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A potition has been presented to the Muani-
toba Legislature praying for the appointment
of a commictee to inquire into the taxation of
vacant lands in rural municipalities, with a
view to making the taxes more equitable, At
jresent vacant lands ave taxed the full value of
cultivated fars in mavy districts,
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The Protestant ministers of British Columbia
aro preaching against tho Protestant Protec-
tive Astociation, warning their tongregativns
to have rothing to do with the association.
Rev. Mr MoLaren, & Vancouver clergyman, is
.cported to havosaid that *a msu s conotry
should bo considered above his creed. They
wore living in pesce with their Romsn Catho-
lic brethren, whom they respected as worthy
citizaas, and he hoped no hot-headed enthu-
siasts would introduce such a calamity as the
Protestunt Protective Association in British
Columbia.” The tamo mny be said of all
Westera Conadn, Thero is uothing for the or-
dor to do herg, beyond the creation of ill feel-
ing amorg neighlora who should be at ptace
with each other. It is te bo hoped the associ-
ation will not gain a foothold anywhere in the
West.

According to reports, the tawas up the Red
River in Minnesota acrd Dakota are suffering
from n most alarming outbreak of typhoid fever,
which it is said hoa been traced to the water of
the Red Leberiver, which einpties into the Red
river at Grand Forks. An analysis of the water
was made, it {s said, at one of the governmeont,
laboratories with the result that the water was
found to be reeking with fever germs, For-
tunately Winnipeg does not depend upon the
Red river for water, our water supply beiog
taken from the Assioiboine rivor, so that there
is no immediate cause for alarm here. It has
been stated that fever at Crookston, which
discharges its sewago into the Red Lake
river, has caused the contamination of the
Red river, and it is a matter of great
importance to Manitoba, as many per-
rons draw their water supply from the river.
The iacident should increase attention to the
question of the water supply of Winuipeg.
While the Assiniboine has no connection with
the Red river, beyond the fact that it empties
into the latter river at Winonipeg, the cause
which has led to the contamination of the
Red, may produce the same condition in
the watera of the Assini%oine at some
futuwie date. The 1atter should thers-
fore be looked in%o carefully by the proper
autborities, Our present water supply is not
gatisfactory, for several reasoans, but how to
jmprove it is an open question.

TaLk about havd times becomes chronic
occasionally, withcut any reason forit. The
most of the talk one hears about hard times in
Winnipeg this winter is really sound and noth-
ing more, Some one—perhaps one who is a lit.
tle slow in his paymenis—talhs gloumily about
hard timee, and his stosy is repeated by others
who become sympathetically affected thereby.
Many men who are io a position to speak with
authority, state that they cannot see any ma-
terial differenco between this and average sea-
t028, Some wholesale houses report payments
up to the average. Tho city tax collector

states that payments of taxes have been good,
and the amount paid in considerably ahead of
last year. Over 2300,0C0 has been paid into
tho city treasury in taxes during the past few
weeke, Probably the talk about hard times
has been brought about to a considerahlo ox-
tent by reading {n the pspersabout the depres.
slon in the United Statea and elsewhero,  Peo-
ple have read theso reports until they began to
fancy they.felt them, orat least expected to feel
them in their own business, and from «xpecta.
tion to fancied rvealization is not a long stride
sometimes. The moro pessimistically inclined,
or thosa who aroe always lookirg fur an excuse
to put on p poor mouth, have read the reports
until they began toapply the tslk of hard times
to themselves, whilo tome have repcated,
parrot-like, what they heard from others, and
thus the idea has become chrouic with many,
While somo people in Winnipeg ay tind cash
a littlo closer than usual, undoubtedly the most
of tho talk about hard times has beon brought
about in the way described.

Torouto Live Stock Market.

Butcher’s Cattle—At Toronto on Tueaday
offerings were rather more than the market re-
quired, and though there was fairly good buy-
iug, thera wero a good many left unsold at the
olose of the day. Prices were a shade off.
The range was from 22 to 3¢ for inferior to
medium; 3 to 3fe for madiom to good; 3¢ to
33 for good to cnoice, and the price for extra
choice picked cattle was 3fs. Several buils
gée;%aold for shipment east at from $2.30 to

Stockers—There was some enquiry for stock.
ere, Ono lot of 6, aversging 1,025 ibs, sold at
3%c, and another lot of 10, averaging 1,080 lbs,
sold at 3tc. A Luyer isin the market to buy
half a dezean loads of stockers which will aver-
aga not less than 1,100 lbs, For this sort from
$3 40 to 3.50 would probably be paid.

Hogs—Prices ranged from $5to 5.25, weighed
off car, for long lean hogs weighing from 140 to
200 1bs each. This sort is in demand for the
maaufacturs of bacon for the Eoglish market,
and command from §0 to 75¢ per cwt over the
general run, Heavy fat hogs werein poor de-
mand at lower prices, $1.50 t04.80 being paid
to-day, weighed off car. Stores and mixed
lots told at an average of $1.75; rough sows at
$4 to 1.25, and stags at §3 to 3.50.

