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. The Presbytéria',n Review.

Ko scoomplishment of this &ork, ate most anxious to moott dJir
‘wishes, and havo herctoloro endeavored to do =o. .

Report on Statistics.

Tho valuatlo work of Rov, Dr. Torancois sgain shown in the roport
of the Committeo on Statistica. To tho committoo the Jgures live,
and to tho Qhurch they ought to bo eloquont remiuders of her evor
: present dut{. e

1t would bo gratifying
to your cowmittee, says
the convener, wero they
9} atloto present a report
which bed no shadow, no
drawback—one  which
tostified to progress in
overy particular. It
would be matter of un-
feigned  thanksgiving.
Qught it notto be matter
of prayer, and, therefore,
of oxpectation, if it could
be tf:c‘;umd that thero
was an ingathering of
souls from the world into
the bonds of the cov-
ensnt proportionate to
tho strongth an’ influ-
enco of the Church, that
the peoplo in all respects
gavo evidence of their
appreciation  of their
Gospel Frivilegea, and
walked ir the due im.
provement of them, that
Christian fellowship was
; N _— maintained, its blessed-
Rev. Dr. Toxnaxcs, ness folt-and its benelits

Convener of Commiltes on Statistics, cpjoyed, and gave praof
that thoy had roceived tho grace of giving in_proportion to their abil-
ity under the bestowments of Providence. But, generally spe&hnF.
this has not been the case with tke Church from the begioning. Only
aseldom, and st raro intervals, if it exteuded boyond the carly part of
the Apostolic poriod, when the ontpouring sud power of the Holy
Gliost were 3o atrikiogly manifest, has the Church comoe up to her
ability in attainment and effort. But whilo the report has shadows,
it has slso lighta. 1f there aresomo thipgs in which there are short-
cominys, compared with preceding years, there aro other things in
~which there has been a surpassing of these, furnishing abundant reason
 to thank God and tako conrage. It may boatated inonosentencs that
thero has been advaunctment in almost everything comnected with
internal prosperity in homo life and work. .

In one 5f the paragraphs of the Roport of your Committes present-
od to the last General Amsembly mention yas made of the dilatori-
nessof eome Kirk Sessions and Boards of Managors in sending in
their roports to Presbyteries, of the unneceszary dolay thus caused
to these in reporting to your Committes, and of tho limitation of
time to which the Committee wero subjected in preparing their re-
Sc;rt for the printer, 20 asto be ready for the meeting of the Supreme

ort. Thero is reason to mention the samo dilatorinesa and delay
“with still groateremphayis for the paat year, with the inconvenionco
of which it has besn productive, Although the time is atatéd in tho
schedules gent ont to congregations and Mission Stations when they
should be returned filled up to their Presbyteries, and in the sheets
aent down to the latter for collecting and tabulating thess roturns
when theyahould be forwarded to the Committee, and although
notice was published in the papers isyued in both Toronto and Hali-
fax that the Convener intended to place in the printer’s hands by
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Sociotiea—731 ; there wore 667 Woman's, Young People’s, or Young
People's Homo Misslonary Sotioties. Manses appear to have increased
from 618 to 6206, with 60 rentod houses, an increase of 11; nqd 18
mansos, 10 fewer than tho formor yoar, and 48 churches wero built, »
decreaso_of 2.

FINANOCES,

In 1895 tho Stipend’ recoived from all wources tas $903,781, which
.was an inoreasa on the provious year of $8,633. Stipend paid by cone
gregation alono was £837,008, giviug an increaso of $8,283. Thero
was also an inoroase in tho Artears of Stipond duo at tho ond of the
year-of $1,240—tho wkole arrears being £10,038.

Cangregations oxpended on Church or Manso, $424,820, an increass
of $6,470 ; and on other strictly Congregational Objects, $484,304, an
increaso of $0,165. Tho total amonut paid for Congregadonul
Purposes, includivg Stipond with the two itemsa just mentioned, was
81,746,598, showing an incroase of $26,610.

Passing over tho next two items because of the incompletoness of
tho returns, wo como to the Colleges as tho first of tho Schemes of tho

" Church, Tho income was $20,859 for Ordinary Purposcs, which was
$2,383 loss than in 1894 ; and for Special, $11,324, which was 80,301

less.

The contributions to tho Homo Mission Fund, $65,152, waa 81,449
of an increass, but in each of tho following thore wero decreases
Augmentation, $30,929, decroaso, §i78; French Evangelization,
€23,202, decrease, $2,037; Foreign Mission Fund by congregation
alone, 25,493, dcerease, $4,758; but in the recoipts from the Woman's
Foreign Mission Society, $50,546, there was an increaso of $1,770.
The Yayments to the Aged and Infirm Ministe:s’ Fucd, 38,718, wero
€859 less ; to the Aged and Infirm Ministers’' Endowment Fond, $3,685,
were $2,420 loss ; to Widows® aud Orghsm' Fund, 85,789, wore 105
more ; to the Assembly Expense Fund, §3,980, woro $74 more. Tho
column on ‘Jewish Missious was discontinucd, as tho Missioh has been
abandoned, but in 1894 contributions to tho amount of 81,044 had
beeg reg;i;ed. To Coliguy Collego, $4,541 wero given in 1894, and in
1895, $235. . .

