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[coNTINCED.]

On Thursday ovening, the 31st May, tho
authorities in Canada first bogan scriously
toapprebond an immediato crossing. The
Yentans gathored that night, at their vari-
ous headquarters in Buffulo- many of them
armed with muskets. bayonets, &c.,--and 1t
soon became currently rumoured nbout tho
streets that a movement would probably be
attempted that night. At a later hour they
sepamted at their headquarters, apparently
going home for the night. They marched
offin straggling parties, by different roads,
their movements being skilfully confused,
until they reached Blackrock whore the se-
veral columns united, and proceeded with
silenco and celenity to Pratt's Furnaco a
little below Black Rock, where some canal
boats and a tug were in rendiness to convey
them across the river. Nine waggons hen-
villy loaded with arms and ammunition,
were alsowaiting for them. ‘The whole force
was carried ncross, carrying their stores with
them, and wero landed at the Lower Ferry
dock—about a mile below the Village of Fort
FErie—immediately in front of Mrs. Ander
son's residence. They landed with loud
cheers, aud having distributed their arms,
immediately threw out pickets in every di-
rection.

The Fenians, shortly afterlanding, moved
up to tho village.  Col. O'Neil, who was in
command of tho force, ordered Dr. Kemp-
soun, the reeve, to furnish rations at onco for
one thousand men: a meeting of the muni
cipal council was hurriedly called and ar-
rangements made to provide the food. Im-
mediately after this was done, Col. O'Neil
sent a forco along the Grand Trunk Railway,
towards Port Colborne; this force burnt
Sourwine's Bridge on that road. The man
body moved down to Frenchman's Creek,
and encamped on Mr, Newbigging's farm,
hurriedly strengthening their position by
rough breastworks formed with the fenco
rails. Small parties wore sent out in every
direction, seizing horses and hurriedly or-
ganizing a forco of mounted men for scout
ing purposes. Tho groater part of Friday,
the Ist June, was pussed by the Fenians in
this way.

It was, of course, impossible for our Cana-
- dian authorities to form any accurate ideaof
the intentions and plans of the Fenian lead-
ers in this section of the country. There
was little doubt, however, that tho first ob-
ject on their part, would be tho destruction
of the locka on the Welland Canal.  To of-
foct this their obvious courso would have
been as follows :—

From the description of the general fea-
tures of tne couatry, givenin a former chap-
ter, it will be remembered that Lake Erie,
the Welland River and Canal, and the Ni-
agara River, encloso a section of country
very uearly square, with a railway running
from Chippawa to Fort Erie, und another
from Port Colborne to the same place. Col.
O'Neil would readily assumeo that our forces
would come dowa upon him by one of those
routes, and most probably would make use!
ofboth. 1is base of operations consisted of
the Niagara river, between Chippewa and
Yort Erie, with the possibility, in certain
contingencies, of its being changed to the
luke shore, between Port Colborne and Fort
Erie. If ho marched upon Port Colborne
along the Grand Trunk Railway, hewnsleav-
ing bimself liablo to be cut off from his base
by a forco coming down from Chippewa
along the Erieand Ontario railway. |

Tho better plan for Col. O'Neil to have
adopted, nssuming that the Welland Cunal
was his objective point, wula have been to
havo landed & smal! portion of his command
at the lower ferry, who should have march.
ed to tha Village, thero breakfasted, and
thon pushed on along tho line of the Grand
Trunk Ruilway as fur ns they could getin
tho direction of Port Colborne, burning all
the bridges along the road and cutting tho
telegraph wires.  With tho main portion of
his forco ho should have dropped down the
Ningnm river in his boats to ggippewn., He
landed at the lower Ferry at half past three
in tho morning, if he had gone straight to
Chippewa ho would have reached there
at half-past five, two hours later. After
breakfasting thero and burning the bridges
over the Welland River. he should then
have marched by the right bank of thetiver
to Port Robinson, a distance of some eight
miles, burning the Montrose b-idge on his
way, tho only bridge on the river between
Chippewa and Port Robinson. At Port
Robinson ho would have beon m a position
to destroy the locks on the Canal, and also
the Welland Raitway which passes through
the Villago.

By pursuing thiscourse the Feniang would
have thoroughly protected their right flank
by the destruction of tho bridges over the
Welland River, that river being navigablo
throughout the whole distance, and being
therefore perfectly unfordable. In addition
to this, our forces wero not prepared at the
time with pontoon trains, and had no means
of effecting o crossing. The left fliuk of tho
Fenians would by this plan have been pro
tected by Like Erie, nnd our forces would
have been compelled to attack them from
the front, between Welland and Port Col-
borne, they could then have ensily fallen
back to the river and escaped on their boats
to tho other side, this could all have been
accomplished in onv day, had they been suf-
ficiently energotic. Fortunate indeed was
it for us that they buneled and hesitated as
thoy did. Having thus considered and dis-
cussed what the Fenians might have dono,
and what our authorities had to fear, I shull
proceed to show in tho next chiptor the
movements made to counteract their
designs. :

THE PLAN OF CAMPAIGN.

