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for tha education of the female poor, of convents
of the Sisters of Merey, for the relief of the Irish
poor, and of schools of the Christian Brotherhood.
Nows, it is to check those and such similar institu-
tions, that the Charitabie Bequests Bill has been
passed. Twelve Comuissioners have been created
—seven Protestants and five Catholies. Some of
those must have salaries; a house must be rented
for them; they must have a salaried solicitor, and
advising lawyey, clerks, &e. The stafl expenses,
aw proceedings, &c., will probably consume one-
third of the sum left for charitable puiposes, while,
many bequests will be pronounced invelid. Thesei
are a few of the motives which shoaid indues us to
oppose this bill. How can wedoso? Xy re
questing of our Bisheps to convene meetings of
their respective diocescs in order to tabe s bill
into consideration. Thig proceeding on our part
cannot be offensive to the Bishops, as the bill does
not extensively affect themselves. We should
also in our several parishes get petitions signed
against it. ‘The hanest, talented Catholic press ef
tretand will lend us its utmos: aid, and thus 2 bill
more insidious and more fatal than the detested
Velo itself, will be rendered harmless.
I remain, Rev. Brethren,
Your humble Servant,
A Croxxe Cargonic Priest.”

P

THE CHIMES.
A SOMG, RASFXCYPTLLY DEDICATID TO CHARLES DICREXS, B8Q.,
BY J. E. CARPEXNTER.
(FOR THE TABLET)

‘The chimes, the chimes, the joyous chimes,

Thst had their bisth in good old times ;

That bigh in the steeple, to andfro,

Have hung and swung since—long age |

When Mass was snd, and prayers wero read,

Which incenze wafted bigh o'er head ;

Thoes by-nast days when, history tells,

‘T'ho people loved their sweet Church bells.
Ring loud and long, yo jopous chimes,
Aand tell me tales of th good old Limea,

The caimes, the chimes, the Christmas chimes!

They ring as erst in olden times ;

But ah ! for follies thar rolo the day,

A werld of truth has passed away !

An age of faith when moen wers good,

And sunple, honest dealing, stood ;

Thoso days live bat in dreamy rhymes,

Aad in tho sacred Christmas chimes.
Ring loud and Jong, ye joyouschimes,
And tall mo of good old Christmas times,

The chimes, the chimes, the Now Year's chimes,

That rung the old year out oft'times ;

They joyously fell, in tones of mirth,

That Time has givea g year to easth;

8o, what if the past bo grey and hoar ?

ifsad, he can sotrow us then no more !

Yor wo hope and irust in botter tiracs,

Whon wo hear the joyous New Yearachimes.
Ring lond and leng, vo glorious chimas,
And tring back $omi0 of tho good ofd times,

Tacmington Spa.

{From the Tablet)

Mone “Inxovarion.”-—A petition has been pre-
pared for presentation to the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, signed by the Duks of Sutherland, the Earl
of Denbigh, the Earl of Gainsborough, Viscount
Sandon, M.P., Viscount Morpeth. M.P., Lord Cai-
thorpe, Lord Rayleigh, Lord Teignmouth, Lord
Bloomfield, Lord Francis Egerton, M.P, Lord
Henry Cholmandeley, lord Ashley, MP., Lord
Robert Grosvenor, M.T., Lord Boward, M.P., Hon.
Wm. Cowper, M.P., Hon. Wm. Ashley, Hon.F.
Calthorpe, Hon. Col. Uptun, Hon. Joceline Wm.
Percey, Hon. Captain Waldgrave, Sir 1 nos, parmg,
Bart., Sir T. Lawley, Bait., Sir Harry Verney, Bart.,,
Sir John Kennaway, Bart., Sir W. Farquhar, Bart,,
J. C. Colquhon, Esq., M.P., M. R. M. Milnes, M.E.
We extract the following :~~ Fisst, the clergy,
must be increased in number; and, secondly, pro-
vision must be made for.a mor~ systematic empley-
ment of laymen in the exercis of {unctions which
do not belong exclusively to the clergy. In the
attainment of these objects we would respectfully
request your grace, and the other members of tho
episcopal bench, to iake into your consideration,
Fust. The expediency of increasing largely the
mmber of the third order of our clergy—the
deacons ; and we venture to suggest that this may
be effected by admitting, on such condition a8 will
maintain the order and disciplne of our Church,

4 persons who have not the means of proceeding to an -

university degree, but who are found edmpetently
trained for the service of the sanctusry; this ad-
varcement to the higher order of the Ministry being
made contingent upon a faithful discharge, during
a lenghtened period, of the office of a deacon; or
upon such other circumstances as your grace and
the other wembers of the episcopal bench may think
fit. Secondly, The propriety of sanctioning and
encoutaging the employment of a class of laymen,
who, without altogether abandoning their waorldly
callings, might be set apart, under episcopal autho-
rity, 1o act as visitors of the sick, Secripture readers,
catechists, and the like, in parishes where their
wntraduction should be approved by the parochial
clergy. The system of district visiting, and the
appointment of lay Scripture readers under clesical
superintendenee, have alrcady been adopted, we
believe with much success, in many populous parish-
es; but the present state of society requires that
both these means of usefulness should be greatly
extended, and brought into more immediate connee-
tion with our ecclesiastical arrangements, for we are
fully persuaded that the wrus strength of sur Church
can never be completely known until, by some such
means, her lay members are enabled under, direct
sapction snd control, to take part in the discharge
of all those which gre not by her constitution res-
tricted to the three orders of the Ministry. To the
pecessary ford {(which would be admiaistered by a
board, made up by a well-considered union of the
clergy end laity) contr butions may, we heve litlle



