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THE COCOMMERCIAL

“For Manitoba and Canada not so good as
for Africa or tho dtates.  Alriva is the point,
apparently, just at present. People in Foglaud
have a rooted idea which they gather from pio-
tures and Christmas cards and othor tnfles
that Canade \s an invariably cold couatry, I
think our fio\d fur immigration lies to the
suuth of us. Instead of spending meney in
bringing over » fow people from Eogland it
would bo vastly better to bring in from the
States peoplo who understand our climate,
have not far to come, and cap, if satisfied,
bring over numbers of their friendsin a very
short time. In the States we have tho numbers
to work on, with whom it would only be a
question of moviug a little further north to
better their condition.”

The potat we wish to refor to mcre particn
larly is that regardiog immigration from the
Uaoited States.  Here is a long neglected field
which Uanada is only beginning to realize tho
valueof. Formerly no effort was mado to at
tract immigreation from the States, while that
country in past years has hid a considerable
attraction for Canadiaus of a roving disposi
tion.  During the last year or two, however,
some attention has been given tu the States
with very satisfactory results, for a beginning.
While there has been a great decrcase in
immigration from Great Britain this year,
thero has besn a corresponding increase from
the United States. Oaly a start, however, has
beenmade. The field to the south is an immoase
one, and if it is properly handled we should
in a few years have a vast annual ioflux of good
immigrants, Among a population of over sixty
millions, many of whom are ready to move if it
can be shown that it is to their advautage to
do so, there 15 ample room for eflective work.
This is & kind of annexation which would be
more pleasing to Canadians than the other
views of annexation sometimes talked of. We
have no fear vat that immigrants from the ro
public would speedily become useful and loyal
citizens of the Dominion. The possibility that
they would in time create a diversion in favorof
s chapge in our political status, need not be
taken into serious considetation. Better ac-
quaintance with our system of government,
would educate them to appreciate its advant-
ages and its superiority over the system under
which they had formerly lived, and they would
soon become Canadianized in spirit and senti-

ment.
This looking to the south for population does

not necessarily mean the disparsgement of
British immigration. As Mr. Austin points
out, however, it is a difficult and expensive
undertaking to secure British immigrants,
while on the other hand we have a vast
field, heretofore  neglected, right at
our door. Moreover, the people to the south
would have fewer prejudices to overcome, as
regsrds notions of climate, etc., than app:ars
to prevail in Great Britaiu. We have
certainly veceived some splendid settlers
from Great Britaio, but it is ditficult to
sccure the class we want, namely; agricultural
gettlers. Too many of those who have come
from England have not been of the class best
suited to this country. In the United States
it would be easier to make it understood what
class of people would be suitable for this coun-
try, us the people generally have a better idea
as to what is required in a unew agricultural
coantry. Their knowledge of farming is such
as is also mora suitable to this country.

The faot that thero is a vast population in
the United States ready to move, was indicated
by the great rush to cooupy tie Oklahoma ter
ritory, which was thrown upen for settloment
last year, This torritory was filled up at once
with peoplo who wero anxious to take up land.
Unly thws wook a despatoh trom VWashiag.
ton stated that there were about o
quarter of a million to 300,000 white
sctelers illegally located in Indian territory,
principally agricultural settlers. Thoe questivn
which is disturbing the Washington authorities
is what to do with those people. They have
no right in the Iudian territory, and canoot
become owners of the land which they aro
workiog, anod which they have illogslly taken
possessivn of. Their property aad inprove
mentsare liable to confiscation at any time, and
they cannit orginiz» muaicip\ goverameat,
schocls, or enjy aay privilegas of cit'zwnship

Tho fact is, the public domain in the United
States has become exhausied, or at least that
portion of it which is fit for settlement.
There are some arid and desert lanis in the
west which are tolally unfit for settloment,
but these canuot bo taken into consideration
Hence it is that Iadian reservations have
besn overrun in the huat for laand, and
which has led people into the foolish custom
of improving lands and building up a proper
ty which is liable to be confiscated at any
moment. Even the semni desert lands of the
west have been dotted with settlers who are
engaged in a desperate struggle againat uature
to make a living out of the arid seil. Al
this indicates how quic.ly the rich prairie
regions of Canada could ue popalated, if this
surgiog tide of humanity huntiug for agricul-
tural homes could ba turned in tais direction.