Early on Friday morning, General Na.
pier who commands tho regular troop. in
Upper Cannda, received information of the
crossing at Fort Erie. Tho evening previous
the Government had ordered 400 of the
¢ Queen's Own' Rifles of Toronto to be in
readiness to leave for Port Colborne at an
carly hour in the morning, they left on Fri
day morning ecarly by the steamer City of
Toronto for Port Dalhousie, and then pro-
ceeded by the Weiland Rulway to Port Col-
borne. Col. Dannis, who was in command,
being ordered to occupy, and ifnecessay to
entrench a position there, and wait for rein-
forcements and further orders before any at-
tack was made on the enemy.

The greater portion of the Volunteer
forco of Western Canada, except the cavalry,
was ordered out for active service at an
oarly hour in the forenoon, and a proclama-
tion issued placing them under the Imperial
military authorities, arrangements were at
once made for providing transport for troops,
trains wore held in readiness, and steamers
detained for military purposes. Bat for
some hours General Napier did not sond any
more troops to the Niagara frontier, as from
the numerous reports of landings of Fenians
in different directions, he had reason to fear
that tho raid on Fort Erie was a feint to

o'clock on Friday, finding all was quict else.
where, ha began to concentrato tioops for
the purpose of driving out the force which
had landed at Fort Erio.

Col. Peacock commanding the 16th Regi
ment, was at once placed in command of the
wholo forco on the Niagara frontier, andin
structed to proceed to his post. A Battery
of tho Royal Artillery under Lisut.-Colonel
Hosto, and 200 of the 4Tth under Major Lod
der wora despnatched about noon to Hamil-
ton, and being joined tharo by Col. Peacock
with 200 men of his battalior the wholo
proceeded by Great Western Rauwny to St.
Cathnrines.  Col, Pencock's instructions
were that ho was to make St. Catharines
bis base, and to nct according tohis own dis-
cretion, as to advancing on Glifton or else-
where, and to attack the enemy as soonas
he could do so with force syfficient t®ensuro
success. :

At this time he had under his command,
i addition to the force which accompanied
him, sevon companies of Volunteers station-
ed at St. Matharines under command of Lt
Col. Currie, the *Queen's Own'" at Port
Colbo:ne, under command of Licut.-Colonel
Dennis, and the 13th Battalion Hamilton
Volunteers, under Licut. Col. Booker, at
Dunnville, and ho was informed he would be
reinforced at St. Catharines, that evening,
by eight huadred men and two troops of ca-
valry.

On Col. Peacock’s arrival at St. Catharines
he received information that 800 Fenians
were marching on the Suspension Bridge,
and were actually within two or three miles’
of Chippawa. lle immediately pushed on
to the Bridge leaving directions for ali
troops arriving at St. Catharines to follow
him aus soon as possible. On arriving at the
bridge ho heard that the enemy B:d notas
yot reached Chippews, and being anxious to
save the Lridges over the Welland River,
and being well aware of the importance of
Chippniwa as a strategetical point, he press.
ed on with the 400 iufantry in the train, pre.
ceded by a pilot engine, ordering the bat.
tery to march by the road, there beinga
duubt ns to whether thers weas platform nc.
commodation at Chippawa to unload the
guns, It was dark when Col. Pa:cock and
his force arrived at Chippewa, and conse-
quently he bivouacked there that night.
making his headquarters at the house of J.
C. Kirkpatrick, Esq., the Reeve.

Col. Peacock was at this time fairly eater
ed on his first campaign, and during this
night had to decide upon his plan of opers-
tions, and take stej,s to carry it into execu
tion; and beforo relating any further the
events of this night it will be well here to
consider the circumstances under which be
wak placed, and tho disadvantages under
which he laboured.

In *he first place his greatest want wasa
small force of Cavalry for scouting purposes
in fact the frontier should havo been picket:
ed with n body of cavalry from the moment
.ag attack becamo probable., Had that been

ne, perhaps the raid would never have
taken place, and if it had the mounted mea
hovering about the cnemy would nerer
havo lost sight of them, wrnid” ve prevent:
ed them from sp-eading ov<.: the countrsy,
would havo saved the farners’ horsesand
provisions, would have found out tho num
bors and designds of tho enemy, mud ox
authorities would have received full and ac
curate informatioa of all their movemeals
No cavalry were on the front, however,
ronawere ordered out until the last m>
ment when it was too late for them to &
ronl service. ‘There is no d »ubt whatere;

draw troops from other places. About 12

that to this groat want of cavalry may b