Sheep and Lambs—A bunch of cull Jambs
which have been in the market since last week,
offered at §1.50 per head, with no buyers.
Ehe;p were dull and easy at $3.75 to 4.00 a

ead.

Tn the cuprems court Judge Tait hos given
judgment declaring the Quebec provincial com.
mercial traders’ tax perfectly coustitutional.

W. F. Henderson & Co., Msnitoba and west-
ern agents of the Teuro Condensed Milk and
Canning Co., Truro, Nova Scotia, manufactur-
ers of the celebrated Reindeer brands of con-
densed milk, coffee and milk, cocoaard milk and
condernsed tea, have submitted for examination
and testing samples of & new preparation which
thoy are introducing to the trade of this coun-
try. Itisa pure cream prepared from cow’s
milk, of unsurpassed richuess, and reduced to
cream by evaporation. The milk first being
thoroughly steril'zed, is o guarantee that the
cream is absolutely pure. and as a food for in.
fants itis unsurpassed. A teaspoonful of evap-.
orated cream is sufficient for a cup of coffce or
chocolate.  All Wionipeg wholesale grocers
bave the cream for sale. The condsnsed coffee
put up by the same compauvy, is an ever ready
preparation, ard makes a delicious cup of coffee,

far superior to the decootion generally.offered’

as coflee in many eating houses,

THE SITUATION.

WinxirEq, SATURDAY AFTERY0ON, Fab, 3.
The Quiet season continues in about all mer-
cantile lines, and it ic too gquy in tho year yot
to look for a liveniag up ia business generally..
In hardware, paints, lumber and such lines
there is p-actically nothing doing yet. The
weather, though somowhat changeable, haa
been gonerally favorable, with n moderate av.
erage temperature. There is more talk than
wrusal about hard times and scarocity of monoy,
bue thero is probably a great deal moro talk
than reality in this, that is, when the present
is compared with past scacons. This is the
dull season of the yoar, it must boromembered,
and a little closeness is to be expected. The
outlook, however, is not unfavorable, but
rother tho contrary. Thero isa larger utea of
land than usual ready for crop in the spring,
and morketings 6f farm produce, outside of
grain, have been larger than usual, the quan.
tity of butter, eggs, meats, etc., beingin excess
of former years,which indicatesthat tho farmers
are makiog steady progress. An unuwual thing
for this time of year is the shipment of soveral
car lots of cattle cast.  City taxes havo been
well Faid in, the collections being larger'to
date than in other years, which does not indi-
cate a greatiourcity of money. Tax payments
have been considerably over §300,000.  Work
is atill goiog on in the woods getting out saw
logs aud cord wood, and quite a large
force of men are employed in thia
way. In the Lake of the Woods district,
the number of mea in the woods is less than in
“.cmer years, aud the lumber cut wiil be smaller,
It is too early yet to look for the beginning of
the spriog immigration, though a fow * early
Lirds” have already arrived. Prospects are
ugcertain as to the outlook for immigration,
but the opinion is that it will not be heavy.
Quno of the latest memoriala to the Federal
Goveroment upon the tinff issue, is said to
be from certain millers, atking that
the duty on <our bo not cohanged. The new
tariff measure before the United States Con.
grees provides for the frev admission of- bread-
stuffs from coun’cies which admit similar prod.
ucts from the United States free of duty. If
Canada is to havean open market in the United
States for wheat, otc., we will thereforo have
to take our duty off flour., Western farmers
will demand that the opportuaity of shipping
wheat to the United States free of duty be
taken advautage of, and Western grain
shippers, who now experience much diffi-
culty with the customs regulations, in export.
ing in boud through the United States, will
atro be in favor of the reciprocation of the
offer for freo breadstuffs. The millers, if they
stand for the duty on flour, will have the op-
position of the farmers and grain exporters.
Some millers, however, will no doubt favor
the removal of the duty, as they will bo able
to compete with their product in eastein
United States markets. The fioancial diffi.
culties of o leading Ontario implement manu.
facturing concern is interestirg at the mo.
ment, in connection with the agitation fer
free trade in implements.

Ia 1ailway matters the most impoartant item
here is the agreement made bebween tha Gread
Northern, the Northern Pacific and the Cana-
dian Pacitic now wmade public;, under
which rate wars between these Pacific roads is
at au end, 8o long as the alliance remainsin
effect; but either of the parties may terminate
the agreement by giving three months’ notice.
All parties consenting, the contract is to be
renewed at the end of one year. Both the
Great Northern and the Canadian Pacific
will have through lines between their eastern
terminals ard Tacomn and Portland in convee-
tion with the Northern Pacific, and finally the
Northern Pacific will have a through line over
the Great Northern coast lines and Canadian
Pacifi¢ to and- from Vancouver. Under thig



