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M AITm ND' M YSTERY picture the thoughtfl colonel hand carefully written the namo and address.
Absorbcd in this treat, they could barely afford time to look up and smilo
their thanka as the colonel passed, clanking forth at the sound of adjutant's

<Oondiwied.) call, and wvere too completely engrossed in their delightful occupatIon to
notice what look place ai parade.

"Sems to nie I have, but I've forgotten. Yout have, doctor, have you The long, stender line bail formed,-the infantry companies on the riZht
not ?", anîd left flanks, their neat'and tasteful dress of blue and white contraating

"Heard what, colonel ?" favorably with the gaudy yellov plumage of the four dismounted troops of
"The name of that ranch downr the Mlonee,-an Euglieh ranch, they tell the cavalry. Company after company had taken the statueitque pose of

nme, about seven miles away,» "lparade resi" and its captain faced to the front again, the adjutant was just
IlOh, yes !-that one 1 They cal! it Dunraven Itanch.-Did the ser- about moving to his post on the prolongation of the front rank, and the

geant take any of the hounds with him, captain ? It occurs to me he might colonel settling back int the conventional attitude of the commanding offi-
have been running a coyote or a rabbit, and his horse have stumbled and cer, when fromn outside the rectangular enclosure of the parade ground-
fallen with him. There is no end of prairie-dog hales down that way."l from Bomewhere beyond the nien's barracks-tbere came sudden outcry and

"lNo, the dogs are all in. 1 %vouldn't be surprisod il he had gone te the commotion. There wvere abouts, indistinguishable at first, but excited and
ranch. Tbat's an Englisli name, and thoy are aIl Englishmen down there, 1- st.artling. Some of the nmen in ranks twitched nervously and partially turned
hear. Very probably that is the solution. They may have temç '.ed him to their heads, as though eager co look behind them and see what was wrong ;.
stay with Engli8b hospitality; thougli it %vould astonish me if lie yiolded. whereat stern voices could be heard in subdued but potent censure : I"Keep
111l tell the nien to inquire thero first, colonel, and will go and send theni your eyes to the front, there, Sullivan !" IIStand fast, there, centre o! Third
now." And, bowing 10 his commander, (3apîain Stryker turned and left the Company 1" The guard, too, paraded in front of ils quarters some distance
porcb. behind tho lino, ivas manifestly disturbed, and the voice of the sergeant could

The doctor rose, thrust bis hands deep in his pockets, paced slovly ta be heard giving hurried orders. Every man in the battalion seomed at the
the southern end of the veranda, and gazed down on the distant, peaceful samne instant to arrive at one of two conclusions,-prisoners escaping, or fire
valley, an anxious claud sottling on his brow. The colonel ttésumed once over nt the stables,-and ail eyes wcre fixed on the imperturable forni of the
more the ncespaper bie had droppcd upan the floor. Allier a moment Dr. commanding officer, as though waiting the signal from him to, break and go
Quin came slowly back, stood in front o! the entrance a few seconds looking ta the rcscue But tîtere the colonel stood, placid, calm, and apparently
iiresolutely at the soldier sprawled at full length in bis recliniîsg-chair, utterly unconsciaus of the distant yet near-ng clamor The adjutant hesi-
stepped towards um wvith a preparatory clearing of his tbroat as thongh about tated a moment before proceedirig further, and glanced appealingly ai bis
10 speak, and then, suddenly and helplessly abondoning the idea, hie plunged chief; wherctipon there came froni the blue and gold and yellow statue oui
down the short flight of steps, hurried out o! the gale, and disappeared on the parade, in half-reproachful tones, the quiet order, "lGo on !" and the
around the fence-corner in the direction of the bospital. Immersed in his adjutant, recalled to bis senses and with evident expression o! bis sentiments
plier, the colonel neyer secmed ta note that he had gone ; neither did lie ta the effect that if others could stand it ho could, brusqucly turned his head
note the fact tbat two ladies ivcre coming down the walk. Possibly the vines towards the band and growled, "lSound off 1" The boom and crash o! drun
clustering tbickly ail over the front of is vcranda were respousible for this and cymbal and the blare of brazen tbroats drowned for a moment the sound
latter failure on bis part, since it tool, more than a newspaper, ordinarily, t0 o! the turmoil without. The next thing the battalion heard, or saîv, was a
render the gallant dragoon insensible 10 the approach of the opposite sex. riderless horse tearing full tilt out on the parade and sweeping in a big circle
They saw hini, of course, despite the shrouding vines, and, with perfectly froin tbe rigbt of the line down towards the point where tbe colonel stood.
justifiable appreciation of tbe homage due theni, were mutually resolved that Following him came a pair of Cheyenne scouts, ibeir ponies scampering in
he 'should corne oui of thst reclining pose0 and make bis botv in due Comm. pursuit, but vecriug off the green as their riders realizcd that tbey wcre
No words were necossary between them. The understanding was tacit, but ir.truding on the ceremony of the day. Relicvcd of bis pursuers, the fugi-
complet. tive speedily sotîled dovn iat a lounging trot, and with strcaming min and

