzy would not go to all the my-
riads of the earth——tht 10 those myriads they would
not exercise kindness, nor any thing else? I feel that
we are come (o & greater crisis of the Church When we
deal wuh this theme than when we deal with that on
whichh we: have already entered.  'We are guilty as
a Church of neglecting our commission. 1t is not
anough to say that we shall rise and icsolve to act
otherwise. We must first express our deep contrition
for our past neglect.  Why not appoint a day of na-
gionul bumilianon and fasting and prayer, that-in the
presence of Jehovah vie way pour out of a broken and
contrite heart, the confession that we, our Kkings,
princes, and priests, have done wickedness. [ do
fee) that anless we thus resolve and humble ourselves,
it is in yain that we profess our zeal for the cause. 1
do not proclaim to othess what 1 would not press upon
_guyself; and a minister may say how dare he ask his
congregizion to give what he dees not give himself?
-His tongue is hound—his heart is shut yp—he canno:
gdoit. And why should he have such scruples, know-
ing that many of lus congregation are bestowing their
fifties and hundreds of pounds on all manner of drugs
that stupify the faculues 2 Does he not refrain Lecause
he does not wish to sct an exaniple—an example
which would centainly be followed? Show me a min
ister that has set an example; have the people sat fol
lowed that example 7 Yes, universally. 1 haveknown
instances and could state them.  We must begin &
home. We darc not usk othersto do what we dare
not do ourselves.  Lct us but imitate the example of
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aur futhers, We cannot hear too much of the days of
our futhers, Weoughtto bless God that we had such
fathers; aud think it good that as an clement in the
zducation of ouf land, we have such glorious names
to animate our - energies, and to be among us as a
watchword and a trumpet sound.  Yes, when borne
down by the:anxieiies of n missjonary’s life in anothes
land, and ready to sink down into despondency, and
sealize the fechings of the exiles of old, who by the
rivers of Babylon sat and wept, yet returning home
and finding the Cloud of Witnesses, reading of their
suff rings” and tnals, I have fullen down before God,
and restrained every disinclination to enter upon my
duties, moved by the very feeling, and fieshness, and
fulness of what those men achieved, They set an
example which we ought to imitate. The direction of
Christ was—=1f a man would follow me let him de-
ny mmself.”  We are willmg to follow, but not to

eny ourselves, Guve me that which costs you some-
thing —which requires the exercise of self-denial. In
steud of £6000, we should have £600,000. Yes,
this may be maked down as some Braluninical ex-
travagance of the East. I say, if we imitate our
fathers, it will not be an extravagance, but a sober
trath.  Let otheis do what they plense ; let them talk
fuudly and boast of 1he deeds of their futhers O,
if we had the thousands which some men here pos-
sess, flowing into the Christan treasury ! If the Lord
will, my unaliered and unahterable purpose is, to re-
turn to the scene of my former labours.  In adhering
so determinadly 1o this resolution, I am not unaware
of the miscoastruction and uncharitable insinuations
to wihich, in certain quarters, my conduct has been
subjected. Now, though in myself 1 feel and confess
that I am nothing, yea, “lessthan nothing, and vani-
1y," I musy, for ihe sake of “mngnifying my office,”
e permitted to assers and vindicate the jntegrity of
ny acting motives. I would return to the land of my
adoption, not because, in the gross and carnalising
judgment of some worldings, 1 could not do better at
nome. No: of the earnest and reiterated entreaties of
friends, 1f the most alturing offers on the part of some
of * the mighty and the noble,” of the most templing
wvitattons o spheres of honour and responsibility,
from not & few of the Chrisuan people of this land,
could have availed aught, T anglt, in the low, vulgar,
and drivelling sense of the expression, have done
better a1 home. 1 would go, not from the restless
spint of wild, roving adventure.  If the anjmating
principle had flown from that seurce, sure enough it
ougit by this ume to have been cured, in the case of
ane who twice suficred shipwreck, barely escaping
with lifee—who, more than once, was well nigh foun-
dered anmnd the gules and hurricenes of the deep—and
who was thrice brought to the vay brink of the grave
by the noxious influence of an unfricndly clime. 1
would go, not from any exagaerated estimate or am-
Luious longings aficr the pomp and luxurics of the
East, No. Dire experience constrains me to say, that,

for the enjoyment of real personal comfort, 1 would