While reforring to the question of immigra-
tion, reference may be made to the valuable
class of settlers we are receiving from Ger-
wany, ot Germans from Russia. The Germaus
are showing themnselv.s about the most suc
cessful settlers we have had in this country,
and we should exert oursclves to secure all we
can of them. The Ssandinavians alao include
many who make excellent settlars,

THE ASSINIBOINE WATER, POWER.

The Assiniboine river water pawer question
18 again to thefore. At the last regular weskly
meeting of the Winnipeg city council, two
proposals for the construction of this work
were discussed. One plan, which was made
public a few weeks ago, is presented by Mr.
Kirby. The other is a naw plan for construct
ing the work. This was presented by the firm
of Wade & Whealler, on behalf of certain par-
ties whose names havs not been divulzed. The
applicants propose to do the necessary work
for the purpose of utilizing the water-power of
the Assiniboine river at Wianip.g, in ao-
cordance with the charter now held by
the city, from the Dominion, the
work to be completed within the timeo
specified in the charter. They want the city
to rent or guarantes the rent of sufficient horse
power at 20 per annum to pay three per cent.
on the coat of the woirk, but not to exceed the
sum of $450,000. They ¢1s0 ask tax exemptitn,

The city, under this agreement, wounld aspign:

itscharter to a company to be tormed by’ tho

applicants. The oity would have the right to
purchase the works at the ond of 235 years at
cost price, ot at tho vad of 30 years the works
would be handoel over to the city free of cost,
Tho spplicants assert their willingaess tv con

stcuct a canal from the Aesiniboine river to
Liake Maaitwba, if it is found desirable to du au
to inoreaso tho water power. They furiher
offer to make a deposit of $5,000 as a guaran

too of the completion of the works within
the timo spooified.

Whilo the valuo of this water powar Is «o
great that it would not be advisable for the
city to acoept any plan which might bo offer.
ed for the construotion of tho work, it would
certainly bo botter to accept any reasonabl;
proposal, even if not yuite as favoralle as
could bo desired, io preference to allowing
this groat source of wealih to contiouo to run
to waste, The atilizativa of tho Assinibvice
wator power would certainly be a splendid
thing for the city of Wionipeg, and it
would aid greatly in the advance.
ment of the city, pariicularly o
the direction of manufactures, We have
ou® a labor populaticn almust i, advaace !
the ordinary requirements of the city. The
high rate of wages which formerly prevailed
here has now reashed a point where it would
bo profitable to carry on manufacturiog indua
tries, other thiugs being equal. The maia
thing that is now neoded is the utilization of
the water power. Tihe present time would
seem to offer sp:cial advantages for carryiog
out the work, as with the general deprassion
aud low prices which prevail in the Ugited
States and elsewhere, both labor and supplies
canbe obtained at abnormally low values. Thus
it seoms probable that the works could be con
structed more cheaply now than they could
have beon in any past year, and perhaps at a
less cost than would be necessary for a few
years in the fature,

Every day that this water power is allowe!
to run to waste, increases the loss to the city
Taking this view of the case, it would seem
betlec even to make some sacrifices to secure
the immediate construction of the works, more
especially as tho time eeems now so propitious
for the carrying out of the undertaking, Itis
therefore to be hoped that something practical
will speedily result from the present proposale
to undertake the enterprise.

THE INSGLVENCY ACT IN HMANITOBA,

There is one feature of the propoied Domin-
ion Insolvency act which has been overlooked.
This is in relation to the effect the act would
have in Manitoba uader the preseat proviacial
exemption law. The Dominion act provides
that farmers shall cone under the Dbill the
same as traders. We do not know that any
particular chjection cau be urged to this pro.
vision on general principles, though we do unt
believe that under ordinary circumstances the
farmers would take advantage of the act to
any considerable exteat, Very few farmers,
we beliove, would willingly make an assiga-
ment and abandon their estate to their credi
tors. Tho original wordiag of the act madea
distinction between farmers and traders. It
provided that farmors could make a voluntary
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