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THE BLI:SSING AND USE OU' PALMS.

IT Wvould bo 8111periluS ta begiai by Statiaîg Chtla the blesBing of
palans aaad carry iag tlient iîx procession dorives its origin froan tha
action af tho pcoplt iii Jerusalean in gaing ouf. ta muetf our Saviotar
on the Sunday beforo lie died, and conducting Humii in triumpli into
tho cîty ; spreading thieir garmnents, and streiaaig branches of trocs
on the %vay for tho humble aimaal whicli 1la rada ta trcnd uipon.
But fiais very action prompts tho refikotion thaf. titis inust have been
a custoniary minuter of ohiwiag rospecf. Co a perian of distinction,
eise wliy did the peCople resor. if. to ize nataarally on this occasion 2
Turning to tho Sacred Scriptures, we find thebeariig of pahn branches
ta have beca' ou of the principal Nvaya o aiiinaîifestinigjoy ; and one naf.
only approved but cnnud by (;iod, at tho tîne of the foundatian
of Clio Jewisli religion. Wiien tile people nssemibied in the fall af tho
yeair, ailier the gatleriilg iii of the hiarvcst, ta celebrato tlie Feasf. of
Tabernaeleq, God said ta them, as we read in Leviticus (xxiii, 40):

IYeti slial take ta ýou on the first day the fruits of Clho fairesf. tree.
and branches of pitlla-tlreet, and bouglis of thick trees, and willows of
tia brooki ; aaîd you sha1t rejoace before tho Lord your God." Thiis
caîstoan wvas observcd aînang tie Jews as long ai they existcd as a
nation. lit tie Second Bookc of M.%achabeca (x,7) if. is recorded that,
aftcr the temlple was purified front the defileanints ta wvhicli it baal been
suîbjeced b) tie ene-mies of (iod's peaple, Clie Jews rejoied, as tlaoy
lied fornierly been Ractistamled ta do o1, the Feas. af Tabernacles;
aaîd Iltherefore tlîey now' carried bauglis andgreen branchies aîd pahuns
for Hiiiî that liad givcn tlaciai gaod sîaceess ii cleansîing Mis p)lace."
Tue11 martyrs toa, tiiose wlia have sectired tua only rcal trinipli, are
rcpresentcd iiiong the blessed carrving palins li ieier bands <Apoc-
alypse, vii, 9).

Nor %vas the bettrinig of pallis colifilied ta religions triumiph. Tite
pallu is the rcgicdsynihal af victory tliroaigliout the world, as Clio
oliho.br-aicli ks af pence. Philo relates that the Agrippa earried palins
and ilowers on lits entry iiito Jerusalei, ; andi Jose1)lits tells lis tie
saille of Alexander the Great.

TPite palmi is adiiirably adapted ta synibolize. t as amie af the iîmosf.
Ilseflul of Oriental Crees. Its folitigý,e forins a delighîtfal shiade iii those
bot couitries ;if. supplies dates, a deIicious and tiseful fruit ; and a
sqpecies af %vine exuides froint ts bark. It is tdais einbleniatic ai tilt
ov.ersliadowiag protection of Divin2 Providence, the strengtlh of super-

raud rce, and Cle io trislmincnt wlaicli aur Saiviaur gives ais iu thie

Grcat variety af opinion exists with regard ta tlîe date af the minro-
d'mction of tic blessing of pilans into Clmo ceraiuionial of tie Claurcli;
amîd if. as impossible ta fax at %atla precisian. 'file custoan as adniitted,
laowever, ta be of ancicait origan. Anmong thîe works of St. Jolint
Clirysgostoani there is a stranaaî an Palin-Sanday ; but it as iield by Sanle
writers tîmaf il is iiot genuine, and lias been interpolated. Marteiîe, a
reliable nutlaarity on buch atatters, asserts thiat alo vestige of Cite cere-
iinn af blessing palinscan be ioîiîad befaretie eiglitla or nmnth century;
auîd à Romani Ordoo i tt eiglaf. century, edited by F rotone, iviuld ap-
pear ta contirnu titis opanioan, for, treaf.ing afiftle cerenionies af Palmi
13iundavt, it naîaks noa mientaion afio blessmag af pains, Blut tuas is
anlly na~aietestinîioil, %wlaîle tlacre is anucl Chiat as positive on1 tha
allier side. NMeratus, a consulter o! the Sacred Congregation of Rites,
pro(luces a itamuber oi solal arguimenits iilaicla1 go ta prove tile amiîiqaiity
af liais rite. Aanong tliese is a talendar o! tlîe clo3e o! the- fourth or
the begiîing of the tiftli Century, edited by 'Martene lainseif, in
winch occur the word- : I Palan.-Sunday ait St. Joint tateran-)u.
iii«it amd I>almas amd S. ,Juai?î, n in Lateraitis.'' Réféence is alsa nmade

ta paliii-Sunidiy ii lthe Sacramentary of Pops- St. Gelasius, N-lia ruled
Cte cliarcil ai. Uie close ai the luthi cenitury, wvhere occur ie wvords:
IPaliii-Siinday ai the Passioan af Oui Lard- -DoPiiaatci in Palnis de