The soft swisli o! trailing skirts being insuficient 10 attract bis attention, taau, with bead and ears erect, witb falling bridie-rein and flapping stirrups,
as they arrivedl nearly opposite the sbaded veranda, a silvery peal o! laugbter he circled rapidly the open space bcrween the colonel and the line of battet,
broke the stillness o! tbeearly evening. Mirs. felknap's laugl was delicious, then came trotting back along the front, as though searching ini the stolid
- soft, melodious, rippling as a canary's sang, and jusi as sponianeous rank of bearded faces for the friends hc knew. Officer a(ter officer he passed
Neither lady had said anything ai the moment that was incentive o! mcrri- in revieîv until he came ta Stryker's troop, posted onîbte rigbt o! the cavalry,
ment; but if Mrs. Lawrence bad given utterance ta the quaintest, oddcst, and tbere, ivith a neigb of recognition, be fearlessly trotied up to the capîain's
most wbinisical conceit imaginable, Mrs. Belknap's Iaugh could flot have outstretcbed hand. .Anotber minute, and îwo men Ccll out and made a hemn-
been marc ready, and ber great, dark eyes sbat a sidelong glance ta note poar gap in the rank ; tbrough ibis a sergeani file. closer extended bis white
the effect. Down weni tbe pdper, and up, wîth considerable prapping romn glav re lieved the captain o! his charge, and led the panting etted away.
bis muscular arins, came tbe burly Commi of the post commander. Tivo The men retook their places ; tbe captain again resumed bis position ini front
sweet, srniling faces beanied upon him through an aperture ini the leafy of the centre o! bis company, dropped tbe point a! bis sabre to the ground,
screen, and Mrs. flelknap's qilvcry vaice bailed bim in laugbing salutation -and sottled back int " parade rest ;" the band ivent on thundering down tbe

IlDîd we spoil your siesta, colonel ? How cau 1 niake amcnds ? You linc, countermarchcd, and came back ta uts post on the right, making the
sec, you wcre s0 bidden by tbe vines that no ane would dream o! your being wclkin ring with tbe triumphant strains of tbc IlNortemn Route," the trum-
there in ambush." pets pealed the Ilrçtreat," the adjutant stalkcd bis tbree yards ta thne front,

"lOh, indeed, I assure you I wasn'î asleep," answercd the colonel, bas- faccd fiercely ta tbe lcft and ,ihauted out bis resonant orders down the liec,
tily. "WaIVn't you came in, ladies, and sit bore in thc shade awbile 1> tbrcc bundred martial Crms sprang to attention, and tbe burnisbed arma
You've becn calling, 1 suppose ?" came ta tbe Ilcarry" îvitb simultancous crash, ranks ivere opened witb old.

