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coies mystified by the use of several naines to desig-
nate onie and the saine place.

The director of the Geological Survey Departmîent
of Canada desires il to be made known that a "Pre-
liiiiiniary Report on the RDssland Iistrict" has been
prepared by 'ir. ÎR. W. l1rock of the Survey, that it
is now in the printer's hands and that it wiil. as soon
as possible. be despatched. free of cost. to any bona
Iide applicait in the Rossland district. who seilds lis
namie aMd address to the librarian of the Departmîent.
.\ fu!l report. bv 'Ir. l1rock. is heing prepared and vill
be put througli the press as sooi as the maps and
plans are received fromt the engraver. 'flie Prelin-
iniary Report. ncamvbile. contains a large amoiiit
of useful information. It deals vith the origin of the
tire deposits. and vith the chances of their vaiue iii
depth. and it discusses the probabilities of otier de-
posits being found outside the area now heing mined.
It relates the iethods nlow being eiployed, or pro-
posed. and touches lightly on the question of costs
and profits. All these subjects will lie dealt witlh more
iiilly iii the hulletin non\ being prepared: but it has
hen deeied advisable toi publisi the preselt Prelin-
inary Report to meet the wishes oi the Rossland min-

ng public, who do not care tu wait until the iaps and
plans can be engraved.

'hIle \':fncouver Province states that the Old sielter
building. occupying the site of 1. Burns & Co.'s ncw
abattoir, has been burned, as the cost of dismantling
.t would have been munch greater. The following,
fron Bulletin No. 19. Mining in Brilish Columbia,
brietlv tells of the sielter. the last of which has now
been seen: "*Te first snelter crected in the Coast
section of British Columbia vas that built at Vancou-
ver. but this can hardly be regarded as having been
seriously intended for the reduction of ores. as there
was not a single mine in Britisli Coluimbia at that
time sufficiently developed to warrant it. In fact lode
mining- was its muere infancy, anid. apparently. the
lead mine at Field. whicli vas never worked since,
was depended lupon for the supply of ore. The Field
mine las alnost been forgotten. Thie inîside history
of the smelher at Vancouver miay never ie written:
but. whatever ils real purpose, the fact remnains that
it was not long operated. if at all. Tt was supplied
with a 75-ton lcad stack, which ecventuallv. in 1900,
wvas remîoved to Vain Aida. Texada Tsland. and tlere
altered and used for copper.ore smelting."

.\ccording to a Hamilton. Ontario. despatch latel\
pulblislied in the Toronto Globe. "arranîgciiiemets have
becn coml)!ete(l for the location in the Hoepincr Re-
fining Co's buildings at Hlamilton of the first silver re-
finerv iii Canada." Hanilton is a littile astrav on this
point. Tie first lead, silver and gold refininîg on a comn-
iercial scale ii Canada vas donc at the Caiadian

Sneltinig Works. Trail. British Columbia. at vliiclh
works the first refined !cad was produced iii January.
1902. the silver refinerv at '[rail was built in 1903,
and the first coisignment of refined silver and refined

gol( was shipped from Trail in October of thai year.
Doubtless a silver refinerv at Hamilton would find
plety of iaterial in Cobalt ores for the extraction
ani(l refining of silver, but wiether il be establislied
soon or late. the credit and distinction of laving es-
tablislied and maintaiiied in operation the first silver
refinery iii Canada muînst remain vith I Britisli Coluii-
bia, in which province the Canadian Smnehing Works
is prodicing au average of about $0.ooo worth
(gross valle) of ietal daily. of wiich $4.000 is silver,
representinig a production of that imetal aloie at the
rate of iiearly $î ,500.000 per year. viti a prospect
of a larger production following an increase of the
capacity'of the relinery nov contemplated.

In sipporting the extensive imovemient for the cre-
ation of a Departmîent of Milies ald Nîiining il tIe
l'nited States a widelv circulated mining newspaper
observe.: "With a Departienit of Ilines and lin-
ing. there would be a tendancv to not onlv furtlier the
iiterests of the industry. but there wou1(i also be a
lesire to nake the corporation a better. safer. more
cnduring inist itution."' .-l>propos of the like endeavour
to have a Dominion Departmnent oi Mlnes in Canada.
the Ne!soi Dailv .aes sav': le formation and sub-
selueit mlanagenent of this iew' departmîent natur-
ally conceriis lritislh Columîîbianîs more than the resi-
dents of all the other provinces of the Dominion,
silice admittedly. Britislh Columbia is and will reiain
hic hanner ining province of Canada. Revond the
fact that a Federal Departient of 'Mines wvould be
created this session little or nothing lias been given
out ly hIle autlhorities ar Ottawa but it is conlidently
expected tiat the inw departmient will be thoroughly
up to date in every way and that a competent staff
wil] lie eipfloyed. Mlining meni hardly realise ont
here what the liew' departure neans to the inidustry
aud all who are comiected direct!v or indirectly with
il. Tie lail. .Xc'ws believes that \vith Hon. W. Tei-
pleman at ils head the Federal Departmîent of Mines
wvill prove of immense value to the iidustrv in Iis
Province.

In the course of his address. ai the anmnal meeting
(f sharcholders in the Banîk of Britislh Nortli Aminerica
leld iii London on 6tl inst.. the cliairmian of the bank
dwelt at considerable lengith on business conditions in
Canada during thme past year. and paid particular
attention to British Columbia and the Yukon, Con-
eeriig mining he said: "Inmining iii British Co-
Iumbia the approximîîate estiiate of the iiineral pro-
diction for 1905. sent over in anticipation of the full
returns. gives a total of $21.403,000: these figurcs
show an increase of more than two million dollars
tover the value of the output of 1904-a difference
wliclh is largely accouited for by the ligl price rul-
iMg il 1904. whicl has stimitulated production of the
great copper mines of the Boindary district. lin the
Yukoin a further decline in the output of gold bas
to be noticed. The Governieit figures. calculating
gold at $15 per oz.. show a total export of $7,1.oooo
vhich is more thani $2,ooo.ooo less than the output for