I>assiuoîe Dipiini." Aise ini tle Sacraîineitary of Si.. Gregory ti
Great, wlio occupied the Chair of Peter ai. tlie end ai tie sixîh ceaîtury
mention as made af tliè fmtiblftl wvho wvere present ait Mass wvitLa lcaves
and palan branchaes iii tii hands. Other autiiorities of the sanie
early date are nal wvaating, but tiiesc are demned sufficieni.. Veaierable
13ede, born iii 672, is thae farst mriter in tue West to speak af paillis;
but Ilac is immnediateiy follawed by Aldliclmn, Bisiaop af West. Saxouv
(d 709), who alsa inakes mcaîticn af thean.

'Tite custoan of blessing and carrying palans ii procession appears to
have liimd s onigîn iii thae East. And liais is but nalural : for, in the
Old Law, it was ta tlic East, as we liave seeu, that; God coînamanded
tiiemu ta be carried ; if. was in the samne region Chat tiîey were borne
before Our Lard ; and it was ta bie expected tChat Chose witli wlioni tiiese
traudatiams were local siîouid be the fanai. ta inîitato theici. Most
probably the idea of thc procession preceded thait o! the blessing
and tIma latter was introduced on the general prnucipic lmait 'vilatever
is uscd by the people ai God slîould farsf. ho saaîctifaed by lima biassing
of lte Chaurcli. 'l'lie imnportanuce ai file eveail wiiici the procession
coanmemonated would naituraliy lead ta a soleinn forin for the biessiug
of the 1)alms ta be carried iii if.

It niziy be reinarked, in paissing, ' aut Paim-Sunday corresponds ta
tic tenthl day o! Cte moon, an whichli tl Lsraelites wvere coimnad
ta select aiud set apari. thme laimb withoui. blemisi, tCai. was ta bceuaen
oaa the Feast ofiftle Paissover. If. was aiso customary in flic early ages

of tilt Chiurchi ta baptize the cateelaumunens ûithier on lioly Stif.urday or
ail tla oave of Penlecost ; aiîd llioqu wlao Nvera ta be received inta fila
Cliaurcli ou flic formuer occasion werceoxainiued sanie days boforeaauad(,
and an PaianSiunday wvere deiared eipetemt ta rece lioa Sacura-
mn.aat ai Regeiaeratioa. Ilesico il i4 moinetiaxies callcd tlae Il Sauîday ai
the Caiîpeteiît."

Accordiiîg ta tue ruabries of thie Miqsal il( paliais pneseaited ta be
ble8sed musi. be the branaches aith pla l)ii or oive', or aîlîcr trees. Aaid
alîliga at is not expressly Stated, t seeins prape' that the Il ollier
ta-ces" takien iii place of thie paliai or olive, 'viiere h. Cali auot k, liamd,
sliould bo saie sort ai evergiteias ; nit leasi. His is the iiuterpretatioai
put upan the wonds by thîe uivcnsal practice ai tile fauthuumil. Trite
epruce or lienilock, bc-iaîg the iiiast coinnon species of el ergreti trac,
us freqiemitiy tased ; buait fsh liardly ta be a-ceamiunvnaded, a2s its leaves
roon drop off, a'îd leauve aîaîaag bait tua haire twigs.

Aecording ta the directions o! ltme cereiitoiai, the paliais siioîuld lic
dislnibîîted ta the people ail thîe Coianiaioa rail, Chiose receiviîîg tlient
kissing 1irst tho palan and tlien the lianîd ofthe coebrant ;but tbis
cereaniuay is nat carried omît inii nasi.o air elitirehies. Trite imaliis are
niora coanioaaly earricd Ilarougla tia aisles by the altar boys or ailiers,
and given ta the people iii their petvs. Thlera is soute excuse for tiais
depaîrturo froan tuie cenemnonial, hait whaf. ils precise value is I shahl
îlot pa-etend ta ray. TPite chaurchi in inany places ii lIais coîîuntry is
yei. ai procesa af argauization, and iana aiiotliers3 il as bîmhjaîsf. argan.-
ized ; and thiý, like nxany otiier cernmoaiies, it ivas imapossible ai. firat
ta carry ouI. A depam-tim front tile rubries taok place froan seier neces-
siîy; and if. lias siaice, il iiay be said, been gemaerally tolen'mted. Aiter
tîme distribution ai the pallms, certaimn verses af Scripîure aae read,
wlîch, iviti aimolîmer prayer, close ltma biessing, and preparatimîs are
mnade for the procession.