"Yes,-calling, on the entire social circle o! Fort Rossiter. Congratulate lime precision, the parade "'prcsented" to the colon.-l witblall due Cormality,
us, colonel: we bave actually accomplished the ceat o! visiting cvery woman the muanual was executed just as punctilioualy as though noîbing unusual bad
in scciety. Wc bave made the rounds o! tbe garrisan. We owc no woman bappened; first-sergeanis reported, orders w.ere publisbed, parade formally

-anything,-beyond a grudgc or two,-and it bas only taken furty-five dismissed, the line o! officers rnarcbcd solidly to, the front, balted, and made
minutes, despite tbe fact that cverybody was at homne." ils simultaneous saiute ta the colonel, who ilowly raised and lowercd bis

IlWeil, came in, 'Mrs. Belknap; do came in, Mrs. Lawvrence. i assure white.gloved band in recognition; and then, and not titi thon, wvas any ane
you that, tbou-b everybady must bave been enchantcd ta sec you, nobody allowved to speak, rf wbat %vas uppcrmost in every mind,-that Sergeantc
is haîf as glad as I am. You must bc tired after sucb a rouind of visits." Gwynnc's borse had corne in without him, and that the aniînats right flank c
And the colonel plunged heavily down the steps and bospitably opened the was strcai g witb blood.C
gate. Tcn minutes Iater, Lieutenant ]?erry, in riding-dress, came burrying down-

"4WC thougbî we îould stroîl around untit parade," siid Mir. Lawvrence, ta the calancl's quarters, wberc two or tbrc officers wcre now gatberced ai
besiiatitngly, Iland then sit down and watch it samewbere." the gatc. The ladies bad put aside tbe albums, and with anxiaus facts wec n

"No place better than ibis," promptly answvcrcd the colonel. "lYou can scanning the little group, as though striving ta guage fro-n thoir gestures
ait bchind the vines on that side anîd sec, or, what we would infinitcly prefer, and expression the extent o! the calamity or the possible degrc o! danger.
sit htre nt the enirarico and bc seen. MeIantime, I've been unpacking some EBut Mirs. Lawv.nce looked !aîrly statled wvben lier husband's voice was
pbotograpb-albums tbis aitc.-nuon, and Yeu can amuse yturselves with those henrd for thc .srst lime above the general hum of consultation : n
while 1 put on my harness. Corne !', IlColonel Brainard, MNr. rerry is coming, 1 sec, and 1 presume there is 1)

The colonei's collection of phütographs was sometbing tbe ladies bad no urne ta bc lost. Yotî have askcd if none of us îvbo woe statiozwa bitre w
alrcady lîcard a great deal o! One o! the most genial and popular oficers ever visited the ranch, and tbe answcr was no. May 1 suggest tIi D r. ci
in the army, be had gatbercdi togcther several large albums full o! pictures Quin could perhaps tel1 somietbing of its inhabitants ?" thi
o! prominent men and attractive and distinguishcd îvomn,-nat only those "IWherc is the doctor ?" asked tbe colonel, uurning suddenly. "lOrderly, tui
vritb wlîoî bc had bccn associatcd in bis long ycars o! service, but men go and give my compliments te the post surgeon and say I isb to sec bim Pc
eminent in national and state affairs, and womcn leaders in socicty in many home a rnomcnt.-Ali ready, Pcrry ? You have made quick wark o! it."I aru
a gay inetropolîs. Bath the ladies had hopcd ta sec this famous collection IlAhl rcady, sir. At leasi 1 will bc tbe moment my horse gels hitre.w
thc cvcning before, but thc colonel liad not thcn unpackcd the albums, and Thocre go the men running ta the stables now." PC
*c.y wcrc disappoinicd. Now, howcver, the pros.pect %vas inded alliuring, IlCaptain Styrker will scnd a sorgeant and Cour men 10 report ta yau, ha
and neithor could rcsist. When the firsi cal! soundcd Cor parade a fow and you arc ta go direct ta Dunraven Ranch. Tbc rest o! the troop, with tht
nmoments a!tcr, and the commanding officer was getting bimsel! into bis the Cheycnnes, ivill scout the prairie to the cast and soutb. 'Twill soan bc o!
full drcss unifomm, the two prctty bcads werc close tngcther, and two pairs t oo dark ta trail, but thrce o! the Indians are gaing back on the horse's r
o! vcry Iovcly cycs-ane dark and dccp and dangez i. the othor a cleAr and iîrack as Car as tliey can. rbc adjutant is îvriting a note ta the proprietor 151 da:
honcst gray-were dilating ovcr page after page c!f photogmapbed beauty. the ranch,-I don't know bis namec-" tifJ
There was no necd ta puzzle over the idcntity o! the oiginals : undcr each Il "lis name isNklaitiand, sur."


