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"la it not unquestionably the prolifie source of' mucli of the social crime
and moral degradation wvhich our police courts daily disclose, and which
crowd the celis of our prisons and penitentiari-'ý?

"Docs it noV iincrease and aggravate to a feu.-fui extent Sabbath desecra-
tion, neglect of gospel ordinances, open .profanity and gross immiorality of
every kindl

"Docs il) not hinder the prosecution of cvcry good work, retard the
spread of the gospel, and cast a deadly bliglit upon the cultivation of home
piety, by squandering the mneans, quenching the zeal, and crippling the
energies of xuany a professed iiîeiiiber of' our christian congrcgations--by
closing, the bible, shutting Llie eluset, and deniolishing- the flimily altar in
rniany a wretecd home, anid by pr*senting a sorious and oft-tiimes a fatal
stunihling-block, in the way of miany an anxious enquirer ?

"If these thiings arc se bretlhre,-and tiley are too painfuily patent
truthis to be denied-what is our obvious dut.y? Is it not to put florth a
united, consistent, and scriptural effort to arrebt and reiliove this mighty
evil-to atternpt to deliver, a,ý wull as to conipassionate those who are
already enthralled by this ducuitful and destructive vice, to remove tempta-
tion from the pathiway of theu young and unwary, and conscientiously to,
clear our skirts of the blood of our brethiren ?

"And, in order cflèctually to acconiplibli this, oughit we not, if' need be,
as followers of Ililil whio gave hiiself' fbr us, cheerfully to inake any sacri-
fice, cither of interest or enjoynient? A ligh aut}îority lias said, " It is
good neithier to, caL flesh, nor to drink, Wine, nor anything whereby thy
brother stumbleth. or is offended, or is iade weak.'

"Allow us, tiierefore, carnestly to pr*is upun your consideration, the
principles, and cordially to cornmend to s ou, the practîce of tofta1 abkztinence
fromn ail that cani intoxicate; and also to stiý,gýest, that in every suitable
way you discountenance the drinking usages of societ% , and, on the con-
trary, encourage the principles of the stricteat sobriet.y.

Finally, brethiren, whatsoever things are truec ivhatsoever thinga, are
honest, ihatsoever things arc juste whathoever tings are pure, whatsoever
Lhrngs arc lovcly, whatsoevcr things are of good report, if there bo any
virtue, and if there be any praise, thirîk on those things, and the peace cof
God, which passetli ail understanding, blhal kcep your hocarts and minds
through Christ Josus.' X.
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