'Pite proces%,ot is frequeiutiy dispeused ivita for die saine rnasoti as
file strict rubrical formin ai dishributiaig the palans, anad it citi lmandly ho
samd ta take place except ini Clie larger obatirelies aaîd catmedrcal. Speak-
inigo! hielityinu " Ulotia, lauta <thIoior," etc., wvhiciiis Sunîg damring
lime processionî, Caurdinual WViseinan reinarks : Il Lis said ta have beexa
cauîpased by Abboi. TlIimdaiif, M-ien iii prisoni aI Angers for a canspir-
lie-, agaumîst Louis thae Pions, ani Suuîg by liimn in a i aoviuig aitrauux, as
tie; Emper Pr iii processioni, ail tat Suilday paissed, initder Ctie prison
'vall. Tite words and muasic ta»mohied lime offonded maonancli's heuart,
and procaîred lthe prisoner's liberation. his is said ta have tlieai
place ii lime year 818 ; aiad evemi if lthe legend ho anaccunaite, as soano
have tîmougial, if. proves thîe cuamaicter and powver ivhici lihe public voice
aittributed la the compositiomn."

TPieo paillis aire lield iniflme iiamud duinn tue ra-adinag af Cite IPassionî
and tlt:~ Gospel.

ilcierence iiglit liane be anade ta certain local caastoaaîs caaîîected
%vith lIma blesqiaîg antd procession ai the palns, amidnuore especially ta
tliose whiicli belong ta Cte Eaîsterni ('laurcli. TPite ivi itenjuast menition-
ed infarans us liat Il ii tlio EaRt thèy have- front the earliesi. ages pase
tiscd theo cereaîiony ai carnyiaîg pini auîd olive brancies ta tue elhaîrcli
oaa Lazamus Suziday, ais the ai-c af Paliîî.Saaday used ta be camlled, aaîd
liavinglmean biessed the lle'Xt da,.V. At Conîstantinople ut vais eusfoiaiary
for fle Empernr ta distributa lime pauaîts ivitl great soleuîamity ta alliis
courtiers."

A coaîcludiug retaark, is lioweve-, ta o ni aide. Time pamin ha tiue
synhol ai victary ; but aur Divine Redeemer, ivîma gaiied tue greates.
of ail viclorieis. did so hy hîunbliaîg Hiaiseii ta deaitb, aven ie déalli
af tIme cros;s, ta Icaci us that ail Craie victaries are Chose woan by tinhampi.
ing over self, wilh aur umiruly paqsioans and cvii inclinations. Tite
h)ain ha mnade ta teacla us lîmis salulary lesson aînmg alliers ; for mist.
ever romuains imter the distribution is laid aside to bo burncd for the
apbes uscd au Aalî-Wednesday. Tîxese asmes, ailier laaviaîg becai hlesscd
witha solenun prayers, are iiscd ta mark the Sigai ai he Cross ami our
fai-cieadas, tha seat ai Cimai. pride iii!uiseila aour naiture by the arcla-
eaîeany ai nianind aI tha tiante ai tlie fall of our farst parents. Titis
solenîn ceramaony is accompanied wih the ivords, wiie enlatc its
solemnity : il Remeuiber, mamu, Ctli limon art dtast, and tinta dust tImou
suaIt retumni." IL. is aîaly b>' nelaîning to dust, Ilie dooni ef ail
t'je ehiidren o! Adamn, thai ive cmii hope ho rise la a iiOw ic lilce aumr
divinîe Modal, ta dia nia miore, hait. ta beur ta His etnrnal home anmd
ours time palm o! aur fanal victory.-A c-e Maria.

AN OLD SONG AND ITS ORIGIN EXPLAINE».

"1 Imnow a valy fair,
Eilccu Aroon.

I know a cottage there,
Eilcmi Aroon.

Deep in thiat vimlley oliade,
I know a gentle maid,
Flowor af liazel glaao,

Eileen Aroon."

CA11ROLL O'DAÎ,v, a Wickiow ceîiftain of the~ sixteenth century, 'vas
txe autmar a!" Ehîen Aroon." Apant froni lime exquhsito henuI>' ai tîxe
melody and fle tauclîing pallias af lUe words, i. possessas an intrinsie
inîteresl froin hlio ronianlic intercaf. ailacied ta ils comnposition.

O'Daly was a man o! Muai culture, a poaf. and anusician, buf. aiso
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