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F. W. Ward, of Sydney, New South Wales,
representative of the owners of the new Cana
dinn Australian lino of steamships, held a
second conferenco with the Council of the
Britaih Columbia Bowrd of Trade, of Victoria,
yesterduy mocoing, and discussed with Presi-
dent T. R. Hall and members prosent the pssi
bilities of trade between the Dominion and
_ especially the Province, and the great Austra-
lian colonies.  The meoting was oponed by an
informal talk about tariffs, ctc., in the course
of which Robort Ward drew atteation to a
statement which he had heard, that the general
sgents of tho Austral a1 culonies i Eoglanl
did not devote 80 much coasileration as they
might to the question of interchange of pro.
duots between tne various colonies of the Km
pire in different parts of the world.

F. W. Ward, to whom tho statement was
credited, wished it underetood that he had no
fault to find with the man who filled tho pasi
tions. It was the system that was to blame for
the omission, but ho loped as tima went on
this would be remedied. Continuing. ho took
up the prospective advantages of the new lin-,
dealiog tirsc with tho question of poatal service.
Possibly before very loog, he thought, there
might bo & movement to give even a quicker
service in the present form. Just now the
great English mail from Australia goes home
by way of the Suez Canal, but the cootract
under which this is carricd will oypire at the
end of next year, by which time it mighy be
possible to have arrangements made to cacry it
vin Canada. At present Suuth Q 1eensinad
might send her miil via Caoads, but under
present arrangements it was too much to ex
pect the whole of it would come this way.
New South \Vales, Victoria and South Aus.
tralia could be served quicker by the Suez
route than by the Cinadinu as it was now oper-
ated. These colonies have a reliahls servics
once a week which they are not likely to
abandon unless a bett-r one were assured. Ja
dealing with this matter he compaved the time
m which mails are now carried with that made
by the Miowera.  From New South Wales to
London via San Francisco was forty days or
five days slower than the time made by the
Miowera. From Queencland to Loudon via
San Francisco was forty two days, or seven
days slower than the Miowera's time. From
South Australia to Loadon via San Francisco
was forcy three days, or eight days slower than
the Miowera. From Vic.oria (Aust aiis) the
time to London was forty oae days, o: six
slower than by the Miowera, so that the new
service, startiog with all 1ts disadvantages,
had an unquestionably better record thaun
the San Prancisco line, which had becn
ruoping for years. The great mail serv.
ice from Austcalia to Loidon was how-
ever, from Adeliside via the Suez Canal, the
time from New South \Wales beinyg 363 days, sc
that the mul by tha Miowera beat evea this by
aday and a half. From Q1eeasland via Suez
was 38 days, aud fron Victoria (Australia) 33
days, the litter being ons day quicker than Ly
the Miowers, as there would be a day lost in
transit besween Victiria and Syd aey by traia,
The time fro n Tasmaaia via Suez was 37 days,
which would be the vame practically as by the
Miowera. The only portion of Austialiy with
which it would be hard to compect: would be
South Australia, which was 1,000 miles away
from Sydnoy. 'Y'he San Franuvise)r service was
thus, by the first trip of the aew Cioaliaul ine,
put right out of the question so far as mail
carrying possibilitics were concerned. If,how-
ever, thero were a regalac weckly lioe, threugh
sympathic territory, sad pushed by Caoadinus
and everyouoe else intsarested, there was no rea.
son why a much faster service could not be
bad, regularly once a woek, between Sydney

and London, with which the old Suez canal
routo could not competeat all. e thought it
quite likely that Canada would take every op-
portunity to push her claims in this respeot,
aod had no doubt British Columbia would do
the sane. The San Francisco sorvice was now
working under aa agrogment that woull ex-
pire in November of this year, but for various
reasons he did not think Now Z:aland and the
Unitod States would coaten. to let this lino
drop, o that it might bo counsiderad still o
compotitor s far ay feeight was cunseroed. TI¢
o weekly mall servico wore given Sydney and
Canada. he did not sco any reason why there
should notho a weekly mail express from Van.
couver to Now York or the Atlantic terminus,
ac that wiih fast time from Vancouver ta Lon
don, mails might be landed at home ten days
from Vancouver, and in this event tho Suoz
Canal route would stand no show at a'l in com
petit on, no matter how fast tha steamers thoy
shoull put on woull be,

Then, a3 to the Pacific cable. At the annual
conference of the postmasters genersl of the
Austrsliau colonies, held at Brisbane this year,
the project of a cablo had been discussed and
approved of. At present thore wasa French
compauy building a cable line to the Froach
settloment of Now Caledonia, but he did not
think theao was the smallest chance of this
line, or auy other, being built to Honolulu and
San Franciseo unless the United States Govern-
ment pat up all the money and took all the
risk. The Australian idea was a British cable
touchinz oun no points save those controlled by
the British, and landing only on British soil,
80 that it coul l always e assurad to t.cm as
an alternative route. As at presont situated,
Australia was always in a great funk when any.
thiog should happen to the cable, for the people
down in the South Sea colonies did not koow
whether some nation had declased war against
Eagland uad the enemy had cut the cabie, or
what was the matter. The result was that, at
enormous expense, the cities of Sydnoy, Bris.
bane, ete., had beon fortified, so that for a
timo, at least, they could stand? off the enemy.
But with a cable to Canada all fears would be
removed, and the convenience and safety
would be immenso.