The tota) contributions to tk3 Schemes of tho Church for the year,
were $279,494, or 815,946 leas than tho previols year.

Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes, or Christian Endeavor Societies
raised $13,720 towards ono or more of the Schemes of the Church,. or
$10,865 less thav in 1894. Tha psyments to the Home Mission Fgnd
by Woman’s, Young Peoples’, Yuung Peoples’ Home Mission Society,
wero 88,491, or $2,597 in excess of tho preceding year. :

Synod aod Presbytery Fands received §8,369, a decrease of -8254 ;
and all other Benovolent and Religious Purposes received §100,629 an
incieaso of $3,178, .

Payments for All Purposes, $2,134,990, an increaso of §8,008.

Your Committee, as usual, presont a Table of Averages, showing the
average contribution per family and communicant for Stipend, -all
Congregational Objeots, the Schemes.of the Church, and Al Purposes.

Widows' And Orphans’ Fund.

- (wRSTERR BEOTION.)

The committes reports a revanue

Balanoce at Or., 1st May, 1896.c.ceeveena.ss § 932 88

Congrogational oontribations and begaests., . 533 44 -
Ministera® TatoBeceececee- PR . 2641 19
Interest.......... seesencraane 6088 13
Xovestmonts xepaid.......cieeeial oLl 15,718 64
$30,092 18 -

It is to bs rogretred that the congregational contributiods ate

this year §1,224 less thon Isst, It ieto bo feared that thers is » -

the 20th of Aprl all the Prosbytery reports o bis possestlon—and o0 p0rehanaion in the minds of Dot & fow ag 10 the needs of the

this bie did on the 21st—yot some were not in till after the beginning
of May, two months later than the date at which they should have
boen received. :

STATISYICA

In the number of Churches and -Stations constituting chargos—
2,412—thero i3 an increase over 1604 of 73 ; butin the sitting accom-
.mmodation provided in these—510,722—thero is a falling off of 6,795.
The number of Families was 96,581, sn increess of $,216; and of
* Siogle Persons, 27,209, an incretse of 6,078 ; whilo Communicants
numbezed 188,180, or 8,601 wmore than the pruceding year. Thore was
= decroaso of 820 on those joining the Church on their profession of
_faith in Christ—12,102 ; but an increass of 249 ~n thoso joining by
cerlificate—7,590. Theremovals by death were 2,699, or 179 moro
“than in 1894 ; by certificate, 6,260, 40 fewer; withont certificate,
3,364, aniucresso of 262 ; and by discipline, 102, an increase of S1.

Tho agregato of the pumbers reported as being under Pastoral -

Orenight—224,606—show an incrcase of 23,610, but it must bs Te-

_zustked, 23 was dono in the report of the ‘Committes last” year, that -

this it far from the pumber actoally enjoying what is mweant by * Pas-
-'toral Oversight.” By some Sessiona the question is not wnderstood,
-and there is reason to fear that thers arc others who do not kpow how
mapy they are for whoss sonls they are bound to watch, and who take

eater or less interest in tho ordinances of grace in the eonsrtg_:ﬁona -

n which they exercise rule. .
There wax a docrease in the number of Baptisms, both of Infants—
10,653—and of Adolta—1,308 ; in the former caso of 876 and in tho

latter of 62. Thers wero in the Ruling Eldership, 6,742 peizons, an

increase of 272 ; and the other offico bearers Dumbey, 10,546, an in-
creaso of 520, .
The attendancest the Wet‘k‘lg Prayer Mesting——83,071—gives an
$ncresso of 1,288 ; and on Sabbath School and Bible Class, 153,0C4, an
. incroads of §,425 ; and thers were 1 7,910, an inerease of 477, evpaged
in Sabbath School work. Thers wama deczenss of 11 in Misdonary
" Atociations~~335 3 an-increess of 68 in Woman's Torelgn Aimion

— s — Fand. Tbo Endow-

a - - .

ment is not nesrly
sufficient, &3 some
bavesuppoted, to meed
the ever-inorensing de.
mands. Thisyearthe
inoottie from all sony+
ces way $3,590.78 sborg
of tho expenditure.
This fact should be
brought prominensly
before overy oongre-
gation in the Churoh.
Tho Fand bassuffered
from deprosistion in
io the valoe of pro-
perty on which jnvept-
ments bad been mads
and also from & reduc.
. N tion in tho rate of ine
o v . terest,
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-~ . coe -1 It is very desirable
that overy minister a8

. _Rv. R. B. Wanozx, D, D. bis ordiostion should

" (Agens tor Schemes of ibe Obarch.)  conneot himsel? with

- ths Fund;and thes all who are n.arrears should pay their dues sa
seon agpessible. “ s i . _