Another matter Mr. Ward discussad was
the new line as a tourist route. At pregent
the general impression was that for only several
months ia the year wa4 it safe or pleasant for
Australians tu travel ting way, but he hopad
British Columbia Board of Trade and otner
similar organizitions would assist in disabusing
their minds of this idea. For his own part, he
woul 1 do all in his power to induce travel here
at all geasons of the year, particularly ia the
wiater. The Canadian scenery, climate and
uverythiog clse was so diff:rent from that to
which Australians were accustomed, that once
this fact became koown it would beappreciated
Tno rpirt to be had here was aiso differeat,
aad he would endeavor to get Australians
coming by this line not mercly to just lanti
bere and go away again, but to 2tay over and
enjoy the delights of the province for a little
while.

Taking up commercial matters he expressed
the hope that the Cnadian Government might
seeits way clear toappoint a commercial agentt)
g0 to Australia toassist in thedevelopmentof tho
trade. The statisticts now published in Aus.
tralia as to the trade betwcon the various col-
onies and Canada did not seem to be in accord.
aaca with the returns he had seea siace comin,
hero, tho cause doubtless being thit the Uaite
States was g-tting credit for tcade which prop-
erly came irom Canada, but as Sin Feancisco
was the shippng poinr, had been credited ¢,
the United States. He guaoted from the New
South Wales Year bovk and compirisons with
the Canadian year book, the irresistable coan-
clusion beiag thas there mast be a mistake
somewhere, as the figures were qite irrecon.
cilable. In fact there should bs s good trade
between Casada and Australia, and he hoped
that the quality of the salmoa sent out here.
after wouli be more like what he had eaten
here, which wasg greatly superior to anything

-

ho had over tasted in Australia, Lumber was
another article in which trade could beincroas:
ol., British Columbia now hal the contract
fo: supplying tho largest mine in Australia
with Jumbor, but thero were other large mines
which could al+o besold timber. Horead from
a letter, received tho day the Miowera sailed,
from one of tho extensive Australian meat and
produce dealers, quoting mutton at 2} per
prund f.o.b., applss, lanons and oranges in
cases of 10 dozan at 5Hs por case, and
choive creamory butter at 5d, or 10c per pound.
If thers wore the slightest encouragoment for
it, the company operatiug this new line would
put in cold staraga, 80 ay to bring mutton, but.
ter, ete., horo, aud take back frozau tish, Tho
fish trade could also be developed with Hawaii,
where thera was large coasumption, an il rome.
:)hing might also bo dono in ales and light
cor, :

M . Waed was listened to attentively throgh.
out, and Me Hull promnisel at tho conclusion
to use his best endeavors to have the varinis
trades aug gestad developsl by thoss ia Vie.
toria and British Columbin dealing in the
various lines,

Soma New Sfyles in Shoss.

What can be more awful than a large, flat
and shapoless foot? ¢ Nothiag, except, per-
haps,” says an authority on the subjest, * the
extremely short foot that is thrust into a tight
boot, that ovorfl yws its barriors an1 surzes up
tho ankles ia rings of fat, remindiog the horified
beholder of these rolls of pig meat, laced
around with twins, tha’ hiag so invitiag at
the charcaterie.”

The smartest style for foatwear now showa
in the shops is tho straight, toe.capped patent
leather, with glace kid tops.

For evening wear, satin aad glace slippers
are priocipally worn, with sm\ﬁ buckles or
neat bows,

One of the prettiest slippers showa is a
light blue satin, with tioy ribboa bows caught
with steel clasps.

A daioty slippsr is that ornameated with
a pausy, and can be msde of auy colored
satia,

A young lady, who hias a peachant for pretty
shoes, showed me an cffective slippar for evea.
iog wear which was extremely novel, It was
made of glace kid, and the too scintillated
with steel poiots, while a horseshoe buckle
was studded with the same sparkliog jets.

A square wooden box can be cushioned and
curtaiued, and mikes an admirable shoe box.
It will also serve for a foot.stool.

The bedruom slipper is ample and conducive
to comfort. It is made of black, red or blue
cloth, being higher than the house slipper in
order to protect the aukle, and the top is
edged with soft fur.—Boot and Shoe Recorder.

————ttteer—

All Sorts of Dogens.

The child is taught at school that a dozen
meaas twelve every time, but when the child
grows into a man he finds that a dozen is a
vory elastic term. A baker’s dozan i3 thirteen,
and so is a publisher’s or nows agent’s in maoy
parts of the world.  Ia some sections a dozen
fish meauns twenty-six, and there are other an-
omalies of this kind. Bat, to find a dozean in
dicating from two to fifty, it is nec ssury to go
to the earthenware trade. Hero the size and
weight of articles decide how many maks a
dozen, and in jugs, bowls, plates asd so on
there are two, tour, siz, eight ur more to a
dozen. A dozen composed of twolve articles is
a very unusual thiog in the wholssale pottery
trade, aad, as a cesuls, there are few clerkships
more difficule to hold than ia this line. ‘I
have to find the cost of 500 articles at so mach
a doz:n when that dozen may meaa anything,
is a very diffi;ult task until a main gets
thoroughly used to it.—China, Glass anl
Lamps.




